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PRECEDENTIAL DECISION

The Central Valley Water Board adopted an NPDES permit regulating discharges from U.C.
Davis's wastewater treatment plant. California Sportfishing Protection Alliance filed a petition
challenging a number of provisions. The draft order is limited to the effluent limitations
regulating electrical conductivity (EC). The permit concluded that there was no reasonable
potential for EC from the plant to affect municipal uses of receiving waters and did not include a
final effluent limitation for the protection of agricultural uses. The order concludes that the
Central Valley Water Board erred in its assessment of reasonable potential for municipal uses,
and that it erred in delaying the inclusion of a final, water quality-based effluent limitation for EC
for protection of agricultural uses. There was not evidence in the record sufficient to require an
effluent limitation for EC for protection of aquatic life.
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