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January 28, 2016 SWRCB Clerk

Ms. Felicia Marcus, Chair
State Water Resources Control Bozrd

Dear Ms. Marcus,

Desert Water Agency (DWA) would like to thank the State Water Resources Control Board for the opportunity to submit
comments cn the preliminary framework of the Extended Emergency Reguiation for Urban Water Conservation (emergency
regulation) and again before your consider adoption of the revised emergency regulation.

We applaud the Board's willingness to tailor the regulation to address local factors by allowing agencies a credit of up to eight
percent. It is clear that the Board has spent a great amo.nt of time trying to amend the emergency regulation to address the
needs of the state's many diverse water agencies. However, the proposed framework disproportionately caters to the needs of
some agences more than others. We remain hopeful that the Board will make some minor adjustments to address the needs of
our community. We ask the Boarc to reconsider the following elements in the draft regulation before making a decision on
February 2:

Climate adjustment four percent cap

No reassessment scheduled in April for snowpack

No credit for recycled water or groundwater management
Growth adjustment complexity

CLIMATE ADJUSTMENT CAP

For the agencies in the highest ET zone in the state, a four percent adjustment is not sufficient to address a more than 27
percen’ deviation from the statewide average ET. Additionally, it is not equitable to cap only the climate adjustment at four
percent with the overall cap at eight percent. Agencies may receive an eight percent adjustment in some of the other
adjustment categories, and climate is perhaps the biggest discrepancy impacting conservation.

Under the methodology presented by SWRCB staff, an agency with a five percent deviation from the statewide ET would
receive a two percent credit, whereas an agency with more than five times that deviation would receive a four percent
credit. A two percent differencs cannot account for the dramatic climate impact that our region sees compared to places in
Northem and Central California, like Fresno and Stockton. This metric unfairly disadvantages communities with the
hottest, driest climates. It also groups regions together, not truly reflecting the circumstances they experience. Some
regions will benefit from this, but those with the most need are hindered. Our customers live in one of the hottest places in
the world - living conditions most Californians do not understand. People, animals, plants - even those that are drought
tolerant - simply need more water in our region.
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