March 26, 2001

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION – DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

APRIL 4, 2001

ITEM:    1

SUBJECT:
SPECIAL WATER QUALITY PROTECTION DESIGNATIONS IN THE CALIFORNIA OCEAN PLAN - INFORMATION ITEM

DISCUSSION:
On November 16, 2000, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) adopted the most recent amendments to the California Ocean Plan, including nomination and designation procedures for Areas of Special Biological Significance (ASBS).  Staff has initiated a contract with the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project to survey discharges within ASBS located in the Southern California Bight and to present the results in a Geographic Information System format.

At the November 16, 2000 Board Meeting, the SWRCB deferred consideration of the proposed Outstanding National Resource Waters and Outstanding State Resource Waters designation procedures for further discussion in early 2001.  The SWRCB asked staff to review the proposed  procedures in the context of the Marine Managed Areas Improvement Act (AB2800) that became effective January 1, 2001.

POLICY ISSUE:
This is an information item only.

FISCAL IMPACT:
N/A

RWQCB IMPACT:
All coastal RWQCBs.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
This is an information item.  No action from the Board is required at this time.  Based on discussion at the November 16, 2000 Board Meeting, SWRCB staff will propose follow-up activities.
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