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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

FEBRUARY 4, 2003

ITEM 4

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION TO INCORPORATE A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD FOR CHLORIDE IN THE UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER

DISCUSSION

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan) on 

June 13, 1994.  This Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.  Chapter 7 of the Basin Plan contains the provisions for all total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) adopted by the Regional Board.

The Regional Board is charged with implementing the provisions of both the           Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (California law) and the federal Clean Water Act in the Los Angeles Region.  One of the ways in which the Regional Board implements these laws is through the development and implementation of water quality standards for all of the water bodies within the Region.  Under the federal Clean Water Act, water quality standards consist of beneficial use designations of water bodies and numeric or narrative water quality objectives that are protective of those beneficial uses as well as the State’s anti-degradation policy. 

Section 303(d)(A)(1) of the federal Clean Water Act requires the states to identify those waters within the region that are impaired by pollution (not meeting water quality standards) and establish TMDLs for the pollutants causing the impairments.  A TMDL specifies the maximum amount of a pollutant that a water body can receive and still meet water quality standards and allocates the acceptable pollutant load to point and nonpoint sources.  The TMDL is the sum of the wasteload allocations (WLAs) for point sources and load allocations (LAs) for nonpoint sources.  

The proposed TMDL addresses documented water quality impairments due to chloride levels in two of the reaches of the Santa Clara River that are located upstream of the 

U.S. Geological Survey Blue Cut Gauging Station near the Los Angeles/Ventura County line.  The TMDL for chloride in the Upper Santa Clara River was developed because chloride levels exceed the Basin Plan water quality objective in the upper segments of the River.  The water quality objective for chloride in these portions of the Santa Clara River is 100 mg/L, based on the most chloride-sensitive beneficial use of the River, which is agricultural supply. 

Over the past 20 years, chloride levels in the Upper Santa Clara River have increased to the point where the current levels routinely exceed water quality objectives at locations where the River is diverted for irrigation.  The recent chloride increases appear to be due to increasing domestic waste discharges.  In the upper watershed, there is extensive development with plans for continued development.  This development will add additional chloride to the Santa Clara River, which must be considered for future water use planning. 

On October 24, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R02-018 to incorporate a TMDL for chloride in the Upper Santa Clara River.  The numeric target for the TMDL is set at the water quality objective of 100 mg/L.  This will be attained by controlling chloride discharges to the upstream River reaches (Reaches five and six) which receive wastewater from the Saugus and Valencia water reclamation plants.  The agency responsible for implementing the TMDL will be the County Sanitation Districts of      

Los Angeles County.  Progress in attaining the TMDL will be reevaluated after two and a half years of implementation, at which time the WLAs may be amended at the discretion of the Regional Board.

The Regional Board finds that the addition of this amendment would result in no adverse effect on wildlife, and the amendment would be consistent with the State Antidegradation Policy (SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16).

Executive Officer’s Corrections

Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018 authorizes the Regional Board Executive Officer to make minor, non-substantive corrections to the language of the amendment, if needed, for clarity or consistency.  SWRCB staff review of the proposed amendment identified items in the amendment that require clarification.  The Regional Board Executive Officer has made the corrections outlined in Attachment 2.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB:

1. Approve the amendment to the Basin Plan to incorporate a TMDL for chloride for the Upper Santa Clara River adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018 as corrected by the Regional Board Executive Officer (Attachment 2)?

2. Authorize the Executive Director to submit the amendment adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018, Regional Board as corrected by the Executive Officer and as approved by SWRCB, to OAL and the TMDL to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for approval? 


FISCAL IMPACT

Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Los Angeles Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:

1. Approve the amendment to the Basin Plan to incorporate a TMDL for chloride for the Upper Santa Clara River adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018 as corrected by the Regional Board Executive Officer (Attachment 2).

2. Authorize the Executive Director to submit the amendment adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018, as corrected by the Regional Board Executive Officer and as approved by SWRCB, to OAL and the TMDL to USEPA for approval.


STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION TO INCORPORATE A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD FOR CHLORIDE IN THE UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER

WHEREAS:

1. The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised Basin Plan for the Los Angeles Region on June 13, 1994 which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.

2. On October 24, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R02-018 (attached) amending the Basin Plan to incorporate a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for chloride in the Upper Santa Clara River.

3. SWRCB finds that provisions of the amendment as adopted warranted minor clarification of the language of various provisions.  

4. Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018 delegated to the Regional Board Executive Officer authority to make minor, non-substantive corrections to the adopted amendment if needed for clarity or consistency.  The Regional Board Executive Officer has made the necessary corrections to the amendment.

5. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act, scientific peer review, and other State laws and regulations.

6. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL.

7. A TMDL adopted by the State pursuant to requirements of section 303(d)(A)(1) of the federal Clean Water Act must be approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to incorporate a TMDL for chloride for the Upper Santa Clara River as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018 as corrected by the Regional Board Executive Officer (Attachment 2).

2. Authorizes the Executive Director to submit the amendment adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R02-018, as corrected by the Regional Board Executive Officer and approved by SWRCB, to OAL and the TMDL to USEPA for approval.


CERTIFICATION  

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on February 19, 2003.

__________________________________





Maureen Marché





Clerk to the Board
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