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  STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

MAY 4, 2004

ITEM 8
SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CENTRAL VALLEY REGION’S WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE SACRAMENTO RIVER AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER BASINS TO CORRECT REFERENCE TO A BACTERIA WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVE FOR GROUNDWATER

DISCUSSION

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins (Basin Plan) under Resolution No. 94-380 on May 9, 1994.  The revised Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on February 16, 1995 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on May 9, 1995.

In its concurrent consideration of several Basin Plan amendments, the Regional Board held hearings on July 19, 2002 and September 6, 2002.  On January 31, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2003-0007 (Attachment), editing the text describing the applicability of the bacteria water quality objective for groundwaters with the beneficial use Municipal and Domestic Supply (MUN).  The amendment edits the water quality objective on page III-9.00 of the Basin Plan to clarify that the objective applies to waters designated as having the beneficial use MUN and not just to those groundwaters currently in use for municipal supply. 

This amendment was discussed at the SWRCB Workshop on June 3, 2003.  At that time, commenters suggested that the proposed amendment was a substantive change to the water quality objective and stated that despite claims to the contrary, the Regional Board’s practice was to adopt permits which did not address protection of groundwater for MUN. SWRCB continued discussion of this amendment.  On July 23, 2003, the Regional Board withdrew the amendment from consideration.  The Regional Board has since completed an additional review of its records (looking at one month per year for the last 13 years) and found that of the 142 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits and Waste Discharge Requirements adopted, seven did not identify MUN as a beneficial use.  Five of these were errors of omission, of which one has since been corrected.  All of the remaining six permits required effluent to be disinfected, set a total coliform limit of < 2.2 Most Probable Number (MPN)/100 milliliter, or specified no degradation of groundwater.  

Additionally, the Basin Plan itself provided evidence that the change in language is an editorial correction rather than a significant change.  Chapter 3, Water Quality Objectives, is clear regarding where groundwater objectives must be applied.  It states, “The following objectives apply to all ground waters of the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins, as the objectives are relevant to the protection of designated beneficial uses” (page III-9.00).  Further, the Policy for Application of Water Quality Objectives (Chapter 4, Implementation, page IV-16.00) states, in part:  “Water quality objectives apply to all waters within a surface water or ground water resource for which beneficial uses have been designated, rather than at an intake, wellhead or other point of consumption.”

SWRCB staff conclude that the amendment is an editorial correction.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB approve the amendment to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below?

FISCAL IMPACT
Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources. 

RWQCB IMPACT

Yes, Central Valley Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That SWRCB: 

1. Approves the amendment to the Regional Board Basin Plan to edit the language of the water quality objective for bacteria in groundwater as adopted by the Regional Board under Resolution No. R5-2003-0007 (Attachment).

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL for approval. 

Policy Review:   ________​​​​______

Fiscal Review:   ______________

Legal Review:    ______________

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CENTRAL VALLEY REGION’S 

WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE SACRAMENTO RIVER 

AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER BASINS TO CORRECT REFERENCE TO A 

BACTERIA WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVE FOR GROUNDWATER

WHEREAS:

1. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins (Basin Plan) under Resolution No. 94-380 on May 9, 1994, which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on February 16, 1995 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on May 9, 1995. 

2. On January 31, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2003-0007 (Attachment) to amend the Basin Plan to edit the language of the water quality objective for bacteria in groundwater to clarify that the objective applies to waters designated as having the beneficial use Municipal and Domestic Supply and not just to those groundwaters currently in use for municipal supply.  
3. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other State laws and regulations.

4. The Regional Board found that the amendment would be consistent with the State Antidegradation Policy (SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16).

5. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Regional Board Basin Plan to edit the language of the water quality objective for bacteria in groundwater as adopted by the Regional Board under Resolution 

No. R5-2003-0007 (Attachment).

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL for approval.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on May 20, 2004.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board
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