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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JULY 3, 2001

ITEM  7

SUBJECT
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE DRAFT STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)

See attached notice.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 DRAFT STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT 

DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR 

DISCHARGES FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND 

STRUCTURES TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)

Tuesday, July 3, 2001 -- 10:00 a.m.

State Water Resources Control Board

Coastal Hearing Room – Second Floor

Joe Serna, Jr. Cal/EPA Building

1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA 

The purpose of the public hearing on the General Permit for discharges by utility companies to surface waters is to receive testimony from dischargers who would be eligible for coverage under this General Permit and from other interested parties.  The federal Clean Water Act provides that the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States from any point source is prohibited unless the discharge is in compliance with an NPDES permit.  The General Permit covers discharges to surface waters from utility vaults and underground structures. 

	


The subject of this hearing will be the proposed reissuance of a General Permit (attached) for discharges from the de-watering of utility vaults and underground structures that would replace the existing general permit adopted by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on August 15, 1996.  With the adoption of the Policy for Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays, and Estuaries of California (SIP) by the SWRCB on March 2, 2000, the SWRCB must revise and reissue the existing general permit.  A Notice of Exemption will be filed to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act.  Following the public hearing, the SWRCB will consider adopting the General Permit at a meeting tentatively scheduled for July 19, 2001 in the Coastal Hearing Room, Cal/EPA Headquarters Building, 1001 I Street, Sacramento, California.

Oral presentations at the hearing should summarize written comments.  Time limitations on oral testimony may be imposed.  Parties with similar views are encouraged to make joint presentations.

Parking and Accessibility

The enclosed map shows the location of the Cal/EPA Headquarters Building.  There is a parking garage across the street from the building with the entrances on 11th Street between “I” and “J” Streets, and there are limited metered parking spaces in the vicinity of the building.  The building is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Individuals who require special accommodations are requested to contact Adrian Perez at (916) 341-5880 at least five working days prior to the public hearing date.  TTY users may contact the California Relay Service at 1-800-735-2929 or voice line at 1-800-735-2922.
Submission of Comments, Receipt of Documents, and Other Information

Submittal of comments or requests for copies of the General Permit should be addressed to 

Wennilyn Fua, Regulation Unit, Division of Water Quality, State Water Resources Control Board, P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, CA 95812.  Comments or requests for copies of the General Permit may also be submitted by fax at (916) 341-5463 or by e-mail at fuaw@dwq.swrcb.ca.gov. Copies of the General Permit may also be requested by calling (916) 445-9188.  Written comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 3, 2001.

The General Permit and permit fact sheet is also available on the SWRCB’s Internet web site at 

http:\\ www.swrcb.ca.gov/quality.html (then click on “general permit”.)

Questions regarding the public hearing and General Permit should be directed to either 

James Maughan, Chief of the Regulation Unit, Division of Water Quality, at (916) 341-5522 or Wennilyn Fua at (916) 445-9188.

_______________________________

Maureen Marché

Clerk to the Board

Date:  June 1, 2001
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