
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
RESOLUTION NO. 2008-0049 

 
 

APPROVE UP TO $2 MILLION IN GRANT FUNDING FROM THE CLEANUP AND 
ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) TO THE BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 

(DISTRICT) FOR THE BUTTONWILLOW WASTEWATER PROJECT (PROJECT)  
 
 
WHEREAS: 
 
1. The District provides wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal for the small, 

disadvantaged community of Buttonwillow;   
 
2. The District’s existing wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) is deteriorated, operating at 

capacity, and not capable of adequately treating the wastewater to meet effluent 
requirements;   

 
3. Treated effluent is used to irrigate cotton on District property surrounding the WWTP.  

Nitrate concentrations in groundwater have increased in these areas over the last several 
years.  Beneficial uses of the groundwater are municipal and agricultural supply; 

 
4. The Kern County Environmental Health Services Department issued a declaration of a 

potential pollution problem, as outlined in a July 27, 2005, letter to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Regional Water Board), which also 
included a time schedule for completion of a wastewater compliance project; 

 
5. The declaration and time schedule for compliance were approved and accepted by the 

Central Valley Regional Water Board in Resolution No. R5-2005-0125 on 
September 16, 2005; 

 
6. The proposed Project consists of replacing the existing Imhoff tank with a more advanced 

treatment process, such as an Integrated Fixed Film Activated Sludge treatment process, 
replacing and realigning of the trunk line and associated manholes, and construction of a 
new lined storage pond(s); 

 
7. The requested allocation is consistent with the purposes of Water Code § 13442, which 

provides that the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) may order 
moneys to be paid from the CAA to a public agency with authority to cleanup or abate the 
effects of a waste in order “to assist in cleaning up the waste or abating its effects on waters 
of the State”; 

 
8. The estimated Project cost is $2.4 million.  The District intends to seek funding from the 

State Revolving Fund (SRF) Program to supplement funding for the Project; 
 
9. The District’s Project is listed in fundable Class B of the Small Community Wastewater Grant 

(SCWG) Program’s Competitive Project List (CPL), adopted September 4, 2007; however, 
funds are not available at this time; 

 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/r5-2005-0125.pdf


10. The Preliminary Engineering Report, dated November 2007, and supporting documentation 
have been submitted and comply with the SCWG Program Guidelines (Guidelines), 
amended May 22, 2007; and 

 
11. A draft revenue program was approved by the Division of Financial Assistance (Division) on 

January 22, 2008. 
 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The State Water Board: 
 
1) Approves up to $2 million in funding from the CAA for the District’s Project;  
 
2) Requires that funding approvals, contracting, and disbursement of CAA funds to the District 
be conducted in accordance with the Guidelines; 
 
3) Requires that the District demonstrate financial capability to fund the remainder of Project 
costs, through the SRF Program or other means, before Final Plans and Specifications 
Approval is issued; 
 
4) Will withdraw any unexpended funds if the District does not issue the Notice-to-Proceed with 
construction of the Project to the contractor within 18 months of the adoption of this Resolution; 
and 
 
5) Will revert any funds that have not been expended to the CAA, as of June 30, 2012, unless 
the Deputy Director of the Division authorizes an extension. 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Board 
held on July 1, 2008. 
 
AYE:   Chair Tam M. Doduc 
   Arthur G. Baggett, Jr. 
   Charles R. Hoppin 
  Frances Spivy-Weber 

NAY:  None 

ABSENT: Vice Chair Gary Wolff, P.E., Ph.D 

ABSTAIN: None 

 
 
              

Jeanine Townsend 
Clerk to the Board 
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