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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

APRIL 22, 2004

ITEM  8

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY REGION TO CONTROL THE DISCHARGE OF DIAZINON AND ORCHARD PESTICIDE RUNOFF INTO THE SACRAMENTO AND FEATHER RIVERS

DISCUSSION

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Valley Region (Basin Plan) on 

May 3, 1996.  The adopted Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on September 19, 1996 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on January 10, 1997.

On October 16, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2003-0148, which would amend the Basin Plan to control the discharge of diazinon and orchard pesticide runoff into the Sacramento and Feather Rivers.  The proposed amendment contains the following elements: 1) new water quality objectives for the pesticide diazinon that would apply in the Sacramento and Feather Rivers; 2) a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) including load allocations for diazinon in the Sacramento and Feather Rivers; 3) a compliance time schedule to meet the objectives and allocations; 4) a proposed framework for implementation; 5) estimates of costs to comply; and 6) monitoring and surveillance requirements.

The proposed objectives for diazinon were developed by the California Department of Fish and Game and used methodologies approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for determining pollutant levels that should not impact aquatic life.  The proposed objectives for diazinon are a maximum concentration of 0.080 ug/L (1-hour average) and 0.050 ug/L (4-day average) not to be exceeded more than once every three years on the average.  The proposed date for compliance with the load allocations and objectives is June 30, 2008.  The proposed framework for implementation is the use of a prohibition of discharge of diazinon unless water quality objectives are attained or the discharge is governed by waste discharge requirements or by waivers of waste discharge requirements. 

The estimated costs for discharger monitoring, planning, and evaluation range from $0.5 to $9.3 million per year depending on the implementation framework adopted by the Regional Board.  However, a portion of these costs could be offset by cost savings to dischargers of $0.3 million per year depending on the management practices chosen to mitigate the use of diazinon (for example, alternative pesticides).  

The proposed amendment includes monitoring and surveillance requirements.  These requirements include provisions to allow the Regional Board to:  determine compliance with load allocations and objectives; assess progress in implementation of management practices; evaluate effectiveness of management practices; determine if alternatives are causing water quality problems; determine if orchard pesticides are causing additive or synergistic toxicity; and determine if pesticide concentrations in water are being lowered to the greatest extent feasible.

Although this amendment would establish water quality objectives and a TMDL only for diazinon, control of all other orchard pesticide runoff is also addressed.  For example, there is policy language that orchard dischargers must consider whether a proposed alternative to diazinon has the potential to degrade ground or surface water, and that pesticide discharges from orchards are controlled at the lowest level that is technically and economically achievable.

This TMDL for diazinon is the first of three Basin Plan amendments that the Regional Board will be developing to address orchard pesticide runoff into the Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta as part of its Toxic Hot Spot Cleanup Plan.  The next anticipated amendment will address diazinon and chlorpyrifos in the San Joaquin River, followed by an amendment to address these two pesticides in the delta.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB:

Approve the amendment to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below?

FISCAL IMPACT

Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Central Valley Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to control the discharge of diazinon and orchard pesticide runoff into the Sacramento and Feather Rivers as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R5-2003-0148.

2.  Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and     

administrative record for this action to OAL and the water quality objectives and the TMDL to USEPA for approval.
Policy Review: _____________

Fiscal Review:  _____________

Legal Review:  ____________

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL 

PLAN FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY REGION TO CONTROL 

THE DISCHARGE OF DIAZINON AND ORCHARD PESTICIDE 

RUNOFF INTO THE SACRAMENTO AND FEATHER RIVERS

WHEREAS:

1. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Valley Region (Basin Plan) on May 3, 1996, which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on September 19, 1996 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on 

January 10, 1997.  

2. On October 16, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2003-0148 (Attachment) which would amend the Basin Plan to control the discharge of diazinon and orchard pesticide runoff into the Sacramento and Feather Rivers.

3. SWRCB finds that the Basin Plan amendment to establish a program for the control of diazinon and orchard pesticide is in conformance with the California Water Code section 13240 et seq., which specify that Regional Water Quality Control Boards shall periodically review and may revise Basin Plans.

4. SWRCB finds that the Basin Plan amendment satisfies the requirement in the Toxic Hot Spot Cleanup Plan (SWRCB Resolution No. 2004-0002) to establish a Basin Plan amendment which includes diazinon water quality objectives, load allocations, a program of implementation, a time schedule for compliance, and monitoring requirements.

5. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other State laws and regulations.

6. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL, and in the case of a surface water standards action, by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

7. All Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) must be approved by USEPA. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to control the discharge of diazinon and orchard pesticide runoff into the Sacramento and Feather Rivers as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R5-2003-0148.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and the water quality objectives and the TMDL to USEPA for approval.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on April 22, 2004.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board
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