
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

RESOLUTION NOo 68-16 

STATEMENT OF POLICY WITH RESPECT TO 
MAINTAINING HIGH QUALITY OF WATERS IN CALIFORNIA 

WHEREAS the California Legislature has declared that it is the 
policy of the State that the granting of permits and licenses 
for unappropriated water and the disposal of wastes into the 
waters of the State shall be so regulated as to achieve highest 
water quality consistent with maximum benefit to the people of 
the State and shall be controlled so as to promote the peace, 
health, safety and welfare of the people of the State; and 

WHEREAS water quality control policies have been and are being 
adopted for waters of the State; and 

WHEREAS the quality of some waters of the State is higher than 
that established by the adopted policies and it is the intent 
and purpose of this Board that such higher quality shall be 
maintained to the maximum extent possible consistent with the 
declaration of the Legislature; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

lo Whenever the existing quality of water is better than the 
quality established in policies as of the date on which 
such policies become effective, such existing high quality 
will be maintained until it has been demonstrated to the 
State that any change will be consistent with maximum bene
fit to the people of the State, will not unreasonably affect 
present and anticipated beneficial use of such water and 
will not result in water quality less than that prescribed 
in the policies. 

2. Any activity which produces or may produce a waste or in
creased volume or concentration of waste and which dis
charges or proposes to discharge to existing high quality 
waters will be required to meet waste discharge requirements 
which will result in the best practicable treatment or con
trol of the discharge necessary to assure that (a) a pollu
tion or nuisance will not occur and (b) the highest water 
quality consistent with maximum benefit to the people of 
the State will be maintained. 

3. In implementing this policy, the Secretary of the Interior 
will be kept advised and will be provided with such infor
mation as he will need to discharge his responsibilities 
under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be for
warded to the Secretary of the Interior as part of California's 
water quality control policy submission. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, Executive Officer of the State Water Resources · 
Control Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, 
true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted 
at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on 

::::::r :::o~::
8

~s, 1968 ~Cu-~A:.,_ 
~- Mulligan(j

Executive Officer 
State Water Resources 
Control Board 
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