March 8, 2002

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

WORKSHOP SESSION – DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS

MARCH 21, 2002

ITEM 32

SUBJECT:

PROGRESS REPORT BY PARTIES TO THE BAY-DELTA WATER RIGHTS HEARING PHASE 8 NEGOTIATIONS REGARDING PLANS TO IMPLEMENT THE FLOW-DEPENDENT OBJECTIVES CONTAINED IN THE 1995 BAY-DELTA WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN
DISCUSSION:

The purpose of this workshop is to provide the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the public with information concerning the current status of negotiations and plans to implement the flow dependent objectives contained in the 1995 Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (1995 Bay-Delta Plan).  This workshop is the second in a series of public informational workshops that the SWRCB will conduct every six months to review progress in the negotiations to allocate responsibilities for meeting the objectives.

On April 6, 2001, the SWRCB adopted Order WR 2001-05.  That order was part of a series of actions by the SWRCB to protect the beneficial uses of water in the Bay-Delta Estuary against the adverse effects of water diversions.

Order WR 2001-05 stays the resumption of Phase 8 of the Bay-Delta Water Rights Hearing for a period of eighteen months and automatically dismisses Phase 8 at the end of eighteen months unless the SWRCB receives notice from the Department of Water Resources or the United States Bureau of Reclamation requesting resumption of Phase 8.  During the stay, parties whose water rights might be amended after Phase 8, or after a similar hearing to allocate responsibility for meeting the objectives in the 1995 Bay-Delta Plan, are negotiating to establish their responsibilities.

The workshop will consist of a detailed presentation by the negotiating parties on their progress toward completion of two workplans they are preparing.  There will be opportunity for other interested parties to provide comment.

POLICY ISSUES:

None. 

FISCAL IMPACT:

None

RWQCB IMPACT:

None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

None.  This is an informational item.

