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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

NOVEMBER 6, 2002

ITEM 4

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION TO ESTABLISH A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD FOR SEDIMENTATION/SILTATION FOR THE NEW RIVER

DISCUSSION

The Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted the revised Water Quality Control Plan for the Colorado River Basin Region (Basin Plan) on November 17, 1993.  The adopted Basin Plan was approved by the 

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on February 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on August 3, 1994.  The Basin Plan contains a narrative water quality objective which requires that the suspended sediment load and suspended sediment discharge rate to surface waters not be altered in such a manner as to cause nuisance or adversely affect beneficial uses.  Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) section 303(d) requires the identification of water bodies that do not meet water quality objectives and where attainment of the objectives is not expected with implementation of technology based controls.  For such listed water bodies, CWA requires the establishment of a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the relevant pollutant to ensure attainment of the objective.  The Regional Board has identified the New River as water quality limited for sediment, in that it failed to meet the narrative water quality objective for suspended sediment loading.  The beneficial uses impacted are warm freshwater habitat, wildlife habitat, preservation of rare, endangered and threatened species, freshwater replenishment, and both contact and non-contact recreation.

On June 26, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 (Attachment) amending the Basin Plan to incorporate a TMDL for suspended solids in the New River.  The amendment establishes interim numeric targets starting at an annual average of 

229 mg/L total suspended solids (TSS) to be achieved during the first through third years after amendment approval.  The numeric target is gradually reduced during the fourth through eleventh year when the ultimate target of 200 mg/L TSS as an annual average is to be attained. A wasteload allocation for suspended solids is assigned to each point source discharger and includes an additional allocation for future point source discharges.  Load allocations (LA) for suspended solids are assigned to river reaches, tailwater outfalls discharging directly to the New River, in-stream erosion and wind deposition, and the water crossing the International Boundary.  A margin of safety equal to the mass loading from natural sources is also provided. 

The implementation plan for the TMDL utilizes existing Basin Plan implementation provisions.  The appropriate implementation provisions adopted and approved for the Alamo River sedimentation/siltation TMDL were modified by the current amendment to include dischargers in the New River watershed and time schedules for New River dischargers to comply with the required actions.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB:  

1. Approve the amendment to the Basin Plan adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 (Attachment)?

2. Authorize the Executive Director to submit the amendment adopted under  Regional Board Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 to OAL and USEPA for approval?

FISCAL IMPACT
Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from these actions can be accommodated within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Colorado River Basin Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:  

1. Approve the amendment to the Basin Plan adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 (Attachment).

2. Authorize the Executive Director to submit the amendment adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 to OAL and USEPA for approval.

WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002- XXXX

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION TO ESTABLISH A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD FOR SEDIMENTATION/SILTATION FOR THE NEW RIVER

WHEREAS:

1. The Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the Colorado River Basin Region (Basin Plan) on November 17, 1993, which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on February 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on August 3, 1994.  

2. On June 26, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 (Attachment) amending the Basin Plan by incorporating a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for sedimentation/siltation for the New River.

3. SWRCB finds that the Basin Plan amendment titled “Amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the Colorado River Basin Region to establish the New River sedimentation/siltation Total Maximum Daily Load” is in conformance with the requirements for TMDL development specified in section 303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA).

4. The Regional Board prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other State laws and regulations.

5. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by the SWRCB, and until the amendment’s regulatory provisions are approved by OAL, and in the case of a surface water standards action, by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 (Attachment).

2. Authorizes the Executive Director to submit the amendment adopted under  Regional Board Resolution No. R-7-2002-0097 to OAL and USEPA for approval.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on November 19, 2002.
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