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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

MAY 20, 2004

ITEM 6

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE TAHOE REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY'S 
AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE LAKE TAHOE BASIN

DISCUSSION

The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) is a bi-state (California and Nevada), planning agency under federal Clean Water Act section 208 responsible for developing and implementing water quality measures specified under the Water Quality Management Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin (208 Plan).  The 208 Plan was certified by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in April 1989.  All amendments to the 208 Plan must also be certified by the states of California and Nevada and approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

As one means of addressing water quality issues, the 208 Plan designates stream environment zones (SEZs) throughout the Lake Tahoe Basin.  These are major and minor streams, intermittent streams, drainage ways, meadows and marshes, and other areas of surface water within the Lake Tahoe region.  The importance of SEZs is their ability to provide natural treatment and conveyance of surface runoff.  Encroachment into these areas reduces their potential to filter sediment and nutrients and reduces the proportional amount of surface runoff they can effectively treat.

The 208 Plan contains a number of measures to protect SEZs, among them a restriction of vehicles to areas outside SEZs or to existing roads within SEZs, except for vehicles involved with over-snow tree removal.  This amendment to the 208 Plan would allow the access of vehicles into SEZs for the purpose of fuels treatment (fire suppression) and vegetation management, provided that no significant soil disturbance or significant 

non-target vegetation damage will result from the use of the vehicles.  The specific amendment changes to the 208 Plan are attached in a TRPA memorandum dated February 17, 2004.

In a memorandum dated March 23, 2004 (Attachment), the Executive Officer of the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) concurs that the proposed amendment is consistent with its Water Quality Control Plan and is not expected to have a significant detrimental impact on water quality.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB:

1. Certify the amendment to TRPA's 208 plan to allow conditional use of vehicles in SEZs?

2. Direct the Executive Director or designee to submit the certified amendment to USEPA for approval? 

FISCAL IMPACT

The Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Lahontan Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:

1. Certifies the amendment to TRPA's 208 plan to allow conditional use of vehicles in SEZs?

2. Directs the Executive Director or designee to submit the certified amendment to USEPA for approval? 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2004-

CERTIFYING THE TAHOE REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY'S AMENDMENT 

TO THE WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE LAKE TAHOE BASIN

WHEREAS:

1. The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) adopted a bi-state (California and Nevada) Water Quality Management Plan for the Lake Tahoe Basin (208 Plan) in 1988, which was certified by the State of Nevada, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in 1989.

2. The 208 Plan designates stream environment zones (SEZs) for the purposes of protecting water quality, and within the 208 Plan, vehicles are normally restricted from entering SEZs except on existing roads or for over-snow tree removal.

3. There is a need to allow vehicles into SEZs for the purpose of fuels treatment (fire suppression) and vegetation management, and such vehicles are not expected to result in significant soil disturbance or significant non-target vegetation damage.

4. TRPA has amended the 208 Plan to allow the use of such vehicles in SEZs.

5. The Executive Officer of the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board concurs that the amendment is consistent with its Water Quality Control Plan.

6. SWRCB reviewed the proposed amendment to the 208 Plan and determined that the amendment will have no significant detrimental impact on water quality. 

7. SWRCB must certify any amendments to the 208 Plan and submit the certified amendment to USEPA for approval. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Certifies the amendment to TRPA's 208 plan to allow conditional use of vehicles in SEZs?

2. Directs the Executive Director or designee to submit the certified amendment to USEPA for approval? 

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on May 20, 2004.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin 
                                                       Clerk to the Board
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