December 19, 2003


STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JANUARY 6 AND 7, 2004

ITEM 3

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LAHONTAN REGION TO REVISE WASTE DISCHARGE PROHIBITION EXEMPTION CRITERIA FOR THE MOJAVE HYDROLOGIC UNIT

DISCUSSION

The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) on September 9, 1993 and added amendments on October 14, 1994.  The adopted Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on January 19, 1995 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on April 26, 1995.  On September 10, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R6V-2003-049 (Attachment) to revise the waste discharge prohibition exemption criteria for the Mojave Hydrologic Unit in San Bernardino County.

The proximity of the Mojave River watershed to the Los Angeles area has led to rapid population growth and increased demand for water.  The Mojave River is mostly dry except after intense storms; therefore, the surrounding region relies primarily on groundwater for its agricultural and municipal needs.  This source of water is rapidly being overdrafted, and alternative sources need to be found.  This amendment would allow the discharge of wastewater in the San Bernardino Mountains portion of the Mojave Hydrologic Unit where there is significant need to increase water supplies for a variety of uses including irrigation, fire suppression, industrial cooling, and groundwater recharge.

The proposed amendment would add clarifying language to prohibition exemptions currently contained in the Basin Plan for Mojave Hydrologic Unit Prohibition Nos. 1, 2, and 4 and for the Regionwide Prohibitions in section 4.1.  This language would enable the Regional Board to allow the discharge of wastewater currently prohibited in the upper watersheds of the Mojave River and to allow discharge of wastewater to the Mojave River and its tributaries above the Lower Narrows at Victorville.  This could allow local sewage treatment plants to be built that would discharge directly to the river, which could facilitate protection of aquatic and riparian habitat in this increasingly dry river system and help recharge the aquifer.

These proposed changes would provide the Regional Board flexibility to grant exemptions only if it can be shown that the discharge of waste will not, individually or collectively, directly or indirectly, exceed the water quality objectives or unreasonably affect designated beneficial uses of the Mojave River.
The amendment stipulates that the Regional Board will base any determination to grant an exemption to a wastewater discharge prohibition on criteria contained in the State Antidegradation Policy (SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16).

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB approve the amendment to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below?

FISCAL IMPACT

Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT

Yes, Lahontan Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R6V-2003-049.
2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for approval.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LAHONTAN REGION TO REVISE WASTE DISCHARGE PROHIBITION EXEMPTION CRITERIA FOR THE MOJAVE HYDROLOGIC UNIT

WHEREAS:

1. The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) on September 9, 1993 and added amendments on October 14, 1994.  The adopted Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on January 19, 1995 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on April 26, 1995. 

2. On September 10, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R6V-2003-049 (Attachment) to revise the waste discharge prohibition exemption criteria for the Mojave Hydrologic Unit in San Bernardino County.

3. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other State laws and regulations.

4. The Regional Board finds that the additions of this amendment would result in no adverse effect on wildlife, and the amendment would be consistent with the federal Clean Water Act and State Antidegradation Policy (SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16).

5. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB, until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL, and until provisions related to water quality standards are approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R6V-2003-049.
2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and USEPA for approval.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on January 22, 2004.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board

