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PRECEDENTIAL DECISION

On July 7, 2009, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) adopted a
precedential decision in Order WQ 2009-0005 on waste discharge requirements issued to the
City of Lodi. The requirements regulate discharges from the City’'s White Slough Water
Pollution Control Facility to surface waters and to land.

‘The California Sportfishing Protectlon Alliance ongmally filed a petition for State Water Board
review of the requirements. Because the State Water Board was unable to take final action on
the petition within the regulatory deadline, the State Water Board decnded to rewew the waste
d|scharge requnrements on lts own motion. - - .. :

The order‘focuses pnmanly on whether the Clty of Lodi's land application activities quallfy for an
exemption from the State Water Board'’s land disposal regulations in title 27 of the California
Code of Regulations (Title 27). The City applies a wastewater mixture to about 49 acres of
unlined ponds and 800 acres of agricultural fields. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) found that these activities were exempt from

Title 27 under the sewage exemption in section 20090, subdivision (a), of Title 27.

The order concludes that: -

e The sewage exemption does not apply to the City’s activities; rather, the Title 27
vexemption for wastewater in section 20090, subdivision (b), is the most appropriate exemption.

¢ The findings and the evidence in the record are msufﬂment to support the conclusion
that the City’s land disposal activities meet the precondmons for the wastewater exemptlon
under Title 27. '

_ e The Central Valley Water Board must revise the reqwrements to reflect that the City’s
land disposal activities do .not currently meet the preconditions for an exemption under Title 27.



In addition, the order concludes that the requirements do not violate part 503 of title 40 of the
Code of Federal Regulations governing the use of biosolids as a soil amendment. The order:
directs the Central Valley Water Board to revise the requirements to specify that the City’s
wintertime irrigation management plan include only practices that prevent, rather than minimize,
the discharge of biosoilds to surface waters, and to include an appropnate effluent llm|tatlon for
chronic toxncny



