September 25, 2000

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION – DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

OCTOBER 19, 2000

ITEM:  6

SUBJECT

THE SANTA ANA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (SARWQCB) IS REQUESTING FUNDING FOR CLEANUP OF MICROBIAL CONTAMINATION AT HUNTINGTON BEACH IN THE AMOUNT OF $200,000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (ACCOUNT)

DISCUSSION

In 1999 and again this year, the Orange County Health Care Agency’s Health Officer closed portions of Huntington State Beach due to microbial contamination of the near shore waters.  In 1999, six of the eight miles of state and city beaches were closed for most of the summer (July 1 through September 3).  This is the peak water-contact recreation season.  It created an economic hardship for the businesses in the area and had a tremendous adverse impact on the beneficial uses of the area water.

In response to this problem, Orange County Sanitation District and several other local agencies launched a risk-based source investigation.  These preliminary investigations focused on sewer lines, sewer trunk lines and other potential sources of sewage contamination, including the District’s ocean discharge of treated wastewater.  Approximately $2 million was spent on these investigations.  No evidence of sewage leaks or discharges linked to the microbial contamination problems in Huntington Beach was found.

The National Water Research Institute (NWRI) and other agencies funded a second study that focused on tidal transport of bacteria between the Talbert watershed and the ocean.  This study indicated that the Talbert Marsh may be a source and that other sources may be contributing to the problem, including urban runoff.

Runoff entering the ocean from the Lower Santa Ana Watershed has been identified as a potential source of the Huntington Beach contamination problems.  The NWRI, Orange County, and the beach cities are eager to find an immediate solution to this serious and elusive problem and are sponsoring a third study to identify the sources and dynamics of pollutants in the Lower Santa Ana River Watershed.  The SARWQCB has received a request for financial assistance in this effort from Orange County.

The total cost of the proposed study is $510,890.  The NWRI is contributing $100,000 and the County of Orange and various beach cities are contributing $210,890.  The SARWQCB is being asked for the remaining $200,000 under a contractual agreement with the NWRI.

The study is expected to provide the following information:

· Primary data on the sources of indicator bacteria and human pathogens in urban runoff and brackish wetlands.

· Dynamics of microbial pollutant loading in the Lower Santa Ana River Watershed.

· Field tested flow and transport model for the Lower Santa Ana River Watershed.

· Critically needed data and modeling that will help to (i) determine best management practices and beneficial uses for urban runoff, (ii) develop design principles for wetland restoration projects that minimize microbial loading from these systems, and (iii) evaluate the contribution of the Lower Santa Ana River Watershed to near shore microbial pollution.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) contribute money to a study to determine the source or sources of pollution in the Huntington Beach area in the amount of $200,000?

FISCAL IMPACT

	CAA funds available as of June 30, 2000
	$4,036,622

	Emergency approvals since June 30, 2000
	$   107,000

	Minimum reserve
	$1,000,000

	This request
	$   200,000

	Other pending requests
	$   600,000

	Balance available for commitments
	$2,129,622


RWQCB IMPACT

The SARWQCB supports this project.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Support this request for the following reasons:

1. This project meets the intent of Water Code Section 13443.

2. There is sufficient uncommitted money in the Cleanup and Abatement Account.

3. This is a persistent problem that has resulted in extensive beach closures.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. ___

APPROVAL OF CLEANUP AND ACCOUNT FUNDS

FOR CLEANUP OF MICROBIAL CONTAMINATION AT HUNTINGTON BEACH

SANTA ANA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (SARWQCB)

WHEREAS:

1. The Orange County Health Officer closed portions of Huntington State Beach for extended periods during the peak recreation period (July 1 through September 3) in 1999 and 2000 due to microbial contamination of the near shore waters.

2. The contamination has created an economic hardship for local businesses.

3. The contamination has had an adverse impact on the beneficial uses of the area water.

4. Information available has not isolated the sources of this contamination; although runoff entering the ocean from the Lower Santa Ana Watershed has been identified as a potential source.

5. The National Water Research Institute, Orange County, and the beach cities are eager to find an immediate solution to the problem and are sponsoring a third study to identify the sources and dynamics of pollutants in the Lower Santa Ana River Watershed.

6. The SARWQCB has received a request to join Orange County and the National Water Research Institute in financing a study of the source and causes of this problem.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board

1.
Commits $200,000 to the SARWQCB for a study to determine the source or sources 
of microbial contamination pollution in the Huntington Beach area.

2.
Establishes an end date for this project of January 31, 2002.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on October 19, 2000.


________________________________


Maureen Marché


Administrative Assistant to the Board

