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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JANUARY 10, 2001

ITEM  10

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION TO INCORPORATE A SEPTIC SYSTEM PROHIBITION IN THE OXNARD FOREBAY 

DISCUSSION

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (LARWQCB) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan) on June 13, 1994.  The adopted Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.  Chapter 4 of the Basin Plan references the California Water Code, Chapter 4, Article 5, which sets forth criteria for regulating individual disposal systems (residential septic systems).  The LARWQCB has typically deferred regulation of most single-family dwelling septic systems to local health or public works departments, and it regulates other types of septic systems under individual Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs).  These WDRs apply to areas greater than 1 acre and less than 5 acres and in general require either a hydrogeologic study or mitigation measures.  The LARWQCB also regulates septic systems for multiple-dwelling units, some non-domestic facilities, and large developments in certain problem areas, as well as in any situation where septic systems are creating or have the potential to create a water quality problem.

This proposed amendment would include in the Basin Plan a prohibition on septic systems in the Oxnard Forebay of Ventura County pursuant to Sections 13243 and 
13280-13282 of the California Water Code.  These Sections give RWQCBs the 
authority to specify certain conditions or areas where a discharge of waste will not be permitted.  The prohibition would apply to both new and existing septic systems in the Oxnard Forebay.  The LARWQCB estimates that there may be up to 3,000 septic systems in the Oxnard Forebay area.  New septic systems would be prohibited as of the date of approval of the amendment by the SWRCB and OAL.  Upon approval of the amendment, existing septic systems would be prohibited after January 1, 2008.  This action is taken based on the conclusion that discharges of wastewaters from residential and commercial septic systems to ground water underlying the Oxnard Forebay do not meet water quality objectives for nitrogen and coliform specified in the Basin Plan and that they are impairing the present and future beneficial uses of the underlying ground water.  The action further would ensure long-term protection of ground water underlying the Oxnard Plain which receives recharge from the ground water underlying the Oxnard Forebay.

Before acting on the Basin Plan prohibition, the SWRCB must consider alternatives to the prohibition.  There are several alternatives to individual septic systems that could be employed in the Oxnard Forebay to treat domestic wastewater.  These include (1) installation of sewer lines to the houses and conveyance of wastewater to either a new or existing conventional, centralized treatment plant, (2)  construction of decentralized cluster systems, and (3) replacement of individual septic systems with upgraded individual treatment systems that rely on newer technology.  Each alternative should ultimately be considered not only on its ability to prevent contamination but also on its feasibility, cost, and environmental effects.  Another factor that may be important in evaluating alternatives to septic systems is how permits might be issued and enforced.  A conventional, centralized treatment plant is relatively easy to permit and monitor while a decentralized cluster system would require a public agency to oversee the maintenance of the facility and ensure compliance with permit conditions.  Often this is accomplished through a community services or maintenance district, although there is little support for such a district in the Oxnard Forebay.  The LARWQCB would likely defer oversight of upgraded individual septic systems to the county health department.  Upgrading existing septic systems with newer technology would involve initial installation costs and ongoing operating and maintenance costs thereafter, possibly on an annual basis.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB approve the amendment to the Los Angeles Water Quality Control Plan to incorporate a septic system prohibition in the Oxnard Forebay adopted under LARWQCB Resolution 99-13?

FISCAL IMPACT

LARWQCB and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, LARWQCB.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Los Angeles Water Quality Control Plan to incorporate a septic system prohibition in the Oxnard Forebay adopted under LARWQCB Resolution 99-13.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director to submit the regulatory provisions of the amendment adopted under the LARWQCB Resolution No. 99-13 to OAL for approval. 


_______________________________________________________________________

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2000 - ___

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL 

PLAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION TO INCORPORATE A 

SEPTIC SYSTEM PROHIBITION IN THE OXNARD FOREBAY

WHEREAS:

1. The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (LARWQCB) adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan) on June 13, 1994 which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.

2. On August 12, 1999, the LARWQCB adopted Resolution No. 99-13 (attached) amending the Basin Plan to incorporate a septic system prohibition in the Oxnard Forebay.

3. The SWRCB finds that the Basin Plan amendment to incorporate a septic system prohibition in the Oxnard Forebay is in conformance with Water Code Section 13243 which specifies certain conditions or areas where the discharge of waste or certain types of waste will not be permitted and that the amendment is also in conformance with Sections 13280-13282 of the Water Code.

4. LARWQCB staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act, scientific peer review, and other State laws and regulations.

5. SWRCB staff, in conformance with Water Code Section 13283, has made a preliminary review of possible alternatives to septic systems.

6. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by the SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Los Angeles Water Quality Control Plan to incorporate a septic system prohibition in the Oxnard Forebay adopted under LARWQCB Resolution 99-13.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director to submit the regulatory provisions of the amendment adopted under LARWQCB Resolution No. 99-13 to OAL for approval. 


CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on January 25, 2001.
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Maureen Marché





Administrative Assistant to the Board

