
CALIFORNIA STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 2001-11-DWQ

STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES
FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES

TO SURFACEWATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)
GENERAL PERMIT NO. CAG990002

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS

TheStateWaterResourcesControlBoard(hereinafterSWRCB) finds that:

1. Statesmayrequestauthorityto issuegeneralNPDESpermitspursuant.toTitle 40, Codeof
FederalRegulations,(CFR),Part 122.28. OnJune8, 1989,theSWRCB submittedan
applicationto theU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(USEPA)requestingrevisionsto its
NPDESProgramin accordancewith 40 CFR 122.28,123.62,and403.10. Theapplication
includedarequestto addgeneralpermit authorityto its approvedNPDES Program.On
September22, 1989, theUSEPA,Region9, approvedtheSWRCB’srequestandgranted
authorizationfor theStateto issuegeneralNPDESpermits.

2. This GeneralPermitcoverstheshort-termintermittentdischargeofpollutantsfrom utility
vaultsandundergroundstructuresto watersoftheUnitedStates. This dischargeis described
in Finding 5 ofthis GeneralPermit.

3. To be coveredby this GeneralPermit, dischargesmustmeetthefollowing criteria:

a. Pollutantconcentrationsin thedischargedo not (I) cause,(2) haveareasonablepotential
to cause,or (3) contributeto an excursionaboveany applicablefederalwaterquality
criterionpromulgatedby USEPApursuantto CleanWaterAct (CWA) Section303 or
waterquality objectiveadoptedby theappropriateRegionalWaterQuality ControlBoard
(RWQCB)or theSWRCB,includingprohibitionsof discharge,for thereceivingwaters.

b. Thedischargedoesnotcauseacuteor chronictoxicity in thereceivingwater.

4. Utility companies1operateandmaintainnumerousvaultsandundergroundstructureswithin
theirserviceterritories. Thesevaultsandstructuresmaybe locatedin residential,
agricultural,commercial,or industrialareas. Sizesvaryfrom assmall as15 cubicfeetto
approximately1,500cubicfeet;dependingon their intendeduse,type,or contents.Vaults
areusedto housemeters,filters,pressureregulators,andvalveswith orwithout actuators.

Utility companiesare definedas anyperson,as definedin Section13050 oftheCaliforniaWaterCode,whose
businessis to supply theresources,excludingwater,necessaryfor dayto day living and/oroperations. This
includes,but is not limited to, suppliersof naturalgas, electricity,andtelephoneservices.



Structurescanbeeitherwet or dry. Wetstructuresincludemanholesandhandholesthat
containcables,cableconnections,andsignalenhancers.Dry structuresaresealedmore
tightly andareusuallyair conditionedsincethesecontainswitchgears,computers,and
electronicsthatare sensitiveto environmentalfactors,suchasheatandmoisture.

5. Utility companiesmustde-Waterthevaultsandundergroundstructuresprior to performing
anyrepair,maintenance,and/orinstallationof equipmentfor safetyreasons.Wateris
pumpedfrom thevaultsor structureswhentheamountofWater in thevaults,or structures
interfereswith thesafetyandqualityofthework to be done. Volumeof dischargescould
varyfrom afewgallonsto afewthousandgallonsdependingon theconfigurationand
individual situationat eachvault or structure. Inmostcases,thevolumeof dischargeis less
thanthetotal volumeoftheutility vault. Thedurationofthedischargescould lastafew
minutesto afewhoursdependingon theamountofwaterpresentin thevaultsand
undergroundstructuresandthepumpused.Theamountofwaterin thevaultsor
undergroundstructurescanvary from lessthanafoot deepto full. Typical pumpratesare
five gallonsperminute(gpm)to 20 gpm butcouldbeashigh as60 gpm.

6. Althougha dischargemaybe eligible for coverageunderthis GeneralPermit,theappropriate
RWQCB maydeterminethatthedischargewould be betterregulatedunderan individual or
anothergeneralNPDESpermitorunderwastedischargerequirements(WDRs)for
dischargesto land. If an individual or generalNPDESpermit is issuedor if WDRsareissued
for adischarge,thenthe applicabilityofthis GeneralPermitto this dischargeis immediately
terminatedon theeffectivedateoftheRWQCB permit orWDRs.

7. Thedischargeofwastewaterundertheconditionsofthis GeneralPermitconstitutesthe.
implementationofappropriatecontrolmeasuresto effectivelymanagethedischargeofsuch
wastewaterthroughmunicipalseparatestormsewersystemsinto watersoftheUnitedStates.
However,this GeneralPermitdoesnot preemptor supersedetheauthorityofotherStateor
local agenciesto prohibit, restrict,or controlthe dischargeofwastewaterfrom facilities
subjectto this GeneralPermitin anymannersubjectto theirauthority.

8. ThedesignatedbeneficialusesofsurfacewatersthroughouttheStatemayincludemunicipal,
domestic,industrial,andagriculturalsupply;Watercontactandnon-contactrecreation;
navigation;groundwaterrechargeandfreshwaterreplenishment;hydropowergeneration;
wildlife habitat;cold freshwaterandwarmfreshwaterhabitat;fish migrationandfish
spawning;marinehabitat;.estuarinehabitat;shellfishharvesting;oceancommercialandsport
fishing; areasofspecialbiological significance;andpreservationof rareandendangered
species.To theextentthattheapplicableWaterQuality ControlPlans(WQCPs)designate
additionalor differentbeneficialuses,theWQCPshallcontrol.

9. It is not feasibleto establishnumericeffluentlimitations for pollutantsin dischargesfrom
utility vaultsandundergroundstructures.Instead,theprovisionsof this GeneralPermit’
requireimplementationofPollution PreventionPractices(PPPs)to controlandabatethe
dischargeofpollutantsto surfacewatersandto achievecompliancewith BestAvailable
TechnologyEconomicallyAchievable(BAT)/BestConventionalPollutantControl
Technology(BCT) requirementsandwith applicablewaterquality standards.
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10. TheThreatTo WaterQuality (TTWQ) and’Complexityratingfor this GeneralPermit is Ill-c.
Theannualfee associatedwith this ratingis currently$400.

11. TheSWRCBhasconsideredantidegradationpursuantto 40 CFR131.12and SWRCB
Resolution68-16,anddischargesin compliancewith thisGeneralPermit areconsistentwith
thoseprovisions.

12.Effluent limitationsandtoxic effluent objectivesestablishedpursuantto Sections301,302,
304, and307 oftheCWA andamendmentstheretoareapplicableto thedischarge.

13. In this permittheSWRCB grantsan exceptionfrom Sections1.3 (DeterminationofPriority
PollutantsRequiringWaterQuality-BasedEffluentLimitations) and1.4 (Calculationof
EffluentLimitations)of thePolicy for ImplementationofToxicsStandardsfor Inland
SurfaceWaters,EnclosedBays,andEstuariesof California(SIP) (2000)becausenumeric
effluentlimitationsareinfeasiblefor dischargesfrom utility vaultsandunderground
structures.Grantinganexceptionwill not compromiseprotectionofinland surfacewater,
bay,or estuarmnebeneficialusesandwill servethepublic interestbecause:.

a. A dischargercannotbecoveredunderthis GeneralPermitif thedischargecancauseor
contributeto aviolation ofany applicablewaterquality standards,includingpriority
pollutantstandards;and

b. All dischargerscoveredunderthisGeneralPermitmust‘implementaPollutionPrevention
Plan(PLAN) to ensurecompliancewith all applicablewaterquality standards,including
standardsfor priority pollutants.

14. Theactionto adopta generalNPDESpermitis exemptfrom theprovisionsofChapter3 of
theCaliforniaEnvironmentalQuality Act (CEQA)(PublicResourcesCodeSection21100,
et seq.),in accordancewith Section13389oftheCaliforniaWaterCode.

15. TheSWRCB mustcomply with CEQA whengrantingexceptionsto theSIP. However,in
this case,theSWRCB’sactionon theexceptionsis exemptfrom CEQAin accordancewith
CaliforniaCodeofRegulations,Title 14, Section15061 (b)(3) whichstatesthat CEQA only
appliesto projectswhich havethepotentialfor causingadverseenvironmentaleffects.

16. TheSWRCBhasnotifiedinterestedagenciesandpersons‘of its intentto prescribeWDRsin
this GeneralPermitand hasprovidedthemwith anopportunityfor apublic hearingandan
opportunityto submittheirwrittenviewsandrecommendations.

17. TheSWRCB,in apublic hearing,heardandconsideredall commentspertainingto the
dischargesto beregulatedby this GeneralPermit.

18. This ordershallserveasageneralNPDES permitpursuantto Section402 oftheCWA and
amendmentstheretoandshalltakeeffectupontheeffectivedateof USEPAconcurrencein the
SWRCB’sgrantingoftheexceptionsdiscussedin Finding 13. above.
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that all dischargersindicatingtheirintentionto be regulatedunder
theprovisionsof this GeneralPermitshall complywith thefollowing:

A. Application:

1. Dischargersdescribedin Finding(s)2, 3 and5 areeligible for coverageunderthis
GeneralPermitprovidedthat:

a: Thedischargersubmitsto thefollowing addressacompleteandaccurateNoticeof
Intent (NOI) to comply(AttachmentA), projectmap,andfirst annualfeeto coverall
dischargesby thatdischargerwithin theboundariesof eachRWQCB,asdefinedin
Section13200oftheCaliforniaWaterCode. TheNOI mustbe’ signedin accordance
with thesignatoryrequirementsofStandardProvisionB.2. TheNOI shallbe
submittedto:

Utilities NOI
Regulation Unit
Division of Water Quality
StateWater ResourcesControl Board
P.O. Box 100
Sacramento,CA 95812

b. Thedischarger,uponrequest,submitsany additionalinformationwhichthe SWRCB
and/orRWQCB determinesis necessaryin qrderto ascertainwhetherthe discharge
meetsthecriteriafor coverageunderthisGeneralPermit.

c. ThedischargerdoesnotreceiveawrittenNotificationofExclusion(NOE). The
discharger’sauthorityto dischargeunderthis GeneralPermitterminatesuponreceipt
ofan NOE.

d. If thedischargerreceivesarequestto submitan applicationfor anindividual or other
generalpermitfrom theSWRCB or from an RWQCB, thedischargeris coveredby
thisGeneralPermituntil coveredby an individualorothergeneralpermit.

B. DischargeProhibitions:

Thedischargeofwastesotherthanasdescribedin Findings2 and5 ofthis General
Permitis prohibitedunlessthedischargerobtainscoverageundereitheranothergeneral
permit or an individualpermitthatregulatesthedischargeof suchwastes.

2. Thedischargeof wastewatershallnot createor causeconditionsof nuisanceorpollution.

3. Thedischargeshallnot (a) cause,(b) havea reasonablepotentialto cause,or
(c) contributeto anexcursionaboveanyapplicablecriterionorwater‘quality objective
for thereceivingwatersadoptedby theappropriateRWQCB ortheSWRCBor
promulgatedby USEPApursuantto Section303 of theCWA.

4



a

C. Effluent Limitations:

1. Thedischargeofwastewatercontainingchlorineresidual,visible suspendedsolids,
visible floatingmaterials,and/oroil andgreaseshall be managedusingPPPsasdiscussed
in SectionD,•below.

Thedischargeshallcomplywith this limitation beforeit (a) entersanywaterbody, or
(b) entersamunicipalseparatestormsewersystem.

D. PPPs:

StandardindustrywidePPPshavenotbeendevelopedforutility companies.A utility
companyshallprepareaPollutionPreventionPlan(PLAN) andimplementit wheneverthere
is adischarge.If standardindustrywidePPPsaredeveloped,theneachutility companymay
utilize thestandardindustrywidePPPsasis or maydevelopits ownPLAN utilizing selected
standardindustrywidePPPs,asappropriate.ThePLAN shall beimplementedwhenever
thereis adischarge.All PLANs developedby utility companiesmustmeettheminimum
specificationsasdescribedin AttachmentD.

If anexceedance(s)ofareceivingwaterlimitation definedin “F. ReceivingWater
Limitations” below,expressedaseithernarrativeor numerical,hasbeenidentifiedby the
Permitteeor by theRWQCB asaresultofautility companydischarge,eitherofthe
following.actionsshallbeundertakento ensurecompliancewith this GeneralPermit:

a. ThePermitteeshalldemonstrateto thesatisfactionoftheRWQCB thatthePermitteeis
fully implementingits PLAN in accordancewith “D. PPPs”aboveandcontinued
implementationof thePLAN will preventfutureexceedance(s)ofthereceivingwater
limits; or

b. ThePermitteeshalldevelopandsubmitneworrevisedPPPsto preventfuture
exceedance(s).ThePermitteeshall implementsuchPPPsanddocumenttheprogressof
implementaPonandeffectivenessthereofin theAnnual Reportto theRWQCB Executive
Officer.

E. Solids Disposal:

1. Solidsremovedfrom liquid wastesshallbe disposedofin amannerthat is consistent
with Title 27,ofthe CaliforniaCodeofRegulations(CCR) andapproved.by the
appropriateRWQCB!s~ExecutiveOfficer.
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F. ReceivingWater Limitations:

ReceivingWaterLimitations arebaseduponwaterqualityobjectivescontainedin the
appropriateRWQCB’sWQCPorstatewideWQCPor basedon criteriapromulgatedby
USEPApursuantto CWA Section303. As such,ReceivingWaterLimitationsarearequired
partofthis GeneralPermit. Thedischargeshallnot causethefollowing in thereceiving
water:

1. Concentrationsofdissolvedoxygen(DO) in thereceivingwatersto fall below
7.0 (mg/L)2. DuringanyperiodwhenthereceivingwaterDO concentrationis already
below 7.0mg/L, thedischargeshall not causeany furtherdepressionof theDOcontent.

2. Oils, greases,waxes,floatingmaterial(liquids, solids,foams,andscum)or suspended
materialto createa nuisanceor adverselyaffectbeneficialuses.

3. Alterationoftheapparentcolor,taste,or odorbeyondpresentnaturalbackgroundlevels.

4. Biostimulatorysubstancesto be presentin concentrationsthatpromoteaquaticgrowthsto
theextentthat suchgrowthscausenuisanceoradverselyaffectbeneficialuses.

5. Turbidity in amountswhich adverselyaffect beneficialusesin thereceivingwaters.
Turbidity shallnot increasemorethan20 percentoverbackgroundlevels.2

6. ThenormalambientpH to fall below6.5 orexceed9.0.2

7. Depositionof materialthatcausesa nuisanceoradverselyaffectsbeneficialuses.

8. Significanterosionor alterationofthewatercourse.

9. Thenormalambientreceivingwatertemperatureto be alteredmorethan 50 F.2

10. Total residualchlorineto be presentat concentrationswhicharedetectableusing
approvedmethodsasspecifiedin 40 CFRPart 136.2

11. Tasteor odor-producingsubstancesthatimpart undesirabletastesor odorsto fish flesh or.
otheredibleproductsofaquaticorigin or to causenuisanceor adverselyaffectbeneficial
uses.

12. Radionuclidesto bepresentin concentrationsthatexceedmaximumcontaminantlevels
~
resultin theaccumulationofradionuclidesin thefoodwebto an extentthatpresentsa
hazardto human,plant,animal,or aquaticlife.

2 This limitation shall applyasis unlesstherearemore stringentprovisionsexpressedin eithertheapplicable

RWQdB’s WQCPortheapplicableStateplan. In eithercase,themorestringent limitation shall apply.
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13. Toxicpollutantsto be presentin thewater column,sediments,orbiotain concentrations
•that adverselyaffect beneficialuses,thatproduceadetrimentalresponsein human,plant,
animal,or aquaticlife, or thatbioaccumulatein aquaticresourcesat levelswhich are
harmfulto humanhealth.

14. Violation ofany applicablewaterquality objectivefor receivingwatersadoptedby the
appropriateRWQCB ortheSWRCBorapplicablewaterqualitycriteriaadoptedby
USEPA,pursuantto Section303 oftheCWA.

G. Provisions:

1. Thedischargermustcomplywith all conditionsofthis GeneralPermit includingtimely
submitt~aloftechnicalandmonitoringreportsasdirectedby theappropriateRWQCB’s
ExecutiveOfficer. Violationsmayresultin enforcementaction,includingRWQCB or
courtordersrequiringcorrectiveactionor imposingcivil monetaryliability, or in
revocationof authorizationto dischargeunderthis GeneralPermit.

2. Pursuantto Section13267of.theCaliforniaWaterCode,the dischargershallcomplywith
theattachedMonitoringandReportingProgramfor WaterQuality Order
No.2001-11-DWQ, containedin AttachmentB ofthis GeneralPermitandany revision
thereto.

3. Thedischargershallcomplywith all theapplicableitemsoftheStandardProvisionsand
Reportingfor WasteDischargeRequirements(StandardProvisions)which areapartof
this GeneralPermitasAttachmentC.

4. If autility company’sserviceareaextendsbeyonda singleRWQCB boundary,thenthe
dischargesin eachRWQCB shall becoveredby aseparateenrollmentunderthis General
Permit. An NOI, projectmap,and first annualfeemustbe submittedto theSWRCBfor
eachenrollment.

5. Utility companiesshallprepareandimplementaPLAN asdescribedin SectionD above.
Dischargerswho areenrollingfor thefirst time underthis GeneralPermitshallsubmitthe
PLAN within 90 daysfrom the dateof enrollment underthis GeneralPermit to the
apPropriateRWQCB. Re-enrollees,uponrequestby theSWRCBand/orRWQCB, shall
submit a copy oftheirpreviouslysubmittedPLAN, or if dataornewinformation
warrants,shallsubmitarevisedornewPLAN. Thedischargerwill be requiredto.provide
informationin theNOI regardingthelocationwherethePLAN is to bemaintainedand
theidentificatiowof-an~appropriate~eontaet—person-Qneluding-telephonenumber)for-the
PLAN. Thedischargershall revisethePLAN from time to time asrequestedby the
RWQCB.
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6. For theRWQCB to receiveimmediateandaccurateinformationregardingall pointsof
discharge,thedischargershall establishandmaintaina liaison contactwith the
appropriateRWQCB. A list of designatedliaisonpersonnel,telephonenumber(s),and
specificarea(s)ofresponsibilityshallbesubmittedto theappropriateRWQCBwithin
30 days from the dateof submittal oftheNOI andafteranyupdateto the list.

7. Dischargersdischargingto amunicipalseparatestormsewersystemshallcontactthe
appropriatelocal agencywithjurisdictionoverthesaidmunicipalseparatestormsewer
systemwithin 24 hourswheneverthereis adischargeof 50,000gallonsor moreto its
system.

8. A copyofthis GeneralPermitandthePLAN shallbekeptwherekey operatingpersonnel
canreferto thedocuments.Key operatingand sitemanagementpersonnelshallbe
familiarwith its contents.ThePLAN is considereda public documenfandshallbe
providedto theRWQCB or its staff, uponrequest.

9. Whenrequestedby USEPA,thedischargershallalsocompleteandsubmitDischarge
MonitoringReportsto USEPA. Thesubmittaldateshall be specifiedin therequest.

10. Thedischargeris requiredto retainrecords,includingall monitoringinformationand
copiesof all reportsrequiredby this GeneralPermit, for fiveyearsunlessdirected
otherwiseby anRWQCB.

11. This GeneralPermit expireson July 31, 2006. Thoseenrolleeswhoarecoveredunder
this GeneralPermitatthetime of expirationwill automaticallybe re-enrolledunderthe
reissuedgeneralpermit unlessaNoticeofTerminationorTransfer(NOTT) is submitted
to terminatecoverage.

12. In theeventof anychangein controlor ownershipof landorwastedischargefacilities
presentlyownedorcontrolledby the discharger,thedischargershall notify the
succeedingowneror operatorof theexistenceofthisGeneralPermitby letter,acopyof
whichshallbe immediatelyforwardedto theappropriateRWQCB office. Thedischarger
shallalso submitanNOTT to theappropriateRWQCB andacopyoftheNOTT~to the
SWRCB.

H. RWQCB Authorities:

1. . Following adoptionof this GeneralPermit,RWQCBsshall:

• a. Reviewmonitoringreports,reviewdischarger’sPLANS, conductcompliance
inspections,andtakeenforcementactions.
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b. Issuepermits,astheydeemappropriateto individual dischargers,categories,of
dischargers,ordischargersin ageographicarea.Uponissuanceof suchpermitsby an
RWQCB, theaffecteddischargersshall no longerbe regulatedby this General
Permit.

2. RWQCBsmayrequireadditionalmonitoringandreportingprogramrequirements.

CERTIFICATION

Theundersigned,Clerkto theBoard,doesherebycertifythattheforegoingis a full, true,and
correctcopyofan orderduly andregularlyadoptedatameetingoftheSWRCBheldon
July 19, 2001.

Arthur G. Baggett,Jr.
PeterS. Silva
RichardKatz

None

ABSENT: None

ABSTATN: None

x C rkt theBoard

AYE:

NO:
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STATE WATER RESOURCESCONTROL BOARD

FACT SHEET
FOR WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 2001-11-DWQ

STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES
FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES

TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)
GENERAL PERMIT CAG990002

BACKGROUND

In 1972, thefederalWaterPollution ControlAct, currentlyreferredto asthefederalCleanWater
Act (CWA), wasamendedto providethatthedischargeof pollutantsto watersof the
UnitedStatesfrom anypoint sourceis prohibited,unlessthedischargeis in compliancewith an
NPDESpermit. Thefederalregulationsallowauthorizedstatesto issueeithergeneralpermitsor
individualpermitsto regulatedischargesof pollutantsto watersoftheUnitedStates.On
August15, 1996,theStateWaterResourcesControlBoard(SWRCB) issuedaGeneralPermit
for dischargesfrom utility vaultsandundergroundstructuresto surfacewaters.

In accordancewith Title 40, CodeofFederalRegulations(CFR),theSWRCBmustmeetgeneral
programrequirementsprior to there-issuanceand adoptionofageneralNPDESpermit. General
programrequfrementsincludepreparingadraft GeneralPermit,public noticing, allowinga
public commentperiod,andconductingapublichearing. To meettheserequirements,the
SWRCBpreparedadraft GeneralPermit. Thedraft GeneralPermitwassentto interestedparties
onJune1, 2001 for comments.A public hearingto receivetestimonyfrom interestedpartieswas
scheduledfor July 3, 2001. TheNoticeofPublicHearingwassentto the interestedpartylist at
thesametime thedraft GeneralPermitwassent. A public hearingnoticewasalsopostedin
majornewspapersthroughouttheStateof Californiaon June2, 2001. During thepublic
commentperiod,the SWRCBreceivedrecommendationsfrom the~WRCB’sOffice of Chief
CounselandafewRegionalWaterQuality ControlBoards(RWQCBs). Commentswerealso
receivedfrom otherinterestedparties. Changesweremadeto thedraft GeneralPermitbasedon
theserecommendationsandcomments.Changesincludethedisclosureofwaterquality
violationsandplannedactionsto preventfutureviolationsin theannualmonitoringreport. The
effectivedateof theGeneralPermitwasalsochanged.Case-by-caseexceptionsmustbe
approvedby theU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(USEPA). TheGeneralPermitwill not,
therefore,becomeeffectiveuntil USEPAhastakenappropriateactionto approvethecase-by-
caseexceptions.’Until thisoccurs,thetermsofthe 1996permitwill remainin effect. As such,
theeffectived.ate~was—ehanged-to-after--USERAls-approva1-of-the-exceptions.-Copies-ofthe--- -

reviseddraft GeneralPermitweremadeavailableto thepublic duringtheJuly 3, 2001public
hearing. A representativefrom autility companyprovidedoral commentsandanotherone
providedawrittencommentatthepublic hearing.

This GeneralPermitreissuesthe 1996permit. Sincethe 1996permitwasadopted,theUSEPA
promulgatedtheCaliforniaTaxiesRule (CTR) in May2000. TheCTR, which is codifiedin



40 CFRSection131.38,establishesnumericcriteriafor priority toxic pollutantsfor California.
TheCTR andNationalToxicsRule(NTR) criteriaandwaterqualityobjectivesfor priority
pollutantsin state-adoptedwaterquality controlpians,togetherwith designatedbeneficialuses
in thoseplans,serveaspriority pollutantstandardsfor thestate. Concurrentlywith theCTR
adoption,theSWRCBadoptedaPolicyfor ImplementationofToxics Standardsfor Inland
SurfaceWaters,EnclosedBays,andEstuariesofCalifornia(SIP).

TheSIP establishesproceduresfor selectingpriority pollutantsrequiringwaterquality-based
effluentiimit’ations andfor calculatingthe limits. TheSIP alsoauthorizescase-by-case
exceptionsfrom SIPprovisionsif theSWRCBdeterminesthat(1) theexceptionswill, not
compromiseprotectionofsurfacewaterbeneficialuses,and.(2) thepublic interestwill be served.
Thisproposed,revisedGeneralPermitapprovescase-by-caseexceptionsfrom theSIPprovisions
on theselectionofpriority pollutantsrequiringlimits (Section1 .3) andthecalculationof
numericlimitations (Section1.4). Thepermitproposestheseexceptionsbecausenumeric
effluentlimitations for dischargesfrom utility vaultsandundergroundstructtwesto surface
watersareinfeasible.

Utility companies1mayhavemultipledischargesfrom utility vaultsand otherunderground
structuresasa resultof stormwaterinflow, subterraneanseepage,and/orwatercondensation
fromtheair conditioningunitsof dry structures.Thesevaultsandundergroundstructuresmay
havesmall quantitiesofoil andgreasepresentdueto thenormaloperationofequipment,aswell
assmallquantitiesofotherpollutants. Establishmentofnumericeffluent limitations for
pollutantsfrom utility vaultsandundergroundstructuresis not feasiblebecause (1)utility
companieshavenumerousshortdurationintermittentreleasesofwaterto surfacewatersfrom
manydifferent locations,and(2) treatmentof all thesereleasesto meetnumericeffluent
limitations wouldbe impractical.

This GeneralPermitmeetstheconditionsfor caseLby~caseexceptionsfrom theSIPprovisionson
selectionofpollutantsrequiringwaterquality-basedeffluentlimitationsandcalculationof
numericlimits. Although thepermitdoesnotcontainnumericeffluentlimitations for toxic
pollutants,grantingtheexceptionswill notcompromisetheprotectionofsurfacewaterbeneficial
usesfor severalreasons.First, no dischargercanobtaincoverageunderthepermit if pollutants
in thedischargehavethereasonablepotentialto causeor contributeto awaterquality standards
violation. Second,thepermitrequiresall covereddischargersto implementpollutantprevention
practices(similar to BestManagementPractices{BMPs]) to ensurethatthedischargeswill not
causea waterquality standardsviolation.

SWRCBactionon case-by-caseexceptionsis subjectto theCaliforniaEnvironmentalQuality
Act (CEQA). For thereasonsexplainedabove,theSWRCB’sgrantingof theexceptionsdoes
-not—have-the-potenti-al—for-causing-signifieant--adverse-en-vironmental-effeGts--This General—Permit
is, therefore,exemptfrom CEQA. SeeCal. CodeRegs.,Tit. 14, Sec. 15061(b)(3)..

Utility companiesaredefinedasanyperson,asdefinedin Section 13050ofthe CalifomiaWaterCode,whose

businessis to supplytheresources,excludingwater, necessaryfor dayto day living and/oroperations.This
includes,but isnot limited to, suppliersof naturalgas,electricity, andtelephoneservices.
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Case-by-caseexceptionsmustbe approvedby theUSEPA. ThisGeneralPermitwill not,
therefore,becomeeffectiveuntil USEPAhastakenappropriateactionto approvethecase-by-
caseexceptions.Until this occurs,thetermsof the1996permitwill remainin effect. See
Cal. CodeRegs.,Tit. 23, Sec.2235.4.

Thepurposeof this GeneralPermit is to facilitateregulationof dischargesfrom thede-watering
oftheutility vaultsandundergroundstructures.If autility company’sserviceareaextends
outsideasingleRWQCB boundary,thenthedischargesin eachadj.oiningRegionshallbe
coveredby aseparateenrollmentunderthis GeneralPermit.

I
To obtainauthorizationfor continuedandfuturedischargeto watersoftheUnited States,
dischargersmustsubmitaNoticeof Intent(NOI) to Complyin orderto be regulatedunderthis
GeneralPermit,asprovidedin 40 CFRPart122.28(b) (2).

It is illegal to dischargepollutantsto surfacewaterswithoutanNPDESpermit. Facilitiesthatdo
not obtaincoverageunderthis.or anotherGeneralPermitorunderan individualNPDESpermit
for dischargeto surfacewatersarein violation oftheCWA andthe CaliforniaWaterCode.
Thereare substantialpenalties,whichcanbe pursuedby theSWRCB,RWQCB,USEPA, orby
privatecitizensfor violationoftheselaws.

GENERAL CRITERIA

This GeneralPermit is intendedto cover the short-termintermittentdischargesof pollutantsto
surfacewaters•from utility vaults and undergroundstructures. To be coveredby this General
Permit,dischargesmustmeetthefollowing criteria

1. Pollutantconcentrationsin thedischargedo not (a) cause,(b) haveareasonable

potentialto cause,or (c) contributeto anexcursionaboveany applicablecriterionor
waterqualityobjectivefor thereceivingwatersadoptedby theappropriateRWQCB
ortheSWRCBorpromulgatedby USEPApursuantto Section303 of theCWA,
includingprohibitionsofdischarge.

2. Thedischargedoesnot causeacuteorchronictoxicity in thereceivingwater.

This GeneralPermitdoesnot cover:

1. Dischargesfrom vehicleandequipmentwashing,vehiclemaintenance,and/or
groundwatercleanupactivitiesby utility companies.

2. Utility serviceconstruct-ionactivities-by—utility—companies-engaged-in-developing-serv-ice
areas.Theseactivitiesmaybe coyeredunderthestatewidegeneralNPDESpermitfor
stormwaterdischargesassociatedwith constructionactivities (CASOOOOO2)and/orCWA
Section401 certifications.
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3. Dischargesby utility companiesthatarepermitteesand/orco-permitteesunderUrban
AreawideStormWaterPermits,whichcoverthe intendeddischarges.(Thereis noneed
to seekcoverageunderthis GeneralPermit).

4. Dischargesto a sanitarysewer.Thesedischargesdo not needregulatorycoverageunder
the NPDESProgram,althoughthe agencycontrolling the sanitarysewermust approve
dischargesto its conveyancesystem.

EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS AND RECEIVING WATER LIMITATIONS

NPDESpermitsfor dischargesto surfacewatersmustmeetall applicableprovisionsof
Sections301 and402 oftheCWA. Theseprovisionsrequirecontrolsofpollutantdischargesthat
utilize bestavailabletechnology(BAT) economicallyachievableandbestconventionalpollutant
controltechnology(BCT) to reducepollutantsandanymorestringentcontrolsnecessaryto meet
waterqualitystandards.

It is not feasiblefor the SWRCBto establishnumericeffluent limitationsfor pollutantsin
dischargesfrom utility vaultsandundergroundstructures.Establishmentof numericeffluent
limitations for pollutantsfrom utility vaultsandundergroundstructuresis not feasiblebecause:
(1)utility companieshavenumerousshortdurationintermittentreleasesofwaterto surface
watersfrom manydifferent locations,and (2) treatmentofall thesereleasesto meetnumeric
effluent limitationswould be impractical. Therefore,theeffluentlimitations containedin this
GeneralPermitarenarrativeandincludetherequirementto implementappropriatePollution
PreventionPractices2(PPPs),which areequivalentto BMPs. ThePPPs,which mayinclude
treatmentofdischargesto surfacewaters,will constituteBAT andBCT andwill be requiredto
achievecompliancewith waterqualitystandards.Receivingwaterrequirementsmustbemet by
thedischargerandarestatedaseithernumericalornarrativerequirements,asappropriate.They
areintendedto coverall applicableWaterQuality ControlPlan(WQCP)objectives,including
narrativetoxicity objectives(i,e., ReceivingWaterLimitation 13) andtotal residualchlorine
(TRC) objectives,if any,andall applicablefederalcriteria,includingCTRandNTR criteria.

PPPs

ThedevelopmentofPPPsprovidestheflexibility necessaryto establishcontrols,whichcan
appropriatelyaddressthedifferentsituationsin which utility companiesdischargewaterto
surfacewaters. ThePPPshavetwo major objectives: (1) to helpidentify all thesituationswhich
leadto a dischargefrom utility vaultsandundergroundstructures,and(2) to describeandensure
theimplementationofpracticesto reducepollutantsin thedischargefrom thenormaloperations
of utility companies~

StandardindustrywidePPPshavenot beendevelopedfor utility companies.A utility company
shallprepareaPollution PreventionPlan (PLAN) andimplementit wheneverthereis a
discharge.If standardindustrywidePPPsaredeveloped,theneachutility companymayutilize
thestandardindustrywidePPPsasis ormaydevelopits ownPLAN utilizing selectedstandard

2 Examplesof PPPsinclude,but arenot limited to, preventivemaintenance,employeetraining,sourcemanagement,

pollutanttreatment,andgoodhousekeeping.

4



/7
/

industrywidePPPsasappropriate.ThePLAN shallbe implementedwheneverthereis a
discharge.All PLANs developedby utility companiesmustmeettheminimumspecifications
describedin AttachmentD.

Forhelp in developinga PLAN, dischargersarereferredto the following document:

Industrial/CommercialStormWaterBestManagementPracticeHandbook
StormwaterQuality TaskForce,March 1993

Dischargersareexpectedto be ableto showthatthereareno feasiblealternativesto discharging
to surfacewatersandthatmeasures,suchasPPPs,havebeenimplemented-orwill be
implementedto minimize potentialimpacts. Dischargerswhoareenrollingfor thefirst time
underthis GeneralPermitshall submitthePLAN within 90 daysfrom thedateof enrollment.
Re-enrolleesshallsubmitacopyoftheirpreviouslysubmittedPLAN uponrequestby the
SWRCBand/orRWQCB,or if dataor newinformationwarrants,shallsubmitarevisedor new
PLAN. Thedischargerwill be requiredto provideinformationin theNOI regardingthelocation
ofwherethePLAN is to be maintainedandto identify an appropriatecontactpersonwith regard
to thePLAN.

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

To obtaincoverageunderthis GeneralPermit,anNOI, aprojectmap(s)andfirst annualfeemust
be submitted. A separateenrollmentis requiredfor dischargeslocatedwithin eachRWQCB
boundary,asdefinedin Section13200ofthe CaliforniaWaterCode. Eachenrollmentwill cover
all dischargesoccurringwithin theboundariesofthatRWQCB. Signingthecertificationon the
NOI signifiesthatthedischargerintendsto complywith theprovisionsofthis GeneralPermit.
Dischargersareauthorizedto dischargeuponsubmissionof acompleteandaccurateNOI andthe
first annualfee. Theauthorizationto dischargeunderthis GeneralPermitis terminatedupon.
receiptofaNoticeof Exclusion(NOE)3orupontheadoptionof eitheran individual orother
generalpermitby theappropriateRWQCB. Thedischargermayreceivearequestto submit
additionalinformation. Dischargerswho arealreadycoveredundertheNPDESprogram,
whetherby generalor individual permit,mayelectto continuetheircoverageundertheexisting
permit ormaysubmitanNOI for coverageunderthis GeneralPermit. Dischargerswho submit
an NOI arenotrequiredto submitan individual permitapplication. TheRWQCB may
determinethat adischargersubmittingan NOI is not eligible for coverageunderthis General
Permitandmayrequiresubmittalof anapplicationfor an individualpermit. Individual
applicationforms will be providedby theappropriateRWQCB. TheNOI form maybe found
within this GeneralPermitpackageasAttachmentA. Thefully completedNOI, aprojectmap,
andfirst annualfeeconstituteacompleteapplicationfor coverageunderthis GeneralPermit. An
NOI mustbe~signed-to-bevalid. Attachment-A-~also-includesguidanceon-completingtheNOL

An NOE is aone-pagenoticethat indicatesthat theproposeddischargeris NOT eligible for coverageunderthis
GeneralPermitandstatesthereasonwhy.
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Pleasesubmitthe•completeapplicationto thefollowing address:

Utilities NOI
Regulation Unit
Division ofWater Quality
StateWater ResourcesControl Board
P.O. Box 100
Sacramento,CA 95812

All dischargersdischargingto amunicipalseparatestormsewersystemshall contactthe
appropriatelocal agencywith jurisdictionover the saidmunicipalseparatestormsewersystem.
within 24 hourswheneverthereis adischargeof 50,000gallonsormoreto its system. It is the
SWRCB’s intentionwith this requirementto encouragecontinuingcommunicationbetween
dischargersunderthis GeneralPermitandlocal agenciesresponsiblefor municipalseparate
stormsewersystems.Continuingcommunicationwill reducemisunderstandingsandconcerns
overthetypesofdischargescoveredby thisGeneralPermit.

DISCHARGE PROVISIONS

Dischargersarerequiredto implementtheMonitoring andReportingProgramcontainedin
WaterQuality OrderNo.2001-i1-DWQ. Dischargesarerequiredto benontoxic. The
prohibition againsttoxicity coverschemicalsin concentrationsthataretoxic to human,animal,
plant, andaquaticlife.

This GeneralPermitwill expireon July 31, 2006. Thoseenrolleeswho arecoveredunderthis
GeneralPermit atthetimeofexpirationwill automaticallybere-enrolledunderthereissued
generalpermitunlessaNoticeofTerminationor Transfer(NOTT) is submittedto terminate
coverage.
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C)
AttachmentA

to Water Quality Order
No. 2001-11-DWQ

California Environmental
Protection Agency

Stateof California
StateWaterResourcesControl Board

NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI)
TOCOMPLY WITH THE TERMSOF THE STATEWIDE

GENERALNATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE SYSTEM
(NPDES)PERMIT

GENERAL PERMITNO. CAG990002
FORDiSCHARGE FROM UTILITY VAULTS

AND UNDERGROUNDSTRUCTURES
TO SURFACEWATERS

Mark Only OneItem 1 .EII New DischargeUnderGeneralPermitNo. CAG99O002

2.[] Changeof Information— WDID # _______________

I. LAND DISPOSAL/RECLAMATION

II. VERIFICATION
Haveyou contactedtheappropriateRWQCBor verified in theappropriateWQCPthattheproposeddischargewill notviolate prohibitionsor ordersofthat
RWQCB? Yes LI No III

III. TYPE (CheckAll ThatApply)

SElectric ~NaturalGas ~Telephone MOther
IV. OXVNER.IOPEIR.ATOR II additionaiowners/operatorsareInvolved, providetheIntorniation in asupplementalletter.

7
A. Name Owner/OperatorType(CheckOne)

1.LI City 2.LI County 3.EI State
4.0 Gov. Combo 5.EJPrivate

MailingAddress

City State Zip Code Phone

-~B~-~ContactPerson
1. E Owner2. El Operator 3. El Owner/Operator

LII Additional Owners
V. BILLING ADDRESS

Sendto: Name
Fl Owner/Onerator
El Other Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

The StateWaterResourcesControlBoard’swaterrightsauthorityencouragesthedisposalof wastewateron landor re-useof wastewaterwhere

practical. You mustevaluateandruleoutthis alternativeprior to anydischargeto surfacewaterunderthis Order.

Is land disposal/reclamationfeasible? Yes ~ No D

If No, explain. If Yes,you shouldcontacttheRWQGB. This Orderdoesnot applyif thereis no dischargeto surfacewaters.



C)

STATE USE ONLY
[WDID: RegionalBoard Office DateNOI Received: Date NOT Processed:

FeeAmount Received: Check
S

VI. REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (RWQCB) JURISDICTON
[In what RWQCB’s jurisdiction are you applying for coverage?

VII. POLLUTION PREVENTION PRACTICES PLAN INFORMATION
A. CompanyName ContactPerson

StreetAddressWherethePollution PreventionPracticesPlan is Located Titleof ContactPerson

State Zip Code Phone

VIII. DESCRIPTION OF DISCHARGE
Describethedischarge(s)proposed.List anypotentialpollutantsin thedischarge.Attach additionalsheetsif needed.

IX. CERTIFICATION
“I certify underpenaltyof lawthatthis documentandall attachmentswerepreparedundermy direct supervisionin accordancewith asystemdesignedto assure
thatqualifiedpersonnelproperlygatherandevaluatethe informationsubmitted.Basedon my inquiry of thepersonor personswho managethesystemor those
directlyresponsiblefor gatheringtheinformation,theinformationsubmittedis, true, accurate,andcompleteto thebestofmyknowledgeandbelief. I amaware
thattherearesignificantpenaltiesfor submittingfalseinformation, includingthepossibilityoffine andimprisonment. In addition, I certify that theprovisions
ofthepermit, includingthecriteriafor eligibility andthedevelopmentandimplementationofPollution PreventionPractices,if required,will becompliedwith.”

PrintedName:

Signature:

Title:

Date:

PLEASE SUBMIT THE NOI, FIRST ANNUAL FEE, AND MAP TO THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESS~

UTILITIES NOI
REGULATION UNIT

DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

P.O.BOX 100
SACRAMENTO, CA 95812

X. OTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED
A 8 V2 “x 11” mapof scale=1:24000is suggestedunlesstheserviceareais too largeforsuchascaleto bepractical,in which
caseascaleof up to 1:250000maybe used. If the scale=1:250000is still impractical,amaplargerthan8 ‘A “xli” maybe
used. The mapshall showtheessentialfeaturesof thedistributionsystemfor theserviceareawithin aspecificRWQCB
boundaryandshowthe correspondingsurfacewatersto which watermaybe discharged.Fordischargesin the CentralValley
Region,pleasesubmitanadditionaltwo copiesofthemap,andin theLahcntanRegion,pleasesubmitoneadditionalcopyofthe
map.



C) C)

INSTRUCTIONS
FOR COMPLETING THE NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) FOR THE

• STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES
FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES

TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)
GENERAL PERMIT NO. CAG990002

Theseinstructionsareintendedto helpyou, thedischarger,completetheNOI form for General
PermitNo. CAG990002,“StatewideGeneralNationalPollutantDischargeEliminationSystem
(NPDES)Permit for DischargesFromUtility VaultsandUndergroundStructuresto Surface
Waters” (GeneralPermit).

OneNOJshouldbesubmittedby eachutility companyto coverall dischargeswithin its service
areawithin theboundariesofeachRegionalWaterQuality Control Board(RWQCB).

At thetopof theform, pleasemarkwhetherthis is arequestfor first timecoverageunderthis.
GeneralPermitor this is achangeof informationfor afacility alreadycoveredunderthis
GeneralPermit. If this is achangeof information,pleasesupply theeleven-digitWaste
DischargeIdentification(WDID) numberfor thefacility.

SectionI - Land Disposal/Reclamation

Pleasefill in whetherornot landdisposaland/orreclamationis afeasiblealternative.Checkthe
spacemarked“Yes” or“No,” dependingon yourfindings. If you checkthespace“Yes”, you
shouldcontacttheappropriateRWQCB becauseyourdischargemaynotbecoveredunderthe
NPDESProgram. If you checkedthespace“No”, you needto explainin thespaceprovidedthe
reasonwhythis alternativeis not feasible. If you needmorespacefor theexplanation,provide
theinform4tion in a supplementaryletterattachedwith theNOI.

SectionII- Verification

Pleasefill in whetheror not verification hasbeenmadeto determineif the discharge(s)are in
compliancewith prohibitionsor ordersof the appropriateRWQCB. Checkthe spacemarked
“YES” or“NO”.

SectionIII - Type

Checktheappropriatebox(es)indicatingwhetheryourcompanyis anaturalgas,electric,
• telephone,orother~utilitycompany~ - - -- - -- -
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SectionIV— Owner/Operator

SectionA.

I. Name- Thename(first and last)of theowner/operatorofthefacility. If the owner/operator
is acompany,corpotation,etc.,pleaseput thenameofthecompany,corporation,etc., in this
space.Pleaseprint clearly, or type. Illegibleapplicationswill notbeprocessed.

2. Owner/Operator Type - Pleasechecktheappropriatebox for whichtypeofagencybest
describestheowner/operator.“Gov. Combo.” is anabbreviationfor “Government
Combination”andindicatesthattheowner/operatoris ajoint powersagencycreatedby two•
ormoregovernmentagencies.Privatebusinessesshouldcheckthe“Private” box.

3. Mailing Address - Thestreetnumberandstreetnamewheremail andcorrespondence
shouldbe sent(P.O.Box is acceptable).

4. City, State,and Zip Code - Thecity, state,andzip codethatapply to themailingaddress
given.

5. Telephone- Daytimetelephonenumberofthe owner/operatorgiven.

SectionB.

1. Contact Person - Pleaselist thename(first andlast)ofthecontactpersonfor the
owner/operator(agency,corporation,privatebusiness,etc.)listedabove.

2. Pleasecheckoneof theboxesto theright of “ContactPerson”to indicatewhetherthename
givenin SectionA is theowner,theoperator,orboththeownerandtheoperator.

3. Additional Owners- Pleasecheckthisbox if thereis morethanoneowner/operator.
Providetheadditionalinformationin asupplementaryletteraddressedto theappropriate
RWQCB and accompanyingthisNOI.

Section V— Billin2 Address

1. SendTo: - Pleasechecktheappropriatebox. If thebilling shouldbe sentto theproperty
owner,pleaseenterthe informationto theright Q~Jyif it is different fromthe information
givenabove. If thebilling shouldbe sentsomewhereelseor to someoneelse,pleasecheck
thebox titled “OTHER” andfill in the informationon theright.

2. Name- Thename(first andlast)of thepersonwho will be responsiblefor thebilling.
3. Mailing Address - Thestreetnumberandstreetnamewherethebilling shouldbe sent

(P.O.Box is acceptable).
4. City, State,and Zip Code - The city, state,andzip codethat applyto themailing address

given.
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SectionVI - RWOCBJurisdiction

Pleasefill in thenumberoftheRWQCB for which youareapplying. Thenumbersfor each
RWQCB aregivenbelow.

1- NorthCoast 2- SanFranciscoBay
3- CentralCoast 4- Los Angeles
5- CentralValley 6- Lahontan

(Sacramento,Fresno,Redding) (SouthLakeTahoe,Victorville)
7- ColoradoRiver Basin 8- SantaAna
9- SanDiego

RWQCB boundariesaredefinedin Section13200oftheCaliforniaWaterCode. If applyingfor
coverageunderRWQCB 5, pleasesendin two additionalcopiesoftherequiredmap,andif
applyingfor coverageunderRWQCB 6, pleasesendin oneadditionalcopyof therequiredmap.

SectionVII - Pollution PreventionPlan (PLAN) In formation

1. Company Name - Thelegalnameofthecompanyapplyingfor coverageunderthis General
Permit.

2. Contact Person - Pleaselist thecompanycontactpersonwho wouldbe responsiblefor the
preparationandimplementationof thePLAN.

3. StreetAddress Where the PLAN is Located - Pleasegive thestreetnumberandstreet
namewherethePollutionPreventionPracticesPlanwill be keptfor referenceandreviewby
personnel.

4. Title of ContactPerson - Theofficial companytitle ofthecontactperson.
5. City and Zip Code - Thecity andzip codethatapplyto thestreetaddressgiven.
6. Telephone- Thedaytimetelephonenumberofthecontactperson.

SectionVIII - DescriptionofDisc/iar~e

Give a narrativedescriptionofthetypesofoperationsthat occurandthepotentialpollutantsthat
maybe containedin thedischarge.

SectionIX - Certification

1. Printed Name - Pleaseprint yournamelegibly. This sectionshouldbe filled out by the
personresponsibleaccordingto SectionB.2.a. oftheStandardProvisions(AttachmentC).

2. Signature and Date - Signatureof nameprintedaboveandthedatesigned.
3. Title - Theprofessionaltitle-of the-person-signingthe-NOI; - -
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Attachment B
to Water Quality Order
No. 2001-11-DWQ

STATE WATER RESOURCESCONTROL BOARD

MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM FOR
STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES)PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES
FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES

TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)
GENERAL PERMIT NO. CAG990002

Utility companies’coveredby this GeneralPermitthat proposeto dischargeatnumerouspoints
arerequiredto implementtheMonitoring andReportingProgramidentified in this Attachment.

Monitoring and Reporting Program

A. Disohargerswho areenrolling for thefirst timeunderthis GeneralPermitshalldevelopa
representativesamplingandanalysisprogramto be usedascasestudiesto representthe
typical typesofdischargesoccurringwithin theirserviceareas.Re-enrolleesarerequired
to submitcasestudiesonly for newly identifiedtypesof dischargesnotpreviously
coveredin the initial casestudies. Thesecasestudieswill be usedto providereasonable
assurancethatthedischargeswill complywith therequirementsof theGeneralPermit.
Thecasestudiesshall be completedwithin six monthsfrom thedateof enrollmentunder
theGeneralPermit,.orassoonaspossible,butwithin aperiodof twelvemonthsin the
caseofdischargesthat occurinfrequently. In thecasestudies,thedischargershall: (1)
definethetypesofdischargesthatoccur,and(2) takeup to five representativesamplesof
eachtypeofdischargeandanalyzethesamples,usingtestproceduresspecifiedin
Title 40, Codeof FederalRegulations(CFR),Part136, for thefollowing constituents:

Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH)
Total SuspendedSolids
Oil and Grease
pH

Samplestakenshallbe representativeofthe-monitored-activities-andshall-be-performed-after
the implementationof thePollution PreventionPracticesoutlinedin thePollutionPrevention
Plan (PLAN).

‘Utility companiesaredefinedas anyperson,as definedin § 13050of theCaliforniaWaterCode,whosebusinessis
to supplytheresources,excludingwater,necessaryfor dayto dayliving and/oroperations.This includes,but is not
limited to, suppliersof naturalgas,electricity,andtelephoneservices.



2

Thedischargershallprovidein thecasestudiesat leastthefolJ~owing:

1. A list ofthetypical typesofdischargesthat occurin theprojectarea.
2. A rationalefortheselectionofsamplinglocations.
3. A descriptionofthesamplingmethods,locations,andfrequencyofmonitoring for each

typeofdischarge.
4. Theresultsofany analysisdonefor eachtypeofdischarge.

Dischargerswho arefirst time enrolleesshallsubmitcasestudieswith thefirst annual
report,asdescribedin SectionIII, andshallconstitutethefirst year’sannualmonitoring.
Casestudiesfor newly identifiedtypesofdischargesnotpreviouslycoveredorsubmitted
with thefirst annualreportshallbesubmittedwith theannualreportfor that sameyear
whenthecasestudiesareperformed.

B. Annually, thedischarger,usingtestproceduresspecifiedin 40 CFRPart 136, shall
analyzearepresentativesamplefor eachtypeof dischargelisted in thecasestudies
requiredby ProvisionA. 1. abovefor thefollowing constituents:

Constituent SampleType
TPH Grab
Oil andGrease Grab

Theresultsofsuchanalysisshallbe.reportedin the annualreport. Grabsamplesshallbe
collectedattheapplicablepointofdischarge(eitherat thestormdrainor thereceiving
water). If adischargermonitorstheaboveconstituentsmore frequentlythanrequiredby
this GeneralPermit, thentheresultsofsuchmonitoringshall be includedin the
calculationandreportingof thedatasubmittedin theannualreport,but atno time will
thedischargerberequiredto submitmonitoringresultsfor morethantwice thefrequency
required.

C. Thedischargershallprovidean 8-1/2” x 11’ map showingthelocationof thesamples
takenfor thecasestudieswith respectto the distributionsystem. Themapshall be ata
scaleof at least1:24,000(1 “, 2000’) (e.g.,USGS7.5’ topographicmap). If theservice
areais too largefor suchascaleto bepractical,thenascaleofup to 1:144000maybe
used.If a scaleof 1:144000is still impractical,amaplargerthan 8-1/2” x 11” maybe
used.Themapshallalsoshow,within reasonfor thefinal scale,thesurfacewaters
within theboundariesoftheserviceareato whichwatermaybe discharge~l.

D. TheMonhoringandReportingProgrammustcomplywith theprovisionsstatedin
“StandardProvisionsandReportingfor Waste~DischargeRequirements(NP-DES)”
(AttachmentC), SectionlB, ‘Monitoring andReportingRequirements.”

2



2

II. Records

Recordsof all monitoring information andcopiesof all reportsrequiredby this General
Permit shallbe retainedfor a period of at leastfive years from the dateof the sample,
observation,measurement,or report..

Theserecordsshallinclude:

1. Thedate,place,andtimeof site inspections,sampling,visualobservation,and/or
measurement;

2. Theindividual(s)who performedthe siteinspections,sampling,visualobservations,
and/ormeasurements;

3. Thedimension,sizeand/orvolumeofvault;
4. Flowmeasurements(if required)anddurationof discharge;
5. Theestimatedvolumeofdischarge;
6. Thedateandtimeof analyses;
7. Thelaboratory,staff, or wholesalerwho performedtheanalyses;
8. Analytical results.

III. Reporting

Annual monitoringresultsshall be submittedto theRegionalWaterQuality Control
Board(RWQCB)by the20thdayofMarch for theprecedingcalendaryear. In
reportingthemonitoringdata,thedischargershallarrangethedatain tabularform so that
thesamplinglocation,date,constituents,concentrations,unitsofmeasurementsand
reportinglimits arereadilydiscernible. Thedatashall be summarizedin suchamanner
asto illustrateclearlywhetherthedischargecomplieswith wastedischargerequirements.
Any violationsshall b.e disclosedanddiscussed,togetherwith anycorrective,actions
takenorplannedto achievecompliance..

Thedischargerwill submitthecasestudiesasthefirst annualreport.

All reportssubmittedin responseto this GeneralPermitshall comply with signatory
requirementsofStandardProvisionsB.2 (AttachmentC).

All reportsshallbesubmittedto theappropriateRWQCB ExecutiveOfficer.
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C) C)
Attachment C
to Water Quality Order
No. 2001-11-DWQ

STATE WATER RESOURCESCONTROL BOARD (SWRCB)
STANDARD PROVISIONS AND REPORTING FOR

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDR) FOR
STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES
FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES

TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)
GENERAL PERMIT NO. CAG990002

A. GeneralProvisions

1. Duty to Comply[Title 40, Codeof FederalRegulationsPart 122.41(a)]
[CaliforniaWaterCode(CWC) Section133811]

a. Thedischargermustcomplywith all oftheconditionsof this GeneralPermit. Any general
permit noncomplianceconstitutesaviolation oftheCleanWaterAct (CWA) andthe
Porter-CologneWaterQuality ControlAct (Porter-Cologne)andis groundsfor
enforcementaction,for generalpermittermination,revocationandreissuanceor
modification,or for denialofa generalpermitrenewalapplication.

b. Thedischargershallcomplywith effluent standardsorprohibitionsestablishedunder
Section307(a)oftheCWA for toxic pollutantsandwith standardsfor sewagesludgeuseor
disposalestablishedunderSection405(d)oftheCWA within thetimeprovidedin the
regulationsthatestablishthesestandardsorprohibitionsevenif this GeneralPermithasnot
beenmodified to incorporatetherequirement.

2. Duty to Mitigate [40 CFR.122.41(d)]

a. Thedischargershalltakeall reasonablestepsto minimizeorpreventany dischargein
violation ofthis GeneralPermit,whichhasareasonablelikelihoodof adverselyaffecting
humanhealthor theenvironment.

3. ProperOperationandMaintenance[40 CFR122.41(e)]

a. Thedischargeratall timesshall properlyoperateandmalntainall facilitiesandsystemsof
treatmentan&controL(an&relate&appurtenances)thatare~installed-orusedby-the -

dischargerto achievecompliancewith this GeneralPermit. Properoperationand
maintenancealsoincludesadequatelaboratorycontrolsandappropriatequality assurance
procedures.This provisionrequirestheoperationofbackuporauxiliary facilities orsimilar

• • systems,which areinstalledby a dischargeronly whennecessaryto achievecompliance
with theconditionsofthis GeneralPermit.
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4. PermitActions [40CFR 122.41(f)][CWC 13263(e)][40 CFR122.44(b)(1)]

a. This GeneralPermitmaybe modified,revokedandreissued,or terminatedfor cause.The
filing ofa requestby thedischargerfor apermitmodification,revocationandreissuance,or
termination,or a notification ofplannedchangesoranticipatednoncompliancedoesnot
stayanypermit condition.

b. If anytoxic effluentstandardor prohibition (including anyscheduleofcompliance
specifiedin sucheffluent standardorprohibition) is promulgatedunderSection3 07(a)of
the CWA for atoxic pollutantwhich is presentin thedischarge,andthat standard.or
prohibitionis morestringentthanany limitation on thepollutantin thisGeneralPermit, this
GeneralPermitshallbemodified orrevokedandreissuedto conformto thetoxic effluent
standardorprohibition andthedischargersonotified.

5. PropertyRights[40CFR122.41(g)][CWC 13263(g)]

a. ThisGeneralPermitdoesnotconveyany propertyrights ofany sort orany exclusive
privileges.

b. All dischargesofwasteintowateroftheStateareprivileges,not rights.

6. Duty to ProvideInformation[40CFR 122.41(h)]

a. Thedischargershall furnishtheRegionalWaterQuality ControlBoard(RWQCB),the
SWRCB,or theU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(USEPA),within areasonabletime,
anyinformationwhich theRWQCB, SWRCB, orUSEPAmayrequestto determine
compliancewith thisGeneralPermit. Uponrequest,thedischargershallalsofurnishto the
RWQCB, SWRCB,orUSEPA, copiesofrecordsrequiredby this GeneralPermitto be
kept.

7. InspectionandEntry [40 CFR122.41(h)]

a. Thedischargershallallow theRWQCB, SWRCB, USEPA,and/ortheirauthorized
representatives(includingan authorizedcontractoractingastheirrepresentative),uponthe
presentationofcredentialsandotherdocumentsasmaybe requiredby law, to:

(1) Enteruponthedischarger’spremiseswhere’aregulatedfacility oractivity is locatedor
conducted,orwhererecordsarekeptundertheconditionsof this GeneralPermit;and

(2) Inspectandphotograph,atreasonablet-imes,~anyfac.ilities,~equipment-(inGluding
monitoringandcontrolequipment),Practices,or operationsregulatedor required
underthis GeneralPermit;and

(3) Have accessto and copy, at reasonabletimes, anyrecordsthatmustbekeptunderthe
conditionsofthis GeneralPermit;and
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(4) Sampleor monitor,at reasonabletimes, for thepurposesofassuringGeneralPermit
complianceoras otherwiseauthorizedby theCWA orPorter-Cologne,any
substancesor parametersatany location.

8. BypassandUpset[40CFR122.41(m)][40 CFR122.41(n)]

a. Definitions.

(1) “Bypass”meanstheintentionaldiversionofwastestreamsfrom any portionof a
treatmentfacility.

(2) “Severepropertydamage”meanssubstantialphysicaldamageto property,damageto
thetreatmentfacilities which causesthemto becomeinoperable,orsubstantialand
permanentlossof naturalresourceswhich canreasonablybe expectedto occurin the
absenceof abypass.Severepropertydamagedoesnotmeaneconomiclosscausedby
delaysin production.

(3) “Upset” meansanexceptionalincidentin whichthereis unintentionalandtemporary
noncompliancewith technology-basedgeneralpermiteffluentlimitations becauseof
factorsbeyondthereasonablecontrolof thedischarger.An upsetdoesnbt include
noncomplianceto theextentcausedby operationalerror, improperlydesigned
treatmentfacilities, inadequatetreatmentfacilities, lackof preventivemaintenance,or
carelessor improperoperation.

b. ProhibitionofBypass.

(1) Bypassis prohibited,andtheRWQCBmaytakeenforcementactionagainsta
permitteefor bypass,unless:

(a) Bypasswasunavoidableto preventlossof life, personalinjury, or severe
propertydamage;

(b) Therewereno feasiblealternativesto thebypass,suchastheuseofauxiliary
treatmentfacilities, retentionof untreatedwastes,ormaintenanceduringnormal
periodsof equipmentdowntime. This conditionis notsatisfiedif adequate
back-upequipmentshouldhavebeeninstalledin theexerciseof reasonable
engineeringjudgementto preventa bypasswhich occurredduringnormal
periodsofequipmentdowntimeorpreventivemaintenance;and

(c) Thepermitteesubmittednoticesasrequiredunder40 CFR122.41 (in) (3).

c. ConditionsNecessaryfor a DemonstrationofUpset.

(1) A permitteewho wishesto establishtheaffirmative defenseof upsetshall
demonstratethroughproperlysignedcontemporaneousoperatinglogs or other
relevantevidencethat:

(a) An upsetoccurredandthatthepermitteecanidentify thecause(s)of theupset;
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(b) Thepermittedfacility wasbeingproperlyoperatedatthetime;

(c) Thepermitteesubmittednoticeof theupsetasrequiredin 24 Hour Reporting;
and

(d) Thepermitteecompliedwith anyremedialmeasuresrequiredunder

40 CFR122.41 (d).

d. Burdenof Proof.

In anyenforcementproceeding,thepermitteeseekingto establishthe occurrenceof an
upsethastheburdenofproof.

9. Transfers[40 CFR122.41(L)(3)] [CWC 133771][40CFR122.61(a)(b)]

a. This GeneralPermit is not transferableto anypersonexceptafternoticeto theRWQCB.
TheRWQCB mayrequiremodificationorreissuanceoftheGeneralPermitconditionsto
changethenameofthedischargerandincorporatesuchotherrequirementsasmaybe
necessaryunderthe CWA andPorter-Cologne.

10. Severability

a. Theprovisionsofthis GeneralPermitareseverableand,if anyprovisionsofthis General
Permitor theapplicationof anyprovisionsofthis GeneralPermit to any circumstanceis
held invalid, theapplicationof suchprovisionto othercircumstancesandtheremainderof
this GeneralPermitshall notbe affectedthereby.

11. Pollution,Contamination,orNuisance[CWC 13050]

a. Neitherthetreatmentnorthedischargeshall createaconditionofpollution, contamination,
ornuisance.

B. Monitoring and Reporting Reciuirements

I. MonitoringandRecords(40 CFR l22~4l~)][Title 23, CaliforniaCodeof Regulations,
Div. 3, Ch. 14]

a. Samplesandmeasurementstakenfor thepurposeof monitoringshallberepresentativeof
themonitoredactivity.

b.. Recordsofmonitoringinformationshall include:

(1) Thedate,exactplace,andtime ofsamplingormeasurements;

(2) Theindividual(s)who performedthe samplingor measurements;

(3) Thedimensions,sizeand/orvolumeofvault;
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(4) Thedurationof thedischarge;

(5) Theestimatedvolumeof discharge;

(6) Thedate(s)analyseswereperformed;

(7) Theindividual(s)who performedtheanalysis;

(8) Theanalyticaltechniquesormethodsused;and

(9) Theresultsof suchanalyses.

c. Monitoring resultsmustbeconductedaccordingto testproceduresunder
40 CFRPart136 or, in the caseofsludgeuseordisposal,approvedunder40 CFRPart 136

unlessotherwisespecifiedin 40 CFRPart 503 orunlessothertestprocedureshavebeen
specifiedin this GeneralPermit.

2. SignatoryRequirements[40 CFR122-41(k)] [40CFR122.221]

a. All generalpermit applicationsorNoticesofIntentsubmittedto theRWQCB, SWRCB,
and/orUSEPA shallbe signedasfollows:

(1) For acorporation: by aresponsiblecorporateofficer. Forthepurposeofthis
provision,a responsiblecorporateofficer means:apresident,secretary,treasurer,or
vicepresidentofthecorporationin chargeof aprincipalbusinessfunction,or any
otherpersonwho performssimilarpolicy or decision-makingfunctionsfor the
corporation,orthemanagerofoneormoremanufacturing,production,or operating
facilities employingmorethan250 personsorhavinggrossannualsalesor
expendituresexceeding$25 million (in secondquarter1980dollars),if authorityto
sign documentshasbeenassignedor delegatedto themanagerin accordancewith
corporateprocedures.

(2) For apartnershipor soleproprietorship:by ageneralpartneror theproprietor,
• respectively;or

(3) For amunicipality,State,federal,orotherpublicagency: by eitheraprincipal
executiveofficer orrankingelectedofficial. Forpurposesof thisprovision,a

• principalexecutiveofficer ofafederalagencyincludes: thechiefexecutiveofficer
havingresponsibilityfortheoverall operationsof aprincipalgeographicunitof the
agency(e.g.,RegionalAdministratorsof USEPA)

b. All reportsrequiredby this GeneralPermit andotherinformationrequestedby the
RWQCB, SWRCB,or USEPAshallbe signedby apersondescribedin paragraph(a) of
thisprovisionor by aduly authorizedrepresentativeofthatperson. A personis aduly
authorizedrepresentativeonly if:
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(1) Theauthorizationis madein writing by apersondescribedin paragraph(a) of this
provision;

(2) Theauthorizationspecifiedeitheranindividual or‘a positionhavingresponsibilityfor
theoverall operationof theregulatedfacility or actiVity, suchasthePositionofplant
manager,operatorofawell orawell field, superintendent,positionof equivalent
responsibility,or anindividualor positionhavingoverall responsibilityfor
environmentalmattersfor thecompany(aduly authorizedrepresentativemaythusbe
eithera namedindividual or anyindividual occupyinganamedposition);and

(3) Thewrittenauthorizationis submittedto theRWQCB, SWRCB,or USEPA.

c. If anauthorizationunderparagraph(b) ofthis provisionis no longeraccuratebecausea
different individual orpositionhasresponsibility,for theoverall operationofthefacility, a
newauthorizationsatisfyingtherequirementsofparagraph(b) ofthis provisionmustbe
submittedto theRWQCB, SWRCB,or USEPAprior to or togetherwith, any reports,
information,applications,orNOIs to be signedby an authorized,representative.

d. Any personsigninga documentunderparagraphs(a) or (b) of thisprovisionshallmakethe
following certification:

“1. certify underpenaltyoflawthatthisdocumentandall attachmentswerepreparedunder
my directionor supervisionin accordancewith a systemdesignedto assurethat qualified
personnelproperlygatherandevaluatethe informationsubmitted. Basedon my inquiryof
thepersonor personswhomanagethe systemorthosepersonsdirectly responsiblefor
gatheringtheinformation,theinformationsubmitted,to thebestofmy knowledgeand
belief, is true,accurate,and complete.I amawarethat therearesignificantpenaltiesfor
submittingfalseinformation,includingthe possibilityoffine andimprisonmentfor
knowing violations.”

3. Monitoring Reports[40 CFR 122.41(1)(4)]

a. Monitoringresultsshallbe reportedatthe intervalsspecifiedin theGeneralPermit.

b. Monitoringresultsmustbereportedon aDischargeMonitoringReport(DMR) form or
•forms approvedby theRWQCB or SWRCBfor repoitingresults.ofmonitoringof
pollutantsandsludgeuseordisposalpractices.

c. Calculationsfor all limitations,whichrequireaveragingofmeasurements,shallutilize an
arithmeticmeanunlessotherwisespecifiedin this GeneralPermit.

4. ComplianceSchedules[40CFR122.41(l)(5)]

a. Reportsof complianceornoncompliancewith interimandfinal requirementscontainedin
any compliancescheduleofthis GeneralPermitshallbe submittedno laterthan14 days
following eachscheduledate.
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5. Twenty-fourHourReporting[40CFR122.41(1)(6)]

a. Thedischargershall reportanynoncompliancethat mayendangerhealthor the
environment:Any informationshall be providedorallywithin 24 hoursfrom thetimethe
dischargerbecomesawareof thecircumstances.A writtensubmissionshallalsobe
providedwithin five daysof thetimethedischargerbecomesawareofthecircumstances.
Thewritten submissionshall containadescriptionof thenoncomplianceand its cause,the
periodofnoncompliance,includingexactdatesandtimesand,if thenoncompliancehasnot
beencorrected,the anticipatedtimeit is expectedto continue,and,stepstakenorplannedto
reduce,eliminate,andpreventreoccurrenceofthenoncompliance.

b. Thefollowing shallbe includedasinformationthatmustbe reportedwithin 24 hoursunder
this paragraph:

(1) Any bypasswhich exceedsany effluent limitation in the GeneralPermit.

(2) Any upsetwhich exceedsany effluentlimitation in theGeneralPermit.

(3) Violation ofamaximumdaily dischargelimitation for anyof thepollutantslisted in
this GeneralPermitis to bereportedwithin 24 hours. TheRWQCB maywaiVe the
above-requiredwrittenreportunderthis provisioii onacase-by-casebasisif an,oral
reporthasbeenreceivedwithin24 hours.

6. OtherNoncompliance[40CFR122.41(1)(7)]

a. Thedischargershall reportall instancesofnoncompliancenot reportedunder
Provisions(B.3), (B.4),and(2.5)atthetimemonitoringreportsaresubmitted. Thereports
shallcontainthe informationlisted in Provision(B.5).

7. OtherInformation[40CFR 122.41(l)(8)]

a. Whenthe dischargerbecomesawarethatit failedto submitany relevantfactsin aGeneral
PermitapplicationorNOI orsubmittedincorrectinformationin aGeneralPermit
application,NOI, or in anyreportto theRWQCB, SWRCB,orUSEPA,thedischargershall
promptly submit suchfactsor information.

8. PlannedChanges[40 CFR122.41(l)(1)]

a. Thedischargershallgive noticeto theRWQCB assoonaspossibleof any plannedphysical
alterationsor additionsto thepermittedfacility. Noticeis requiredunderthisprovision
only when:

(1) Thealterationor additionto apermittedfacility maymeetone ofthecriteriafor
determiningwhetherafacility is anewsourcein 40 CFRPart122.29(b);or

(2) Thealterationoradditioncouldsignificantly changethenatureor increasethe
quantityofpollutants.discharged.This notification appliesto pollutantswhichare
subjectneitherto effluent limitations in theGeneralPermitnorto notification
requirementsunder40 CFRPart122.42(a)(1);or
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(3) Thealterationor additionresultsin asignificantchangein thedischarger’ssludgeuse
or disposalpractices,and suchalteration,addition,orchangemayjustify the
applicationof GeneralPermitconditionsthat aredifferentfrom or absentin the
existinggeneralpermit, includingnotWcationofadditionaluseordisposalsitesnot
reportedduringtheGeneralPermitapplication/NOIprocessornot reportedpursuant
to anapprovedlandapplicationplan.

9. AnticipatedNoncompliance[40 CFR122.41(l)(2)]

a. Thedischargershallgive advancenoticeto theRWQCB orSWRCB ofany planned
changesin thepermittedfacility or activity, whichmayresultin noncompliancewith
GeneralPermitrequirements.

10. DischargeMonitoringQuality Assurance(DMOA) Program[SWRCB/USEPA106 MOA]

a. Thedischargershallconductappropriateanalyseson any sampleprovidedby USEPAAs
partoftheDMQA program. Theresultsof suchanalysesshallbe submittedto USEPA’s
DMQA manager.

C. Enforcement Provisions

1. TheCWA providesthat any personwho violatesa generalpermit conditionimplementing
Sections301, 302, 306, 307, 308,318, or 405 oftheCWA is subjectto acivil penaltynot to
exceed$25,000perdayofviolation. Any personwho negligentlyviolatesgeneralpermit
conditionsimplementingSections301, 302, 306, 307, 308, 318, or405 of theCWA is subject
to afineof not lessthan $2,500normorethan$25,000perday for eachviolation,or by
imprisonmentofnotmorethanoneyear,or both. Higherpenaltiesmaybe imposedfor
knowing violationsandfor repeatoffenders.Porter-Cologneprovidesfor civil andcriminal
penaltiescomparableto and in somecasesgreaterthanthoseprovidedundertheCWA.
[40CFR122.41(a)(2)][CWC Sections13385 and13387]

2. TheCWA providesthat anypersonwho knowinglymakesany falsestatement,representation,
orcertificationin anyrecordor otherdocumentsubmittedorrequiredto be maintainedunder
this GeneralPermit, includingmonitoringreportsor reportsof complianceornoncompliance,
uponconviction,shallbe punishedby afine of notmorethan$10,000perviolation,orby
imprisonmentfornotmorethansix monthsperviolation,orby both. [40CFR122-41(k)(2)].

3. TheCWA providesthat anypersonwhofalsifies,tamperswith, orknowingly renders
inaccurate•anymonitoringdeviceor methodrequiredto be maintainedunderthis General
Permit,uponconviction,shallbepunishedby a—fine-of-notmoreihan$i0,OOOyori5y.
imprisonmentfor notmorethantwo years,orboth. Higherpenaltiesmaybe imposedfor
repeatoffenders.[40 CFR 122.41(j)(5)].
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Attachment D

STATE WATER RESOURCESCONTROL BOARD
WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 2001-11-DWQ

CRITERIA FOR A POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN FOR THE
STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES
FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES

TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)
GENERAL PERMIT NO. CAG990002

Utility companies1coveredby thisNPDES GeneralPermitthatproposeto dischargeatnumerous
pointsarerequiredto implementaPollutionPreventionPlan(PLAN) wheneverthereis.adischarge2.
Thefollowing elementsshallconstitutea completeandacceptablePLAN.

1. ThePLAN shallbedivided into atleastfoursections: (1) ScheduledDischarges,(2)Unscheduled
Discharges,(3) ReservoirDischarges(if any),and (4) EmergencyOperationDischarges.

2. ThePLAN shallinclude,atleast,the following items:

a. A mapshowingtheessentialfeaturesof thedistributionsystemfor theserviceareawithin a
specificRegionalWaterQuality ControlBoard(RWQCB)boundaryandshowingthe
correspondingsurfacewatersto whichwatermaybe discharged.Themapshouldbe to ascale
of 1:24000if practical. If theabovescaleis not practical,thenascaleofup to 1:144000may
beused. If thisscaleis notpracticalaswell, thenthemapmaybelargerthan8-1/2” x 1 1”.

b. Foreachsectionof thePLAN, includeanarrativedescriptionofthefollowing:

(1) Thetypesofdischargesthatoccur.
(2) Thepollutantconstituentsexpectedin eachtypeofdischarge.
(3) The approximateduration(expressedasa range)ofeachtypeof discharge.
(4) Existing structuralandnonstructuralcontrolmeasures(if any) to reducepollutantsin

dischargesto surfacewater.

c. For eachsectionofthePLAN, describetheappropriatePollution PreventionPractices(PPPs).
TheappropriatePPPsshall reflectidentifiedtypesof dischargesandpotentialsourcesof
pollutants. Thedescriptionof thePPPsshallinclude:

(1) A detaileddescriptionof theparticularPPP.
(2) Operatingprocedures.Samplefield calculationsto be performed(if pertinent).

‘Utility companiesare definedasanyperson,asdefinedin § 13050of theCaliforniaWaterCode,whosebusinessis to
supplytheresources,excludingwater,necessaryfor day-to-dayliving and/oroperations.This includes,but is not limited
to, suppliersof naturalgas,electricity,andtelephoneservices.

2 If andwhenthe StateWaterResourcesControl BoardapprovesstatewidePollutionPreventionPractices(PPPs)for

utilities, thedischargerswill havetheoption of: (1) adoptingthe statewidePPPsastheir own; (2) adoptingelementsof the
statewidePPPs,supplementedwith the discharger’sown PPPs,astheir ownPLAN; or (3) developingtheir ownPLAN.



0
(3) Monitoringandevaluation.
(4) Suitableapplicationsfor thePPP.
(5) Structuraldiagrams(if pertinent).
(6) Advantagesandlimitationsof thePPP.
(7) References.

Inaddition

:

1. ThePLAN shallbe designedto complywithbestavailabletechnology!bestconventional
pollutantcontroltechnology(BAT/BCT), andto ensurecompliancewith waterquality
standards.

2. The PLAN, shallbe retainedby thedischargerandmadeavailableuponrequestofa
representativeoftheRWQCB. Thecontactperson,telephonenumber,andaddresswherethe
PLAN is to bemaintainedshallbe.submittedin thedischarger’sNoticeofIntent.

3. ThedischargershallamendthePLAN wheneverthereis achangein construction,operation,or
maintenance,whensuchamendmentis necessaryto ensurecompliancewith BAT/BCT and
receivingwaterlimits. ThePLAN shallalsobe amendedif it is in violation ofany conditions
ofthis GeneralPermitorhasnotachievedthegeneralobjectiveof controlling-pollutantsin
dischargesto surfacewaters.

4. TheRWQCB maynotify thedischargerthat thedischarger’sPLAN doesnotmeetoneormore
of theminimumrequirementsofthis Attachment.A timescheduleto makethechangeswill be
includedwith thisnotification. After making therequiredchanges,thedischargershallprovide
writtencertificationthatthechangeshavebeenmade.

5. ThePLAN andany amendmentstheretoshallbe certifiedin accordancewith thesignatory
requirementsof StandardProvisionB.2.
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