STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION – NORTH COAST REGIONAL BOARD

NOVEMBE 1, 2000

ITEM 14

SUBJECT:  CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO AMEND A REIMBURSABLE CONTRACT WITH THE SONOMA COUNTY WATER AGENCY ON BEHALF OF NORTH COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

DISCUSSION:

The federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 (the Act) sets forth provisions for protecting and enhancing the recovery of species listed under the Act.  Coho salmon were listed under the Act as Threatened on October 31, 1996 in the Russian River watershed (among others).  Steelhead trout were listed in the Russian River watershed under the Act on August 11, 1997 as Threatened, and chinook salmon were listed as Threatened on September 16, 1999.  The listings affect a myriad of activities in the watershed since all three species are native to the Russian River watershed.

The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) has responsibility for the protection of the beneficial uses of water, which include aquatic species that may be listed under the Act.  Any activities or regulations under the purview of the Regional Water Board must be in compliance with the Act with regard to listed species.

The Sonoma County Water Agency (Water Agency) conducts activities associated with flood control and water supply functions that may impact species listed under the Act.  The Water Agency plans to evaluate their program with respect to compliance with the Act.  Since the Regional Water Board regulates those activities to a considerable degree, the agency has sought the Regional Water Board's assistance regarding the water quality aspects.

The Water Agency has funded Regional Water Board staff since March of 1998 to review water quality objectives and/or other regulations and modify them if appropriate to comply with the Act.  That reimbursable contract is under the authority of State Water Board Resolution No. 97-109 and Regional Water Board Resolution No. 97-96, and was authorized for a total contract amount of $600,000 over a three year period.

The Regional Water Board has reviewed its water quality standards and is recommending amendment of its Water Quality Control Plan this fiscal year.  Based on the review, it is estimated that the Regional Water Board needs additional funds and a time extension to complete the amendments.  Some additions of tasks to the original agreement resulted in costs not estimated in the original contract authorization in 1997, reducing the amount of funds available for the water quality standards amendments.

On August 25, 2000, the Regional Water Board approved Resolution R1-2000-68, authorizing their Executive Officer to proceed with negotiations and processing of an amendment to the existing agreement.  State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) authorization is required since the total contract amount exceeds the previously authorized $600,00 limit for approval by the Executive Director of the SWRCB.

POLICY ISSUE:

Should the SWRCB authorize the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate and amend an existing contract with Sonoma County Water Agency on behalf of the North Coast RWQCB for a total contract amount not to exceed $1,300,000, subject to the availability of funds.

FISCAL:

The North Coast RWQCB budgets for the fiscal years covered by the contract would be adjusted to encumber an additional $700,000 from the Sonoma County Water Agency.

In addition, the Water Agency proposes to fund the Regional Water Board for up to three additional years to support salmon recovery planning efforts through the development of a watershed assessment and information system for streams in northern Marin, Sonoma, and southern Mendocino counties.  Regional Water Board staff would be responsible for the oversight of data compilation and analysis, and the development of the information system, as well as interagency and public interest group coordination.

The Regional Water Board estimates that completion of the tasks in the existing contract will require an additional $126,577.  New Regional Water Board tasks associated with the salmon recovery planning effort are estimated at $573,000.  The total contract augmentation is estimated in round figures at  $700,000 through June 30, 2003, bringing the total contract amount to $1,300,000.

RWQCB IMPACT:

Yes.  The North Coast RWQCB.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

That the SWRCB authorize the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate and amend a contract with the Sonoma County Water Agency to support the modification of water quality standards in the North Coast RWQCB for compliance with the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the oversight of a salmon recovery program for a total contract amount not to exceed $1,300,000 and to extend the contract end date to June 30, 2003.

DRAFT – October 16, 2000

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2000 - ___

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY,  THE REIMBURSABLE CONTRACT WITH

THE SONOMA COUNTY WATER AGENCY

WHEREAS:

1. The Sonoma County Water Agency contracted with the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (North Coast Water Board) for the period March 1, 1998 to February 28, 2001 to review the Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the North Coast Region and propose amendments to the Basin Plan to protect anadromous fish species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973;

2. The North Coast Water Board has completed the review and proposed changes to its Basin Plan, but requires additional staffing to finish Basin Plan amendments;

3. The Sonoma County Water Agency has requested the North Coast Water Board staff to also oversee and direct the development of a watershed assessment for streams within northern Marin and Sonoma counties;

4. The North Coast Water Board passed Resolution No. R1-2000-68, authorizing their Executive Officer to negotiate a contract amendment to extend the contract period and add funding authority; and

5. The total contract funding for the period March 1, 1998 to June 30, 2003 shall not exceed $1,300,000, and no more than $450,000 in any single fiscal year.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board authorizes the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute and amend, as necessary, the contract with the Sonoma County Water Agency.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on November 16, 2000.

        ______________________________






        Maureen Marché






        Administrative Assistant to the Board

