

July 10, 2001


STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JULY 19, 2001

ITEM  12

SUBJECT
HEARING ON A DRAFT STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES OF AQUATIC PESTICIDES TO SURFACE WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES (GENERAL PERMIT)  (Following the hearing, the Board will consider whether to approve the proposed General Permit.)

See attached notice.
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Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 100 • Sacramento, California • 95812-0100
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The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.

For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our website at www.swrcb.ca.gov.
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 DRAFT STATEWIDE GENERAL NATIONAL POLLUTANT 

DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR 

DISCHARGES OF AQUATIC PESTICIDES

 TO SURFACE WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES (GENERAL PERMIT)

Thursday, July 19, 2001 --  1:00 p.m.

Coastal Hearing Room – Second Floor

Joe Serna, Jr. Cal/EPA Building

1001 I Street, Sacramento, CA 

The purpose of the public hearing on the General Permit for discharges of Aquatic Pesticides to surface waters is to receive testimony from dischargers who would be eligible for coverage under this General Permit and from other interested parties.  The federal Clean Water Act provides that the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States from any point source is prohibited unless the discharge is in compliance with an NPDES permit.  The General Permit covers discharges to surface waters of pollutants to waters of the United States associated with the application of aquatic pesticides for resource or pest management.

	


The subject of this hearing will be the proposed issuance of a General Permit (attached) for discharges of pollutants associated with the application of aquatic pesticides.  Pesticides are applied directly into water bodies, and/or directly to organisms in the water or on the water surface, with the purpose and intent of killing the target aquatic organisms. Issuance of this permit is being considered under emergency conditions.  On March 12, 2001, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Headwaters, Inc. v. Talent Irrigation District, determined that discharges of aquatic pesticides to waters of the United States require coverage under a NPDES permit.  Continued application of aquatic pesticides by the public entities covered by this permit is necessary to protect beneficial uses of water and the public health.  A purpose of this Order is to minimize the areal extent and duration of adverse impacts to beneficial uses of water bodies treated with aquatic pesticides.

Following the public hearing, the SWRCB will consider adopting the General Permit at a meeting scheduled for 1:00 pm, July 19, 2001 in the Coastal Hearing Room, Joe Serna, Jr. Cal/EPA Headquarters Building, 1001 I Street, Sacramento, California.

Oral presentations at the hearing should summarize written comments.  Time limitations on oral testimony may be imposed.  Parties with similar views are encouraged to make joint presentations.

Parking and Accessibility

The enclosed map shows the location of the Cal/EPA Headquarters Building.  There is a parking garage across the street from the building with the entrance on 11th Street between “I” and “J” Streets, and there are limited metered parking spaces in the vicinity of the building.  The building is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Individuals who require special accommodations are requested to contact Adrian Perez at (916) 341-5880 at least five working days prior to the public hearing date.  TTY users may contact the California Relay service at 1-800-735-2929 or voice line at 1-800-735-2922.
Submission of Comments, Receipt of Documents, and Other Information

Submittal of comments or requests for copies of the General Permit should be addressed to Larry F. Nash, Regulation Unit, Division of Water Quality, State Water Resources Control Board, P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, CA 95812.  Comments or requests for copies of the General Permit may also be submitted by fax at (916) 341-5463 or by e-mail at nashl@dwq.swrcb.ca.gov. Copies of the General Permit may also be requested by calling (916) 341-5586.  Written comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 18, 2001.

The General Permit and permit fact sheet is also available on the SWRCB’s Internet web site at http:// www.swrcb.ca.gov/quality.html  (then click on “general permit”).

Questions regarding the public hearing and General Permit should be directed to either 

James Maughan, Chief of the Regulation Unit, Division of Water Quality, at (916) 341-5522, or Larry F. Nash at (916) 341-5586.

_______________________________

Maureen Marché

Clerk to the Board

Date:  June 18, 2001
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