STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION-DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

JANUARY 9, 2002

ITEM  19

SUBJECT

THE REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARDS (RWQCB) ARE REQUESTING TO AMEND THE THREE-YEAR INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH THE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH HAZARD ASSESSMENT (OEHHA) TO INCREASE THE CURRENT CONTRACT AMOUNT BY $270,800.

DISCUSSION

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has responsibility to oversee the cleanup of sites where groundwater contamination is a primary concern.  Usually these sites can be remediated without the need of a health risk assessment; however, there are sites where conditions do require responsible parties to conduct such an assessment. Neither the SWRCB nor RWQCBs are staffed to review risk assessments performed for responsible parties by their contractors.

When the California Environmental Protection Agency was created, OEHHA was identified as the entity to provide health risk assessment assistance to the various boards and departments within the Agency.  OEHHA provides those services for the RWQCBs.  Demand for this type of assessment has increased significantly since the current contract’s approval in 1999.  First year expenditures were $195,000.  If approved, the request for the current fiscal year will be $270,800.  The dramatic increase is due to an increase of sites throughout the State requiring risk assessment.  

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB support the request of the RWQCBs to increase the amount of the risk assessment review contract with OEHHA from $634,300 to $905,100.

FISCAL IMPACT

This request for an amendment shifts $270,800 from Personal Services to Contracts.

RWQCB IMPACT

This amendment request has the support of the affected regional boards.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The SWRCB should authorize the Executive Director to enter into an amendment for the OEHHA contract totaling  $270,800.  Doing so will fulfill RWQCB requests for services for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Policy Review _____________

Legal Review ______________
Fiscal Review ______________

DRAFT 12/17/01

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002 -

AUTHORIZE EXECUTION AND AMENDMENT OF A 

STANDARD AGREEMENT WITH THE 

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH HAZARD ASSESSMENT

TO PROVIDE HEALTH RISK ASSESSMENT ASSISTANCE (OEHHA)

TO THE REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARDS (RWQCB)

WHEREAS:

1. OEHHA provides health risk assessment assistance to the various boards and departments within the Agency.

2. The RWQCBs require the review of health risk assessments prepared by parties responsible for site cleanup.

3. Neither the State Water Resources Control Board nor the RWQCBs typically employ staff to perform this specialized work.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board authorizes the Executive Director or his designee to enter into an agreement, not to exceed $905,100, and any amendments thereto, with the OEHHA to provide health risk assistance to the Regional Water Quality Control Boards.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on January 23, 2002.
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Maureen Marché

Clerk to the Board


