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SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CONCEPT OF SUSTAINABILITY AS A CORE VALUE FOR STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD (SWRCB) PROGRAMS AND DIRECTING ITS INCORPORATION INTO FUTURE SWRCB ACTIONS

DISCUSSION

I.
Sustainability

Sustainability is the practice of preserving the long-term vitality of local communities by balancing environmental, economic and social resources.  Sustainability is coming to the forefront as we are challenged by maximizing limited resources for present and future generations.  

The SWRCB and Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs) administer programs that affect the sustainability of the quality and quantity of water resources in California.  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Action Plan for California’s Environment also calls for the protection of California’s water supply and water quality and restoration and enhancement of wetland and ocean habitats.  Some SWRCB programs and activities already encourage or result in sustainable practices.  These are particularly apparent in grant and technical support activities related to pollution prevention, watershed management and restoration.  Exhibit A shows examples of projects funded by Division of Financial Assistance that demonstrate sustainability, and examples of ways to incorporate sustainability in future projects.  Exhibit B shows examples of permits issued by the Division of Water Quality that incorporate sustainable measures, and examples of potential regulation modifications for future programs. 

II.
Sustainable Practices: Smart Growth and Low Impact Development 

Two sustainable practices related to water supply and water quality protection are “smart growth” and “low-impact development.”

Although definitions vary widely, smart growth addresses how and where new development should be accommodated to support economic vitality, environmental protection, and community livability. The following are some elements included in smart growth policies:  mixed land uses, minimal building footprints, preservation of open space and critical environmental areas, direction of development towards existing communities and provision of a variety of transportation and housing choices.

Low Impact Development (LID) is an approach to site design and stormwater management that seeks to maintain the site’s pre-development runoff rates and volumes.  LID includes specific techniques, tools and materials to control the amount of impervious surface, increase infiltration, improve water quality by reducing runoff from developed sites, and reduce costly infrastructure.  For example, LID uses small-scale runoff management techniques such as vegetated swales, filter strips, and infiltration trenches.  Collectively, these management techniques are called “Integrated Management Practices” or IMP’s.  

III.
Incorporating and Implementing Sustainability

There are three components to successful implementation of sustainability:  education, permitting and financial assistance.  The following are examples of ways to incorporate sustainable practices into SWRCB programs or enhance efforts already underway:

1. Continue to promote sustainable practices like pollution prevention, watershed management, and restoration.

2. Form partnerships with other government agencies and non-profit organizations.

3. Provide education and outreach to staff and the public on sustainable practices via a sustainability Web page.

4. Embed sustainable criteria into the ranking of projects seeking financial assistance.

5. Incorporate sustainability into permitting activities.

Partnerships with other government agencies and non-profit organizations will be a critical element of implementing sustainable policies within SWRCB programs and activities.  These partnerships will help agencies target broader sustainability issues and achieve multiple benefits in areas such as housing, transportation and water resources.

IV.
Commitment to Sustainability

SWRCB staff should be a catalyst for encouraging sustainability among local communities and local government agencies through partnership, education, regulatory, and financial assistance activities.  Committing to sustainability as a core value for all activities and programs is a proactive approach to maximizing and preserving California’s water supply and water quality resources for current and future generations.  The SWRCB and RWQCBs should make a commitment to consider sustainable practices in implementing programs and activities.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB adopt a resolution to:

1. Adopt sustainability as a core value for all SWRCB activities and programs?

2. Direct SWRCB Staff to include consideration of sustainability in all future policies, guidelines, and regulatory actions?

FISCAL IMPACT

Modifying future policies, guidelines, and regulatory actions may require a minor workload increase.  

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, all RWQCBs.  Adopting the resolution may also require RWQCBs to modify future policies, guidelines, and regulatory actions and may result in a minor workload increase.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB:

1. Adopt sustainability as a core value for all SWRCB activities and programs.

2. Direct SWRCB Staff to include consideration of sustainability in all future policies, guidelines, and regulatory actions.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2005-

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CONCEPT OF SUSTAINABILITY AS A CORE VALUE FOR STATE WATER RESOURCES 

CONTROL BOARD (SWRCB) PROGRAMS AND DIRECTING ITS INCORPORATION INTO FUTURE SWRCB ACTIONS

WHEREAS:

1. The SWRCB and RWQCBs administer programs that are critical to the sustainability of the quality and quantity of water resources in California;

2. Sustainable practices are environmentally and economically sound;

3. Some SWRCB/RWQCB activities and programs already incorporate sustainability in funding and supporting activities, especially as they relate to pollution prevention, watershed management and restoration;

4. There is potential to further enhance and encourage sustainable activities within the administration of SWRCB/RWQCB programs and activities;

5. SWRCB staff will coordinate with partners from other government agencies and non-profit organizations on sustainability issues; and

6. Partnerships with other agencies will help target broad sustainability issues and achieve multiple benefits in areas such as housing, transportation and water resources.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board:

1. Adopts sustainability as a core value for all State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs) activities and programs; and

2. Directs SWRCB/RWQCBs Staff to include consideration of sustainability in all future policies, guidelines, and regulatory actions.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on January 20, 2005.
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