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PRECEDENTIAL DECISION

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Los Angeles Water Board) issued a
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit to Boeing Company for its

Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) in 2004, and amended the permit in 2006. Boeing
challenged monitoring requirements and numeric effluent limitations that are more stringent, or
include different analytic methods, than in Boeing’s 1998 permit. Boeing contended that its
permit, which regulates discharges of commingled process wastewater and storm water, should
not include numeric effluent limitations. Boeing also contended that the Los Angeles Water
Board erred in not issuing a compliance schedule.

In this precedential order, the State Water Resources Control Board concludes that the SSFL
warrants numeric effluent limitations and extensive monitoring requirements. The order points
out that the site currently contains commingled discharges of process wastewater and storm
water runoff. Although Boeing claims that it is no longer discharging process wastewater, the
permit must be based on Boeing's report of waste discharge, which does include process
wastewater. Moreover, in light of the specific site condition, numeric effluent limitations are
appropriate in any event. The order concludes that two compliance points are redundant with
two other points, and should not have identical numeric effluent limitations for purposes of
enforcement. Finally, the draft order concludes that the catastrophic fire that occurred in the fall
of 2005 justified an enforcement order with a time schedule.




