


STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION -- DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

FEBRUARY 15, 2001

ITEM 3
SUBJECT

REQUEST BY THE CITY OF PLYMOUTH (CITY) TO INCREASE THEIR SMALL COMMUNITIES GRANT (SCG) ELIGIBILITY PERCENTAGE; PROJECT NO. SCG-642-010

DISCUSSION

The City is currently fundable, in Category B, on the SCG Priority List for their $446,000 effluent storage pond retrofit project.  Based on the 1990 Census, the City’s Median Household Income (MHI), adjusted to 1996, is $31,220.  Based on the funding percentage formula in the SCG Implementation Policy (Policy), the City’s funding eligibility is 53 percent.  The City performed an income survey consistent with the United States Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development (USDA-RD) program guidelines, in October 1995 showing an MHI of $24,000.  Based on this new MHI and the Policy’s funding percentage formula, the City’s eligibility is 81.65 percent.  The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) denied the City’s request to use the 1995-income survey in October 1997 with Resolution 97-096.  The City has recently requested the SWRCB to reconsider their 1995-income survey, under the new SCG Program, to allow an increased funding percentage.
The Division of Clean Water Programs (Division) recommended the SWRCB deny the City’s 1997 request, because Division believed that the City’s boundaries coincided with the 1990 Census boundaries and approval would set a precedent allowing other communities an alternative to lower their MHI.  Subsequently, the City provided information explaining that 


the 1990 Census data was extrapolated from Amador County’s income information and is not representative of the City’s household incomes.  The 1995 income survey was conducted exclusively within the City’s boundaries and a response of 83 percent was obtained.  Because the City’s 1990 Census boundary does not strictly coincide with its actual boundary, the SCG Policy allows an income survey to accurately reflect a community’s MHI. 

POLICY ISSUE 

Should the SWRCB approve the use of the October 1995 Income Survey submitted by the City?

RWQCB IMPACT

Approval of this request will allow the City to pursue completion the project and come into compliance with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board’s requirements. 


FISCAL IMPACT

Approval of this item will increase the City’s grant funding from $236,737 to $364,159.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB adopt a resolution approving the request by the City use their October 1995 Income Survey.





DRAFT

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD (SWRCB)
RESOLUTION NO. 2001 - ___
REQUEST FROM THE CITY (CITY) OF PLYMOUTH (SCG NO. 642-010) TO APPROVE THE USE OF AN INCOME SURVEY

WHEREAS:

1. The Implementation Policy for the Small Communities Grant Program was adopted by the SWRCB on January 23, 1997, amended on April 30, 1997, and amended and reauthorized on June 15, 2000;
2. The SWRCB adopted the SCG Priority List on August 17, 2000, which included the City’s project in Priority Class B;
3. The City’s 1990 Census information was extrapolated from the County’s information and does not represent the City’s true Median Household Income (MHI); 

4. The City conducted a MHI survey consistent with the United States Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development program guidelines showing a 1996 MHI of $24,000; and
5. 
6. 
7. The City requests that the SWRCB allow the use of the 1995 income survey.
8. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board approves the City's 1995 income survey.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the SWRCB, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on February 15, 2001.





Maureen Marché


Administrative Assistant to the Board






