SUMMARY OF WATER QUALITY ORDER

	Order No.
	WQ 2001-10

	Date Adopted
	June 21, 2001

	Petition Title
	Petitions of Voices of the Wetlands, Monterey Parkway, and Carolyn Neilson (Review of Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 00-041 [NPDES No. CA0006254] for Moss Landing Power Plant)

	POPULAR NAME
[if applicable]
	Moss Landing Power Plant

	REGIONAL BOARD
	Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

	File No[s]
	SWRCB/OCC Files A-1339, A-1339(a), and A-1339(b)


Precedential Decision

On June 21, 2001, the State Water Board adopted a precedential decision concerning waste discharge requirements for the Moss Landing Power Plant in Monterey County.  The order addresses the sufficiency of the monitoring program adopted by the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board to implement the requirements of the Thermal Plan. 

The Central Coast Regional  Board adopted an order regulating the discharge from the refurbished power plant at Moss Landing.  The plant was formerly operated by Pacific Gas & Electric but is now owned and operated by Duke Energy.  Duke is replacing five old generators with two new ones and will use water from Elkhorn Slough to cool them.  The Regional Board’s order requires extensive monitoring and mitigation and was the product of an exhaustive review process.  The State Board’s order affirms the order of the Regional Board except with regard to some monitoring requirements.  On that point this order adds language from the statewide Thermal Plan to the Regional Board’s order to protect areas of special biological significance and to require monitoring for background temperature increases.

