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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JULY 7, 2004

ITEM 6

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION TO UPDATE AMMONIA OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND SURFACE WATERS NOT CHARACTERISTIC OF FRESHWATER
DISCUSSION

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) on June 13, 1994.  The Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.  Chapter 3 of the Basin Plan contains the water quality objectives for ammonia.

The proposed amendment to the Basin Plan would update the ammonia water quality objectives for inland surface waters not characteristic of freshwater (including enclosed bays, estuaries, and wetlands), whose existing beneficial uses include those to protect aquatic life.  The amendment reflects criteria developed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) in its “Ambient Water Quality Criteria for Ammonia (Saltwater) –1989,” and supercedes objectives based on USEPA’s 1984 criteria for ammonia currently in effect in the Basin Plan.  The proposed amendment also includes methods for converting the water quality objectives into effluent limits.

In deciding to use the USEPA 1989 criteria, Regional Board staff also considered using the ammonia objective contained in the 2001 California Ocean Plan (Ocean Plan).  Reasons to adopt the Ocean Plan objective included simplicity and potential ease of implementation.  The USEPA criteria tend to be less stringent than the Ocean Plan objective, depending on pH, temperature, and salinity.  However, the data and standards development method used in the USEPA criteria are more current and were therefore considered the most appropriate source for the revised Basin Plan objectives. 

The proposed amendment would establish a 4-day average of 0.035 milligrams ammonia per liter (mg NH3/L) and a one-hour average of 0.223 mg NH3/L for waters in which the salinity is equal to or greater than 10 parts per thousand 95 percent or more of the time, and the more stringent of either the freshwater or the saltwater objectives for waters in which the salinity is greater than 1 but less than 10 parts per thousand.

On March 4, 2004, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 2004-022 to update the current Basin Plan objectives for ammonia to be consistent with USEPA’s criteria.

The Regional Board finds that the additions of this amendment would result in no adverse effect on wildlife, and the amendment would be consistent with the State Antidegradation Policy (SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16).

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB approve the amendment to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below? 

FISCAL IMPACT

Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Los Angeles Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to update the ammonia objectives for inland surface waters not characteristic of freshwater as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. 2004-022.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendment adopted under the Regional Board Resolution No. 2004-022 to OAL and USEPA for approval. 


Policy Review: ______________

Fiscal Review: ______________

Legal Review:  ______________

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN 

FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION TO UPDATE AMMONIA OBJECTIVES 

FOR INLAND SURFACE WATERS NOT CHARACTERISTIC OF FRESHWATER

WHEREAS:

1. In 1975, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted two Water Quality Control Plans (Basin Plans) for the Santa Clara River Basin and the Los Angeles River Basin respectively.

2. The Regional Board adopted a revised Basin Plan for the Los Angeles Region on June 13, 1994 which combined these two Basin Plans into a single document which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.

3. On March 4, 2004, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 2004-022 (Attachment) amending the Basin Plan to update the ammonia objectives for inland surface waters not characteristic of freshwater.

4. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act, scientific peer review, and other State laws and regulations.

5. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL, and standards actions are approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to update the ammonia objectives for inland surface waters not characteristic of freshwater as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. 2004-022.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendment adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. 2004-022 to OAL and USEPA for approval. 

                                                 CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on July 22, 2004.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board
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