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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING – DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

MAY 17, 2001

ITEM 3

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, AGREEMENTS WITH THE WATEREUSE FOUNDATION OR THE U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION OR BOTH REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF A PROPOSED JOINT WATER RECYCLING RESEARCH PROGRAM

DISCUSSION

The Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection, and Flood Protection Act 

(2000 Bond Law) included funding for water recycling research.  The 2000 Bond Law provides that the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) may use funds to undertake plans, surveys, research, development, and studies necessary or desirable to carry out water recycling, including the preparation of comprehensive statewide or areawide studies and reports on the collection, treatment, and disposal of waste and wastewater recycling.  An information item was presented to the SWRCB at its November 12, 2000, Workshop on how the staff planned to seek and fund water recycling research.  Briefly, the following was proposed to be done:

1. Staff would issue a call for conceptual study proposals.

2. A Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) would be formed and assist in the review of these proposals.

3. Staff and the TAC would develop a short list of the highest ranking proposals with an estimated cost slightly exceeding the amount of funds to be allocated.

4. Staff would request refined proposals with a detailed scope of work, cost estimate, funding sources, and qualifications of study participants.

5. Based on a review of the refined proposals, a list of recommended studies would be created for presentation to the SWRCB for approval.

6. This procedure would be repeated periodically (no more frequently than annually).

7. Study proponents would be a funding partner or obtain other funding participants.

8. The total available funds are three percent of the Water Recycling Subaccount of the 

2000 Bond Law, or about $3 million presently.  We proposed to allocate no more than half of the available funds initially.  This would amount to about $1.5 million.

No comments in opposition to this concept were received.

WateReuse Foundation Water Recycling Research Funding Proposal

Prior to our advertising for conceptual study proposals, the WateReuse Foundation submitted a research funding proposal. The WateReuse Association created the WateReuse Foundation, an educational, non-profit public benefit corporation, to fund water recycling research.  The WateReuse Foundation has signed a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) under which the USBR will provide $1,000,000 to fund the WateReuse Foundation’s research program.  The WateReuse Foundation has proposed a similar arrangement to the SWRCB using $1,000,000 from the 2000 Bond Law.

The process by which the WateReuse Foundation’s research program would choose research projects for funding where 2000 Bond Law funds would be used would include the following steps:

1. Set research priorities.

2. Prepare the key elements of a scope for research projects that would fulfill the needs identified in the prioritization.

3. Request pre-proposals.

4. Screen, prioritize and select pre-proposals for funding.

5. Appoint a Project Advisory Committee for each research project.

6. Develop and send final proposal preparation instructions to the researcher.

7. Receive and approve final research proposals.

8. Present the project to the SWRCB for approval.

9. Issue notices to proceed.

10. Track the project through its term.

11. Review and comment on the draft report, and give final approval for publication.

12. Publish the final reports.

Under the WateReuse Foundation’s proposal, SWRCB staff  would participate in the review of research proposals and work products.

The WateReuse Foundation’s research program generally involves the following areas: 

Public Health: Perform long-term health effects monitoring programs and develop testing protocols for emerging pathogens (such as endocrine disrupters, cryptosporidium, giardia) and to understand the risk associated with all exposures.

Water Quality: Develop techniques to manage discharge locations through the use of new indicator compounds, such as total organic carbon, fecal coliform and indigenous coliphage, and develop modeling techniques to analyze the fate of contaminants in surface and groundwater. Analyze various options and techniques for managing brine obtained from membrane filtering processes.

System Design and Operation: Develop, test, and obtain certification of unit process equipment, monitoring methods, operator training programs, analytical protocols, and cost-effectiveness ratings to support innovative designs and validity of regulatory permit compliance. Perform independent third party review and research on specific equipment or processes.

Natural Systems: Understand the mechanisms by which natural systems, such as wetlands, receiving recycled water are impacted by contamination or improved through restoration programs.

Public Involvement: Transmit scientific and research data through educational programs, workshops, and the media.

Economics: Develop economic analysis techniques to compare the total cost of water reuse to other sources of supply.

The WateReuse Foundation is one of the preeminent water recycling research funding organizations.  They have an established research funding program, including a business plan, and ties to the academic community, other funding organizations, and those actively involved in water recycling.  Their proposal also includes significant cost sharing from federal funds.  The WateReuse Foundation would also continue to seek other sources of funds.  Additionally, their request does not consume the entire amount available to the SWRCB that may be used to fund research, will reduce the staff effort in identifying good research projects, and is ready to go quickly.  Lastly, the SWRCB will be collaborating with the WateReuse Foundation and the USBR and will share in the credit for the results of the research.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB adopt a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, agreements with the WateReuse Foundation or the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation or both regarding implementation of a proposed joint water recycling research program for an amount not to exceed $1,000,000?

RWQCB IMPACT

None.

FISCAL IMPACT

A total of three percent of the amount deposited in the Water Recycling Subaccount may be used for the purposes of studies, research and demonstration activities. The current Subaccount balance is approximately $105 million, making $3.15 million available.  The proposal requests $ 1 million, leaving $104 million in the Subaccount and $2.15 million available for other studies, research and demonstration activities.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the SWRCB adopt a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, agreements with the WateReuse Foundation or the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation or both regarding implementation of a proposed joint water recycling research program for an amount not to exceed $1,000,000.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2001____

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND, AS NECESSARY, AGREEMENTS WITH THE WATEREUSE FOUNDATION OR THE U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION OR BOTH REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF A PROPOSED JOINT WATER RECYCLING RESEARCH PROGRAM

WHEREAS:

1. The Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection, and Flood Protection Act (2000 Bond Law) established the Water Recycling Subaccount, and authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to use a portion of it to fund water recycling research.

2. The WateReuse Foundation, an educational non-profit public benefit corporation, to fund water recycling research, is one of the preeminent water recycling research funding organizations.

3. The WateReuse Foundation has signed a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) under which the USBR will provide $1,000,000 to fund the WateReuse Foundation’s research program, and has proposed a similar arrangement to the SWRCB using $1,000,000 from the 2000 Bond Law.  The WateReuse Foundation would also continue to seek other sources of funds.

4. The proposal will benefit the SWRCB by reducing the staff effort in identifying good research projects, and by funding good projects quickly.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director or his designee to negotiate, execute, and amend, as necessary, agreements with the WateReuse Foundation or the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation or both regarding implementation of a proposed joint water recycling research program for an amount not to exceed $1,000,000.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on May 17, 2001.
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Maureen Marché





Clerk to the Board
