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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JULY 1, 2003

ITEM 11

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE SAN DIEGO REGION TO ESTABLISH A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL) FOR DIAZINON IN THE CHOLLAS CREEK WATERSHED

DISCUSSION

The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Region (Basin Plan) on September 8, 1994.  The adopted Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on December 13, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on April 26, 1995.

Chollas Creek is currently identified on the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) list of impaired waters due to toxicity during storm events.  Results of toxicity identification evaluations indicate that the insecticide diazinon has in part caused this toxicity.  Under these conditions, a TMDL must be established to mitigate the problem.  On 

August 14, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R9-2002-0123 (Attachment) amending the Basin Plan to incorporate a TMDL for diazinon in the Chollas Creek watershed.  

Two concentration-based numeric targets for diazinon are established, based on the freshwater Water Quality Criteria for diazinon established by the California Department of Fish and Game.  An acute target of 0.08 µg/L protects aquatic life from short-term exposure to diazinon, while a chronic target of 0.05 µg/L protects aquatic life from long-term diazinon exposure.  These targets are the same as the concentration-based wasteload and load allocations of this TMDL and are assigned equally to all diazinon discharge sources in the Chollas Creek Watershed.  All allocations are set at 90 percent of the numeric targets, resulting in a diazinon allocation equal to 0.072 µg/L under acute exposure conditions and a diazinon allocation of 0.045 µg/L under chronic exposure conditions.  These allocations include an explicit 10 percent margin of safety to account for uncertainties in the TMDL analysis and represent approximately a 90 percent reduction from current loads.


The responsible parties are the Cities of San Diego, Lemon Grove, and La Mesa, the San Diego Unified Port District, the County of San Diego and the California Department of Transportation.  These entities are responsible for implementation of the TMDL and for reduction of diazinon in their storm water discharges.  The Regional Board will revise the areawide National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for discharge of urban runoff from municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) in San Diego County to make it consistent with the waste load allocations of this TMDL.  Compliance with numeric limitations for diazinon will be required in accordance with a phased schedule of compliance.

In January 2001, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) reached an agreement with registrants of diazinon to phase out most structural uses of diazinon.  Under this agreement, retail sales for these uses were stopped as of December 31, 2002, and product registrations will be canceled on December 31, 2004.  As a result of this phase out, USEPA estimates that current uses of diazinon will be reduced by over 

90 percent.  In the Chollas Creek watershed, the phase out should reduce current loading to negligible levels over time.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB approve the amendment to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below?

FISCAL IMPACT

Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, San Diego Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to establish a TMDL for diazinon in the Chollas Creek watershed as adopted under Regional Board Resolution 

No. R9-2002-0123.

2.    Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and     

administrative record for this action to OAL and the TMDL to USEPA for approval.
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE SAN DIEGO REGION TO ESTABLISH A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL) FOR DIAZINON IN THE CHOLLAS CREEK WATERSHED

WHEREAS:

1. The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Region (Basin Plan) on September 8, 1994.  The adopted Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on December 13, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on April 26, 1995.

2. On August 14, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R9-2002-0123 (Attachment) amending the Basin Plan to establish a TMDL for diazinon in the Chollas Creek watershed.

3. SWRCB finds that the Basin Plan amendment to establish a TMDL for diazinon in the Chollas Creek watershed is in conformance with Water Code section 13240 which specifies that Regional Water Quality Control Boards shall periodically review and may revise Basin Plans.

4. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other State laws and regulations.

5. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB, until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL, and, in the case of a surface water standards action or a TMDL, approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to establish a TMDL for diazinon in the Chollas Creek watershed as adopted under Regional Board Resolution 

No. R9-2002-0123.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and the TMDL to USEPA for approval.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on July 16, 2003.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board
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