
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION – DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

APRIL 25, 2002

ITEM  7

SUBJECT

THE CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (CCRWQCB) IS REQUESTING FUNDING TO CONTINUE THE ELKHORN SLOUGH (SLOUGH) AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION OUTREACH PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $468,000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA) 

DISCUSSION

The Slough is an ecologically critical estuarine complex on the central California coast, which borders the Monterey Marine National Sanctuary with over 1,400 acres of biologically rich wetlands.  The Slough is a habitat for numerous resident and migratory birds, serves as a nursery habitat for many aquatic species, provides water recreation activities for the public and supports rare plants and animals within its coastal marshes and freshwater wetlands. 

Since 1996, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Resource Conservation District (RCD) of Monterey County have been working closely together in the Slough’s watershed and are known as the Watershed Project Team.  The team’s outreach coordinators teach the predominantly ethnic farmers and watershed residents better farming practices.  The primary strategy has been to work directly with the growers and landowners, many of whom are non-English speakers, to assess individual erosion problems and recommend appropriate and affordable conservation practices.  The project goal is to reduce the impact of agricultural non-point source pollution on wetland, riparian and estuarine receiving waters through sediment and contaminant reduction.  The project will achieve this goal through direct outreach and education.  The RCD, working in cooperation with the NRCS team and the Santa Cruz County Resource Conservation District, has established a strong program supporting community-based watershed efforts and conservation projects.

The Slough’s Agriculture Education Outreach Project has been funded the past five years with CAA funds totaling $337,000.  A contract was granted to the RCDMC in 1996.  In June, 2002 contract funding will be exhausted.  Additional funding for the Project will ensure future reduction of sediment and pollution in the Elkhorn Slough Watershed.  Project funding is for two full-time watershed coordinator/hydrogeologist positions (see the attached RCD’s Work Completed and Work To Be Accomplished).  The estimated costs to fund two watershed coordinators over the next three years is $156,000 per year for a total of $468,000.  The funding will allow the RCD to continue and advance this successful program of better farming measures. 

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB approve $468,000 from the CAA to continue funding for the Slough’s Educational Outreach Project through December 31, 2005?

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding Available for Future Commitments as of 12/31/01


$4,168,373

Pending Requests







     468,000
Other Pending Requests






     350,000

Remaining Balance







$3,350,373

RWQCB IMPACT

Yes, this Project is supported by the CCRWQCB (see Attachment I).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Given the success of the Elkhorn Slough project to date (see Attachment I), the SWRCB should adopt a resolution approving $468,000 from the CAA to continue funding. 

DRAFT  3/12/02

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-

THE CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (CCRWQCB) IS REQUESTING FUNDING TO CONTINUE THE EKLHORN SLOUGH (SLOUGH) AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION OUTREACH PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $468,000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA)

WHEREAS:

1. The Slough is an ecologically critical estuarine complex on the central California coast, which borders the Monterey Marine National Sanctuary and contains over 1,400 acres of coastal marshland within Elkhorn and Moro Cojo Sloughs;

2. The watershed in the Slough is a habitat for numerous resident and migratory birds, serves as a nursery habitat for many aquatic species, provides water recreation and supports rare plants and animals within its coastal marshes and freshwater wetlands;

3. Erosion and agricultural runoff from the irrigated farmland containing pesticides and fertilizers are filling wetlands and have been building up in the food chain within the Slough for decades;

4. The contamination of the Slough represents a public health threat for recreational users;  

5. The Slough’s Watershed Project Team, comprised of the State Water Resources Control Board, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and the Resource Conservation District of Monterey County, has been working closely in the Slough’s watershed to teach better farming techniques since 1996;

6. The Project goal is to reduce the impact of agricultural non-point source pollution on wetland,  riparian and estuarine receiving waters; and

7. The Project will achieve this goal through direct outreach and education.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board

1. Approves the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board request for $468,000 from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account to continue funding the Elkhorn Slough Agricultural Education Outreach Project.

2. Approves funding this project through December 31, 2005.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on April 25, 2002.







_______________________






Maureen Marché







Clerk to the Board

