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ITEM 7

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO ALLOCATE UP TO $600,000 OF FEDERAL CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 319(h) GRANT FUNDS AND TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND A CONTRACT(S) TO DEVELOP METHODS TO ERADICATE THE INVASIVE NON-NATIVE MARINE ALGA, CAULERPA TAXIFOLIA
DISCUSSION

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) staff received on July 26, 2001 a memorandum (attached) from the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (SDRWQCB) requesting $600,000 of federal Clean Water Act (CWA) section 319(h) grant funds for a project to develop methods to eradicate the invasive non-native marine alga (seaweed), Caulerpa taxifolia, in coastal waters.

Two infestations of the highly invasive seaweed were identified in Southern California in the summer of 2000--one in a coastal lagoon in northern San Diego County and one in Huntington Harbor in adjacent Orange County.  The presence of this seaweed along California’s coast has raised great concern from scientists based, in part, on experience with its introduction and spread throughout the Mediterranean Sea with devastating results.  The seaweed threatens the beneficial uses of California’s waters and could become a major form of pollution of California’s coastal marine waters originating from nonpoint sources (NPS).  Unlike other pollutants, which typically remain the same or are dispersed, diluted, or degraded after a discharge, once the seaweed is introduced to State waters, it rapidly grows and reproduces to form dense colonies that smother rock, sand, or mud substrate.  Probable sources of the seaweed include discharge of aquarium water and/or other contents into storm drains or directly into water bodies.  It can also be spread from existing infestations through inadvertent transport on vessels and fishing gear, as well as by currents and tidal movements.  These sources and dispersal pathways may already have resulted in infestations in open coastal waters of the State, although no such infestations have been found by the limited surveillance/detection efforts undertaken to date.

The SWRCB has previously recognized the seriousness of this threat and provided a total of $1.4 million from the Cleanup and Abatement Account ($700,000 to SDRWQCB and $700,000 to Santa Ana RWQCB) for eradication efforts that are currently underway.  While current eradication efforts in relatively quiescent and shallow enclosed waters appear to be working, there is a high probability that infestations will be found in higher energy and/or deeper waters of the open coast.  Consequently, there is an urgent need to develop methods to eradicate the seaweed infestations in open coastal waters.  The project for which the SDRWQCB has requested funding would develop methods to eradicate Caulerpa taxifolia in open coastal waters.  Since the proposed project would be for the purpose of developing methods of eradication, the Cleanup and Abatement Account does not appear to be an appropriate source of funding.
Section 319(h) of the federal CWA provides for grants to states for implementation of NPS management programs.  The proposed resolution will provide the Executive Director or designee with the authority to allocate up to $600,000 of federal CWA section 319(h) grant funds and to execute and amend a contract(s) to develop methods to eradicate the invasive non-native marine alga, Caulerpa taxifolia, in open coastal waters.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB adopt a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or designee to allocate up to $600,000 of federal CWA section 319(h) grant funds and to negotiate, execute, and amend a contract(s) to develop methods to eradicate the invasive 
non-native marine alga, Caulerpa taxifolia?
FISCAL IMPACT
Adoption of the proposed resolution would result in expenditure of up to $600,000 of the federal CWA section 319(h) funds provided to the SWRCB for implementation of NPS management programs by the State.
RWQCB IMPACT

Yes, SDRWQCB.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB adopt a resolution authorizing the Executive Director or designee to allocate up to $600,000 of federal CWA section 319(h) grant funds and to negotiate, execute, and amend a contract(s) to develop methods to eradicate the invasive non-native marine alga, Caulerpa taxifolia.

Note:  The SDRWQCB memorandum and attachments are not available electronically.  For copies, contact:


Lauma Jurkevics


Division of Water Quality


SWRCB


P.O. Box 944213


Sacramento, CA 94244-2130


(916) 341-5498 or FAX (916) 341-5463

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2001-

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO 

ALLOCATE UP TO $600,000 OF FEDERAL CLEAN WATER ACT 

SECTION 319(h) GRANT FUNDS AND TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE,

AMEND A CONTRACT(S) TO DEVELOP METHODS TO ERADICATE 

THE INVASIVE NON-NATIVE MARINE ALGA, CAULERPA TAXIFOLIA
WHEREAS:

1. Two infestations of the highly invasive non-native marine alga (seaweed), Caulerpa taxifolia, were identified in Southern California in the summer of 2000--one in a coastal lagoon in northern San Diego County and one in Huntington Harbor in adjacent Orange County.

2. Caulerpa taxifolia threatens the beneficial uses of California’s waters and could become a major form of pollution of California’s coastal marine waters originating from nonpoint sources (NPS).

3. There is a high probability that infestations of the seaweed will be found in higher energy and/or deeper waters of the open coast.

4. There is an urgent need to develop methods to eradicate the seaweed infestations in open coastal waters.

5. The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board has submitted a request for funds to contract for development of methods to eradicate the seaweed in open coastal waters.

6. The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) section 319(h) provides grant funds for states to implement NPS management programs.

7. Development of methods to eradicate the seaweed in open coastal waters is an appropriate use of CWA section 319(h) funds, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency supports the use of these funds for that purpose. 

8. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is the designated State agency in California to administer the NPS Program.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director or designee to allocate up to $600,000 of federal CWA section 319(h) grant funds and to negotiate, execute, and amend a contract(s) to develop methods to eradicate the invasive non-native marine alga, Caulerpa taxifolia.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on September 20, 2001.






_____________________________________






Maureen Marché






Clerk to the Board
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