January 15, 2002


STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING - DIVISION OF CLEAN WATER PROGRAMS

JANUARY 23, 2002

ITEM 29

SUBJECT

REQUESTS FOR FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,737,000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA)

DISCUSSION

The Division of Clean Water Programs is presenting the following list of projects for funding consideration by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB).  Approval will authorize the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, execute and amend contracts or provide funding to local agencies for the purposes identified.

1.
The Division of Water Quality will contract for the development of sediment quality objectives (SQOs) in the amount of $2,500,000.  A recent court decision ordered the SWRCB to adopt SQOs pursuant to the California Water Code §13393.  The law requires the SWRCB to adopt SQOs for toxic pollutants that have been identified in toxic hot spots as part of the Bay Protection and Toxic Cleanup Program (BPTCP).  Under the BPTCP, SQOs were not developed due to termination of BPTCP and funding.  Because of the court mandate, the SWRCB must obtain the resources immediately to begin contracting with research organizations to assist in the development of SQOs.

2.
The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board will contract with the Department of Fish and Game to develop cleanup levels for contaminated sediment in San Diego Bay in the amount of $54,000.  The Region has identified nine sites where a variety of discharges are responsible for contaminated sediment in the Bay.  Sediment contamination at these sites pose a public health threat primarily from the potential for it to move along the food chain to aquatic organisms that may be consumed by humans.  The Department of Fish and Game has the expertise to develop cleanup levels for contaminated sediment.

3.
The Division of Clean Water Programs will develop a $375,000 contract for services with the United States Geological Survey and support an interagency task force and advisory committee in compliance with the Assembly Bill 599.  Assembly Bill 599, signed by the Governor on October 4, 2001, directs the SWRCB to integrate existing monitoring programs and design new program elements into a comprehensive statewide groundwater monitoring plan.  The legislation’s intent is to establish a comprehensive monitoring program capable of assessing each groundwater basin in the State through direct and other statistically reliable sampling approaches.  It also directs the SWRCB to create an interagency task force and an advisory committee to identify actions necessary to establish the monitoring program and to identify measures that would increase coordination among State and Federal agencies that collect groundwater contamination information.  The SWRCB is required to report to the Governor and Legislature by March 1, 2003.

4.
The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board requests $8,000 for costs associated with seven wellhead filtration units on private wells that are contaminated with chlorinated solvents in the area near Corning.  This amends an emergency request approved in October 2000 for $40,000 based on a vendor’s estimate of costs.  Increased expenses are due to additional sampling, additional bottled water and the replacement of some filters on existing units.

5.
The nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards request $600,000 for contracts to provide oversight of supplemental environmental projects (SEPs).  Regional Boards have the option to allow entities that have caused a condition of pollution to undertake a SEP in lieu of paying all or a portion of an administrative civil liability.  This request will provide funding to the Regions for purposes of contracting with local agencies to oversee a SEP’s implementation.  Regions 2, 4 and 5 will receive $100,000 each, while the remaining Regions receive $50,000 each.

6.
The Office of Statewide Initiatives requests $300,000 for the California Environmental Circuit Prosecutor Project to continue prosecutorial services.  The Circuit Prosecutor has prosecuted 228 water pollution violations resulting in fines, SEPs and cost recovery of about $12.4 million.  The Project recently lost about 33 percent of its original budget for the current fiscal year.  The Governor directed State agencies relying on the Circuit Prosecutor’s services to develop a long-term solution that will support its services in the future.  This request is a one-time effort to continue funding through the end of the current fiscal year.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB provide $5,737,000 from the CAA to fund the projects previously described?

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding Available For Future Commitments




$6,918.905

Pending Requests:


Emergency projects approved by the Division Chief

Santa Clara Valley Water District Dry Cleaner Study

$     70,000
Evaluation of Source Tracking Techniques



$     99,000

Subtotal







$   169,000

Board Items

Sediment Quality Objectives 





$2,500,000

San Diego Bay Contaminated Sediments 



$     54,000


Implementation of Assembly Bill 599



$   375,000


Corning Wellhead Filtration 





$       8,000


Supplemental Environmental Projects



$   600,000


Circuit Prosecutor Project





$   300,000

Subtotal







$3,837,000

Remaining Balance:







$2,912,905

RWQCB IMPACT

The nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards support the projects identified within their regions.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Support the 6 projects identified in this request.

DRAFT

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002 -

REQUESTS FOR FUNDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,737,000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT (CAA)

WHEREAS:

1. A recent court decision ordered the Sate Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to adopt sediment quality objectives pursuant to the California Water Code §13393 and the SWRCB to adopt such objectives and there is not current funding to perform the work necessary to adopt sediment quality objectives.  The Division of Water Quality will contract for this work in the amount of $2,500,000.

2. The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board has identified nine sites where a variety of discharges are responsible for contaminated sediment in the Bay posing a public health threat and the Department of Fish and Game has the expertise to develop cleanup levels for contaminated sediment.  The Regional Board will enter a contract in the amount of $54,000.

3. Assembly Bill 599, signed by the Governor on October 4, 2001, directs the SWRCB to integrate existing monitoring programs and design new program elements into a comprehensive statewide groundwater monitoring plan, but does not provide funding for such an effort.  The Division of Clean Water Programs will develop a $375,000 contract for services with the United States Geological Survey.

4. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board is continuing to provide temporary wellhead filtration treatment at seven sites contaminated with chlorinated solvents in a residential area near the City of Corning as provided in a previously approved project but does not has exhausted available funding.  The Redding Office of Region 5 will contract for water services in the amount of $8,000.

5. Regional Boards have the option to allow entities that have caused a condition of pollution to undertake supplemental environmental projects in lieu of paying all or a portion of an administrative civil liability but do not have the resources to oversee their implementation.  The Regional Boards will contract for up to $600,000 in support of supplemental environmental projects.

6. The Circuit Prosecutor Project recently lost about 33 percent of its original budget and the Governor directed State agencies relying on the Circuit Prosecutor’s services to develop a long-term solution that will support its services in the future and the SWRCB relies on the Circuit Prosecutor’s services.  Office of Statewide Initiatives will contract with the California Environmental Circuit Prosecutor Project for $300,000.

7. Approval of the above referenced seven projects is consistent with Water Code Sections 13442 and 13443.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director or her designee to enter into agreements with various entities associated with the seven projects identified above in the amount of $5,737,000.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State 

Water Resources Control Board held on January 23, 2002.

________________________________________

Maureen Marché

Clerk to the Board

