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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

MARCH 21, 2002

ITEM 2

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO COMMEMORATE THE YEAR 2002 AS THE YEAR OF CLEAN WATER AND OCTOBER 2002 AS THE MONTH OF CLEAN WATER IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE CLEAN WATER ACT

DISCUSSION

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1972 (Clean Water Act) established a federal program for regulating discharges of pollutants to waters of the United States.  The law authorizes the State of California (State) to set effluent standards on point-source dischargers and to set water quality standards for all contaminants in waters of the State, including those from nonpoint sources.

October 2002 will mark the 30th anniversary of the Clean Water Act; and as such, the United States Congress and other states in the nation are commemorating the event by recognizing the Year 2002 as the Year of Clean Water and October 2002 as the month of Clean Water.

In as much as California has fully participated in water resource and water quality protection since the enactment of the Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act in 1969, it is appropriate that the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) also recognize the event.  Furthermore, the SWRCB and the California Coastal Commission are jointly developing a Statewide Citizen Monitoring Snapshot Day on October 18, 2002, which presents an excellent opportunity for the promotion of this commemorative event.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB adopt the proposed resolution commemorating the 30th anniversary of the Federal Clean Water Act by recognizing 2002 as the Year of Clean Water and October 2002 as the month of Clean Water?

FISCAL IMPACT
None.

RWQCB IMPACT
None.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB adopts the resolution commemorating the 30th anniversary of the Federal Clean Water Act by recognizing the Year 2002 as the Year of Clean Water and October 2002 as the Month of Clean Water.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-

COMMEMORATION OF THE YEAR 2002 AS THE YEAR OF CLEAN WATER

AND OCTOBER 2002 AS THE MONTH OF CLEAN WATER

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ACT, 

OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE CLEAN WATER ACT
WHEREAS:

1. Clean water is a natural resource of utmost importance and value to the citizens of the State of California (State).

2. The citizens of the State have demonstrated their support for protecting and enhancing the quality of the State’s rivers, streams, lakes, wetlands, coastal waters, and groundwater.

3. The maintenance and improvement of water quality is essential to protect public health, fisheries, and wildlife and the viability of agriculture, economic development, and recreation activities in the State.

4. The diligence of federal, State, and local governments, the private sector, and the public has resulted in substantial progress toward protecting and enhancing water quality since the enactment of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act) in 1972 and the California Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act in 1969.

5. Water pollution problems, however, do persist throughout the State and significant challenges lie ahead in the effort to protect water resources from point and nonpoint sources of pollution.

6. Further development and innovation in water pollution control management practices, research, technology, and education programs are necessary and desirable in order to facilitate water quality protection.

7. October 2002 marks the 30th anniversary of the enactment of the Clean Water Act.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB commemorate the Year 2002 as the Year of Clean Water and October 2002 as the month of Clean Water.  Furthermore, the SWRCB encourages the citizens of California and all levels of government to recognize and celebrate the nation’s and the State’s accomplishments under the 

Clean Water Act and to recommit to achieving its goals.
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