STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING – DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

NOVEMBER 18, 2004

ITEM  5

SUBJECT

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA), TARGETED WATERSHED GRANTS PROGRAM – ACCEPTING AND ALLOCATING GRANT FUNDS TO THE LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (LRWQCB) FOR LAKE TAHOE RESTORATION PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT OF TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD

DISCUSSION
The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (LRWQCB) and the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection are jointly working to develop the Lake Tahoe Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and associated water quality restoration plan to restore and protect Lake Tahoe’s famed clarity.  Other agencies assisting with this work include the California Air Resources Board, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, EPA, U.S. Forest Service, and the bi-state Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.  The LRWQCB requested and received a grant through the EPA, Region 9 to assist in this effort.  The grant award is for $1,140,650 from the EPA’s Targeted Watershed Grants Program (TWCP).  

The TMDL and water quality restoration plan for Lake Tahoe is a long-term, multi-agency effort, which is being funded from a variety of sources.  An integrated work plan has been established to use funds, as they become available, to develop the restoration plan and desired implementation actions in a phased manner.  Certain tasks will be funded by more than one source to provide sufficient funding to produce useable products.  The grant from the TWGP will be used along with other funding sources to accomplish the following tasks critical to the implementation of the TMDL:

1. Develop a Load Reduction Matrix for use in evaluating load reduction scenarios and developing the most cost effective and feasible alternatives for the Lake Tahoe Basin;

2. Research, evaluate and recommend New Technologies and Pollution Control Practices for use in the Lake Tahoe Basin; and

3. Assessing the feasibility of a pollutant reduction trading system and, if feasible, develop a system to implement it in the Lake Tahoe Basin.

POLICY ISSUES
Should the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) accept $1,140,650 from the EPA, Region 9 TWGP and allocate these monies to the LRWQCB for TMDL work to support the restoration and protection of Lake Tahoe?

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact to the State general funds.  The grant would provide additional funding to support current efforts to restore and protect Lake Tahoe water quality.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB accept $1,140,650 from the EPA, Region 9 TWGP, and allocate these monies to the LRWQCB for TMDL work to support the restoration and protection of Lake Tahoe. 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2004 -

CONSIDERATION TO ACCEPT AND ALLOCATE FEDERAL GRANT FUNDS TO THE LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD (LRWQCB) FOR THE LAKE TAHOE TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD AND

WATER QUALITY RESTORATION PLAN 

WHEREAS:

1. The LRWQCB and the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP) are jointly working to develop the Lake Tahoe Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL); 

2. The LRWQCB and NDEP are working with other federal, state, and local partners to implement a water quality restoration plan to restore and protect Lake Tahoe’s famed clarity: 

3. In June 2004, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 selected a grant proposal from the LRWQCB to fund TMDL development and water quality restoration work for Lake Tahoe.  The grant in the amount of $1,140,650 was awarded through the Targeted Watershed Grant Program (TWGP), and 
4. To utilize the grant monies, the State Water Resources Control Board must establish an account for such monies and allocate them to the LRWQCB for developing the Lake Tahoe TMDL and water quality restoration plan.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board:

1. Accepts the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 Targeted Watershed Grant Program award of $1,140,650, and

2. Allocates these monies to the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board for developing the Lake Tahoe Total Maximum Daily Load and water quality restoration plan.  

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on November 18, 2004.

_______________________________


Debbie Irvin



Clerk to the Board
