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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JULY 19, 2001

ITEM  10

SUBJECT


CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES FROM UTILITY VAULTS AND UNDERGROUND STRUCTURES TO SURFACE WATERS (GENERAL PERMIT)

DISCUSSION

On September 22, 1989, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 9, approved the State’s program to issue general NPDES permits for discharges of waste to surface waters.  The SWRCB adopted Water Quality Order No. 96-012-DWQ for the issuance of general NPDES permit (CAG 990002) on August 15, 1996.  Short-term and intermittent discharges from the de-watering of utility vaults and underground structures to surface waters are covered under the proposed General Permit. 

The final California Toxics Rule (CTR) was promulgated by USEPA on May 18, 2000 as required by Section 303(c)(2)(B) of the Federal Clean Water Act.  The CTR, which is codified in 40 CFR 131, establishes numeric criteria to implement water quality standards for priority toxic pollutants in the State of California.  Concurrently with the CTR adoption, the SWRCB adopted a Policy for Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California (SIP).  With the adoption of the SIP, the SWRCB is proposing to re-issue a revised statewide general NPDES permit for discharges from utility vaults and underground structures which will replace the permit issued in 1996. 

SWRCB staff prepared a draft General Permit.  The draft General Permit was sent to interested parties on June 1, 2001 for comments.  During the public comment period, the SWRCB received recommendations from the SWRCB’s Office of Chief Counsel and a few Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs).  Comments were also received from a few other interested parties. Changes were made to the draft General Permit based on these recommendations and comments.  Copies of the revised draft General Permit were made available to the public during the July 3, 2001 public hearing.  Representatives from utility companies provided oral and written comments at the public hearing.

To get coverage under this General Permit, dischargers will be required to submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) and to pay an annual fee of $400.  A discharger will have to submit an NOI and the fee for all the discharges that occur within an RWQCB’s boundary.  If a discharger has discharges occurring within more than one RWQCB boundary, then an NOI and annual fee must be submitted to each RWQCB.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB adopt the proposed Statewide General NPDES Permit for Discharges from Utility Vaults and Underground Structures to Surface Waters?

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding for the SWRCB and RWQCBs to carry out activities to administer the above mentioned permit will be provided from annual fees charged to each discharger who obtains a permit.  SWRCB and RWQCB staff work associated with this or resulting from the approval of this action can be accomplished within the fees to be collected.

RWQCB IMPACT

Yes.  All Regional Water Quality Control Boards.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the SWRCB adopt the proposed Statewide General NPDES Permit for Discharges from Utility Vaults and Underground Structures to Surface Waters.

The General Permit and permit fact sheet is also available on the SWRCB’s Internet web site at http:// www.swrcb.ca.gov/quality.html  (then click on “General permits”).
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