STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

SEPTEMBER 6, 2000
ITEM:  2

SUBJECT:
INFORMATION ITEM -- PRESENTATION REGARDING THE SANTA ANA WATERSHED PROJECT AUTHORITY STAKEHOLDER PROCESS FOR RECOMMENDING PROJECTS FOR FUNDING UNDER THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA INTEGRATED WATERSHED PROGRAM
DISCUSSION:

On March 7, 2000, the electorate of the State of California voted to approve Proposition 13, the Costa-Machado Water Act of 2000 (Act).  Contained within the Act is the Southern California Integrated Watershed Program (SCIWP) (California Water Code sections 79104.20 through 79104.34), providing $235 million for local assistance grants.  Upon appropriation by the State Legislature to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), the funding may be allocated to the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA) for projects to rehabilitate and improve the Santa Ana River Watershed.  The Act specifically identified funding to the following types of projects:

1. Basin water banking

2. Contaminant and salt removal through reclamation and desalting

3. Removal of non-native plants and the creation of new open space and wetlands

4. Programs for water conservation and efficiency and storm water capture and management

5. Planning and implementation of a flood control program to protect agricultural operations and adjacent property and to assist in abating the effects of waste discharges into waters of the State

On July 17, 2000, the SWRCB and SAWPA entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to set forth in general terms the understanding of the procedures and criteria for the selection of projects to be funded by SCIWP and the process to assure that the funds are used properly, in a timely fashion, and in a manner consistent with the Act.

Consistent with those goals, the MOU obligates SAWPA to develop a project priority list through a broad-based stakeholder process and to submit the list to the SWRCB for possible future funding under the SCIWP.

As described in Attachment 1, the SAWPA Commission (Commission) has conducted a stakeholder process to develop an initial list of fundable projects from about 100 proposals.  The total project costs of the proposals submitted exceeded $1 billion with grant funding requests of approximately $560 million.  Upon receipt of the proposals, SAWPA staff and Mr. Bill Dendy, SAWPA’s consultant, made a detailed review of all the submittals, interviewed the project proponents, and developed a recommended Initial Project Priority List (Attachment 2) for consideration by the Commission.  As part of this review, SAWPA staff consulted with Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (SARWQCB) staff regarding the projects being placed on the recommended list.  On August 1, 2000, the Commission held a public hearing to receive comments on the recommended list from project proponents and others.  About 100 people representing many entities attended and 15 made presentations.  Following the public hearing, the Commission voted unanimously to submit the recommended Initial Priority List to the SWRCB.  SAWPA also adopted a policy that the list would be subject to continuous review and possible revision. 

The next step is for the SWRCB Executive Director to send a letter to SAWPA acknowledging the submittal of the project priority list; SAWPA’s efforts to develop the list through a watershed stakeholder process; and the SWRCB’s willingness to consider project-specific funding requests submitted by SAWPA that are consistent with the Act and the MOU.  The SWRCB will be requested to approve each fully developed project prior to release of funding to SAWPA.  SAWPA will attempt to submit projects totaling about $133 million for SWRCB approval in Fiscal Year 2000-01.
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