STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD
WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 97-10-DWQ

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR DISCHARGES TO LAND BY '
SMALL DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

Findings:

1. Section 13260(a) of the California Water Code (CWC) requires that any
person discharging waste or proposing to discharge waste within any
region, other than to a community sewer system, that could affect the
quality of the waters of the State, file a report of waste discharge (ROWD).

2, Discharges to land from small domestic wastewater treatment and
disposal systems have certain common characteristics, such as similar
constituents, concentrations of constituents, disposal techniques, flow
ranges and they require the same or similar treatment standards. These
types of discharges are more appropriately regulated under general
Wasté Discharge Requirements (general WDRs).

3. Only domestic wastewater freatment and disposal systems with a
maximum average daily flow of 20,000 gallons or less that discharge to
land (small domestic systems) are eligible for coverage under these
general WDRs. Small domestic systemis are typically located at

. campgreunds, mobile home parks, roadside rest stops, .
.condominiums/subdivisions using community waste treatment systems,
restaurants, schools, resort hotels and lodges, small correctional facilities, . -
and Recreation Vehicles (RV) dump locations, Including RV parks. Single
family residences with small domestic systems, for purposes of these
general WDRs, are specifically excluded:-. S o

4. . AllWDRs must implement the applicable water quality control plan (Basin
" Plan) for the Region affected by the discharge. Therefore, these general
- WDRs require dischargers to comply with all applicable-Basin Plan
provisions, Including any prohibitions and water quality objectives,
.goveming the discharge. :
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This Order establishes minimum standards only for small domestic
systems. The discharger must comply with any more stringent standards
in the applicabie Basin Plan. In the event of a conflict between the
prows:[ons of this Order and the Basin Plan, the more stringent provnslon
prevails

The beneficial uses for the ground waters of the State are: municipal
supply (MUN), industrial service supply (IND), industrial process suppiy
(PROC), fresh water replenishment (FRESH), aquaculture (AQUA),
wildlife habitat (WILD), and agricultural supply (AGR). The following list
shows the beneficial uses that apply to each region. Some beneficial
uses only apply ta certain geographical areas.

B . l.! !E ﬁil!! )

MUN, AGR, IND, PROC
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC, FRESH
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC, AQUA
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC
'MUN, AGR, IND, FRESH, WILD
- MUN, AGR, IND
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC
MUN, AGR, IND, PROC, FRESH

. "-:'-
OONDO A N

554
Y

To the extent that the applicable Basin Plan désignates additional or
different beneﬁcial uses, the Basin Plan shall control.

Dischargers seekmg coverage under these general WDRs shall file: (1) a - . -

standard application for WDRs (Report of Waste Discharge), a Form 200,
or an equivalent document; and (2) a first annual fee of $400which . - . .
comesponds to a Threat to Water Quality and Complexity of 3b b in the fee
schedule listed in Section 2200 of Title 23, California Code of Regulations
(CCR). Upon review by Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)

- staff, a determination will be made as to whether or not coverage. under -
these general WDRs is appropriate. The discharger shall be notified by a
letter from the RWQCB's Executive Oﬁioer when coverage under these
general WDRs has begun. ' ) _

~ Each RWQCB has its own waiver policies and conditions. Any discharger
.currently under. a waiver from the RWQCB does not need to apply for .
coverage under these general WDRs. .

A!though a dlscharge may be efigible for ocwerage under this general
: -'WDR, the appropriate RWQCB may detetm!ne that the discharge weuld
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be better regulated under an individual WDR, under another general
WDR, or under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) pemnit for discharges to surface waters. [f a discharge is
regulated under an individual or general WDR, or a waiver, or under an
NPDES permit issued by an RWQCB, the applicability of this general
WODR to the discharge is immediately terminated on the effective date of
the RWQCB's WDR or NPDES permit.

~ This Order does not preempt or supersede the authority of mnnicipalities,

flood control agencies,.or other local agencies to prohibit, restrict, or
control discharges of waste subject to their jurisdiction.

These WDRs are exempt from Chapter 15 requirements pursuant to' CCR,
Title 23, Chapter 15, Section 2511(a):

This general WDR is intended to cover both new and existing small -
domestic systems. The adoption of WDRs for existing small domestic

. systems is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

under CCR, Title 14, Sectlon 1 5261 or Section 156301 as ongoing or
existing projects.

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has adopted a
Mitigated Negative Declaration in compliance with CEQA for new small
domestic systems. The potential significant environmental impacts from
discharges from new small domestic systems can be mitigated to a level
of insignificance by compliance with this Order.

Pursuant to Section 13263 of the CWC, the SWRCB, in establishing the
requirements contained herein, consndered factors mcludlng but.not.., .

: l‘mtted to the followmg

- 16,

a. Past present and probable future benef' C|al uses of water '

b. Environmental characteristics of the hydrographic unit under

consideration, including the quality of water available thereto.
c. Water quality conditions that could reasonably be achieved through
the coord:nated control of all factors whwh affect water quallty in

the area.

“d. Economic cons:deratlons

e.  The need for developing housmg within the Reglon(s)
f The need to-develop and use recycled water. '

The SWRCB has notlf ed potenual dlschargers and all other known
interested parties of the intent to prescnbe WDRs as descn'bed in this

" Order. | _ .
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The SWRCB, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments
pertaining to the proposed discharge.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the discharger, in order to meet the provisions
contained in Division 7 of the CWC and regulations adopted thereunder, shall comply
with the following:

A. Prphibitions:

1.

The direct or indirect ciischarge of any wastewater to surface waters or
surface water drainage courses is prohibited.

The freatment and disposal of wastes at the facility shall not cause

2.
pollution, contamination, or nuisance as defined in CWC Section 13050.

3. The d:scharge of wastewater, other than domestic wastewater, into a
small domestic system is prohlblted

4, Bypass.or overﬂow of treated or untreated waste is prohibited.

5. The discharge of waste to land not owned or controlled by the discharger
is prohlb(ted

6. The discharge of wastes from small domestic systems which is not
authorized by this general WDR or other Order or walver by the RWQCB
is prohibited.

7. = Discharge of waste classified as "hazardous”, or “desngnated“ as.defi ned
in CCR, Title 23, Chapteér 15; Section 2521(&) and CWC-Section 13173,
 respectively, to any part of the wastewater disposal system'is prohlb:ted

B.  Requirements:
1. . For All Small Domestic Systems:

a. Odors of sewage origin shall not be’ percewable beyond the llmits '
.of the discharger’s property boundaries.

b.  The siting, design, construction, operation, maintenance, and
monttoring of all small domestic systems must comply with alf of the
applicable provisions of the RWQCB's Basln Plan. ..
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c. The discharger shall not discharge waste in excess of the
maximum design and disposal capacity of the small domestic
system.

d.  The discharge of waste from small domestic systems shalil comply

with all applicable provisions of the RWQCB's Basin Plan, including
but not limited to any prohibitions and water quality objectives.

For Septic Systems, the Following Additional requiremeﬁts Apply:

a. Septic tank cleanings shall be performed only by a duly authorized
service.

b.  The discharger shall maintain a log of all septic cleanings. Ata
minimum the log shall include the date of the cleaning, and the
name, address, phone number, and license number (if applicable)

of the cleaner. : :

c.  Dischargers who accept wastes from RVs or other mobile waste
systems must ensure that such wastes (with constituents including
formaldehyde, zinc, and phenol) do not deleteriously affect the

.. septic system or impact the ground water.
T
For Activated Sludge Systems, the Following Additional
Requirements Apply: '

if collected screenings, sludgés. and other solids removed from liquid

wastes are disposed of at a landfill, such disposal shall comply with CCR,
Title 23, Section 2510, et seq. (Chapter 18). o

b. . {fsewage sludge is land applied, disposed of at-a monofill, of
incinerated, this activity shall comply with existing Federal, State, -
and local laws and regulations, including requirements of 40 CFR
503, the RWQCB, and the county ordinances, and shall be -

“approved by the approptiate- RWQCB's Executive Officer.

c.  Thé discharger shall submit 2 sludgé disposal plan and obtain the
appropriate RWQCB Executive Officer’s written permission prior to
any disposal of sludge. The Executive Officer shall be informed of
any changes in this plan at least 60 days in advance of the .

.change. . "1 L . T o

For Aerated Poﬁd'Systems, the Féllowing Additional Recjuirefuents
Apply:- . e . - : .

e e a dae s ww. o
Y
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If collected screeningé. sludges, and other solids removed from liquid
wastes are disposed of at a landfill, such disposal shall comply with CCR,
Title 23, Section 2510, et seq. (Chapter 15).

For Subsurface Disposal Systems, the Following Additional
Requirements Apply:

a. The subsurface wastewater disposal system(s) shall be maintained
so that at no time will sewage surface at any location.

b. No part of the d'i'sposal system(s) shall extend to a depth where
waste may pollute ground water. _

For Surface Disposal Systems, the Following Additional
Requirements Apply:

a. A minimum freeboard of two (2) feet shall be maintained at all times
in the basins or ponds. '

b. Public contact with wastewater shall be precluded through such
means as fences, signs, and other acceptable alternatives.

c. Basins or ponds shall have sufficient capacity to accommodate
allowable wastewater flow and design seasonal precipitation and
ancillary inflow and infiltration during the winter season. Deslign
seasonal precipitation shall be based on criteria, if any, set in the
appropriate RWQCB's Basin Plan. If no criteria is set in the
appropriate RWQCB's Basin Plan, then seasonal precipitation shall
¢ based on historical 24 hour rain fall, using a 10 yearretum .. .

frequency.

'd.  Disposalin ponds shall be conducted in a manner such that there

shall be no stranded or exposed sewage solids.

C. Ground Water and Surface Water Limitations:

1.

‘The discharge shall not:

a. . Pollute g.round or surface waters.

b.  Adversely affect beneficlal uses or cause.an exceedance of any
applicable Basin Plan water-quality objectives forground or sutface

waters. -

-

-
.
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2. Where treated wastewater is applied to land by sprinkler or spray -
methods, the discharger shall manage wastewater application to prevent it
from commingling with storm water runoff, or such runoff shall be fully
retained.

D. Provisions:

1.

For All Small Domestic Systems:

a. Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that flood or surface
drainage waters do not erode or otherwise damage the discharge
facilities.

b. The discharger shall ensure thét all site operating personnel are

familiar with the contents of this general WDR and shall maintain a
copy of this general WDR at the site.

C. Prior to any modifications in the discharger's facility which would
resuit in-a material ctiange in the quality or quantity of wastewater
treated or discharged, or any material change in the location of
discharge, the discharger shall report ail pertinent information in
.writing to the appropriate RWQCB and obtain confirmation from the
“appropriate RWQCB that such modifications do not disqualify the
discharger from coverage under these general WDRs. Either
confimation or new WDRs must be obtained before any
modifications are implemented.

-5

d.  The discharger shall comply with "General Monitoring and

Reporting Program No.-97-10-DWQ (Attachment A),-and-any future
- revisions, as specified by the appropriate RWQCB's Executive -
- .Officer, . .- o . N i

e The appropriate RWQCB's Executive Officer and the Director of the .

County Environmental Health Department or equivalent agency
shall be notified immediately of any failure of the wastewater
containment facliities. - Such failure shall be promptly corrected in -
accordance with the requirements of this Order.’

'f ° The discharger at all times shall properly operate and maintain all

facilities and systems of treatment and control (and.related, _
. appurtenances) which are installed or used by the discharger to
achieve compliance with conditions of this Order. The discharger
shall keep In & stdte of readiness all systems necessary to achieve
" compliance with the conditions of this Order. All systems, both -
those In service and ieserve, shall be Inspected and malntaimed o - .
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a regular basis. Records shall be kept of the tests and made
availabie to the RWQCB.

This Order does not convey any property rights or exclusive
privileges. The requirements prescribed herein do not authorize
the commission of any act causing injury to persons or property, do
not protect the discharger from liability under Federal, State, or
local laws, and do not create a vested right to continue to discharge

wastewater

This Order does not relieve the discharger from responsibility to
‘obtain other necessary local, State, and Federal! permits to
construct facilities necessary for compliance with this Order, nor
does this Order prevent imposition of additional standards,
requirements, or conditions by any other regulatory agency. -

The discharger shall allow the RWQCB or an authorized
representative, upon presentation of credentials and other
documents as may be requzred by law, to:

(1) Enterupon the premises where a regulated facllity or activity
o is located or conducted or where records must be kept
) under the conditions of this Order;
(2)  Have access to and copy at reasonable times any records
that shall be kept under the conditions of this Order;
(3)  Inspect, at reasonable times, any facilities, equipment, -
practices, or operations regulated or required under this
_ Order; and |
(4)- - Sample, photograph, video-record; and/or monitor at
' reasonable times, for the purposes of assuring compliance
_with this Order or as otherwise authorized by the CWC,’ any
substances or parameters at this focation.

All regulated disposal systems shall be readﬂy accessmie for
sampling-and inspection. =~

" The SWRCB will review this Order periodically and will revise
~ requirements when necessary.

- Paragraphs of this Order are severable If any paragraph is found

invalid, the remaining paragraphs shall not be affected.

After notice and opportunily fora heanng. ooverage of an indrvi_dual
discharge under this Order mdy be terminated or modtﬂed for o
.oause. induding but not'ﬁmlted to the fo[lowlng o :




(1)  Violation of any term or condition co!'ntained in this Order:;

(2)  Obtaining this Order by misrepresentation or failure to
disclose all relevant facts;

(3)  Achange in any condition that requires either a temporary or
permanent reduction or elimination of the authorized
discharge.

The filing of a request by the discharger for an Order modification,
revocation and reissuance, or termination, or a notification of
planned changes or anticipated noncompliance does not stay any
. condition of this Order. :'
The discharger shall furnish, within a reasdnable time, any
information the RWQCB or the SWRCB may request to determine
whether cause exists for modifying, revoking and reissuing, or
terminating the discharger's coverage under this Order. The |
Discharger shall also furnish to the RWQCB or the SWRCB, upon
request, copies of records required to be kept by this Order.

Unless otherwise approved by the appropriate RWQCB's Executive
Officer, all analyses shall be conducted at a laboratory certified for
such analyses by the State Department of.Health Services. All
analyses shall be condugted in accordance with the latest edition of
“Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures tor Analysis of
Pollutants”, promulgated by the U. S. Envitbnmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA). : )

The discharger shall retain records of all monitoring information
Including &ll callbration and maintenance records, coples of all’

- feports required by this Order, and records of all data used to
complete the application for this Order. Records shall be
maintained for a minlmum of three years from the date of the
sample, measurement, or report. This period may be extended
during the course of any unresolved litigation regarding this
discharge orwhen requested by the appropriate RWQCH's
Executive Officer. B B

- The discharger shall immediately remove ei:hy wastes which are
discharged at the site regulated by-this Order In violation of these

requirements,

* All performed maintenance and noncompliance issues shall be
reported with the monitoring reports ds required. . ’

l. .
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Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that unauthorized
persons are effectively excluded from contact with the wastewater

disposal facility(s).

The discharger shall comply with all of the conditions of this Order.
Any noncompliance with this Order constitutes a violation of the
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and/or appropriate Basin
Plan and is grounds for an enforcement action. ‘

Waste treatment facilities subject to this Order shall be supervised
and operated by persons possessing certificates of appropriate
grade pursuant to Division 4, Chapter 14, Titie 23 CCR.

The discharger shall comply with all of the conditions co:itained in
the Standard Provisions included with this Order as Attachment B.

For Septic Systems, the Following Additional Provisions Apply:

a.

. a.

All employees of the regulated facility shall receive traln:ng on how
to minimize pollutant discharges to the septic system. This
instruction should include the following topics:

'L(1) Proper dlsposal of materials handled at the regulated facility.

(2)  Methods to wash tools and other objects so that no

contaminants are introduced into the septic system.
(3)  Methods to wash hands so that no contaminants are
: introduced into the septic system.

purposes of these requirements, a legaldisposal site is onefor -

* which requirements have been established by the appropriate

RWQCBE and which is in full compliance therewith. . Any septage
handling shall be in such-a manner as to prevent its reaching

surface waters or wateroourses

" For Actwated Sludge and Aerated Pond Systems, the Follomng
'Addmonal Provisions Apply: .

The Dlscharger shall obtain prior written approval from the -

. appropiiate RWQCB's Executive Officer specifying location and.

method of disposal before disposing of treated or unfreated sludge
or similar solid waste materials. Such written.approval is valid until
a change.in the manner or location of disposal occurs, or until the -

.. discharger is otherwise-notified by the appropriate RWQCB's -

.. Any off-site disposal of septage shall be only to a legal pointof. - ...
disposal, with the approval of the legal disposal site oper_atqr. For
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Executive Officer. In addition, the discharger shall provide the
results of any sludge analyses as specified by the RWQCB's

Executive Officer.

b. The discharger shall provide safeguards to electric power failure as
- follows: . :

(1

~
3
¥y

@ -

@)

The discharger, within ninety (90) days of the effective date
of this Order, shall submit to the appropriate RWQCB for
approval.a description of the existing safeguards provided to
assure that, should there be reduction, loss, or failure of
electric power, the discharger shall comply with the terms
and conditions of its Order. Such safeguards may include
alternate power sources, standby generators, retention
capacity, operating procedures, or other means. A
description of the safeguards provided shalt include an
analysis of the frequency, duration, and impact of power
failures experienced over the past five years or from time of
start-up, whichever is shorter, on effluent quality and on the
capability of the discharger to comply with the terms and
conditions of the Order. The appropriate RWQCB shall
determine whether the safeguards are adequate.

Should the RWQCB not approve the existing safeguards,
the discharger, within ninety (90) days of having been
advised by the appropriate RWQCB that the existing _
safequards are inadequate, shall provide to the RWQCBa -
schedule of compliance for providing safeguards such that in
the eveut of reduction, loss, or fallure of electric power, the

‘permittee will comply. with the terms and conditions of this
 Order. The schedule of compliance, -upon-approval of the

appropriate RWQCB's Executive Officer, shall become a

- condition of this Order as it applies to the specific

discharger.

If the discharger already has an approved plan(s),ﬂ‘ne plan

_shall be revised and updated as specified in the plan or

whenever there has been a material-change in design.or-
aperation. A revised plan shall be submitted to the
appropriate RWQCB within ninety (90) days of the material
change. . . - - S . .

For Subsurface Disposal Systems, the Following Additional

Provislons Apply:
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New small domestic systems shall reserve sufficient land area for possible .
future 100 percent replacement of the subsurface disposal area until such
time as the discharger’s facility is connected to a municipal sewerage

system.

Certification

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the SWRCB, does hereby cettify that the
foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a
meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on November 18, 1997.

AYE: John Caffrey
James M. Stubchaer
Marc Del Piero
Mary Jane Forster
John W. Brown

NO: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: Non

Mauregn Marché )
Administrative Assistant to the Board




ATTACHMENT A

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD
MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM NO. 97-10-DWQ
FOR
GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDRs)
FOR SMALL DOMESTIC WASTE SYSTEMS

Septic Tank Monitoring
ffluent Monitorin

Monitoring of septic tank effluent sha" include the following:

: Type of
Parameter Units Sample Sampling Frequency
Flow Gals/day ~ Estimate Monthly

Flow estimates may be obtained from water meter readfngs.

R Maintenance and Inspection

Septic tanks shall be inspected and pumped as described below. An mspechon is not
required during the year a sepfic tank is pumped .

| Type of © Minimum .

Parameter . . Units M_e_asume_t l.l:l_p_QQilg_D_ELe_QLLQBSZ\C

- Sludge'depth and scum - . Feef Staff Gauge Annua!ly (by Aprit of each
thickness in each compartment : : 0 yearn)® -

of each septic tank :
Dlstanoe between bottom ofA inches Staff Gauge Annually (by. Apnl of each
. scum layer and bottom of year) ' '
outletdevice .~ L ' S
Distance between top of Inches =~  Staff Gauge Annually (by Apnl of each
sludge layer and bottom of year)
. outlet device . .

- Sept(c tenks shali be pumped when any one of the fol!owmg eondmons exist or may
_ ogcur before the next Inspection: . ) :
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a. The combined thickness of sludge and scum exceeds one-third of the tank depth -
of the first compartment; or,

b. The scum layer is within three inches of the outlet device: or,

c. The sludge layer is within eight inches of the outlet device.

[n lieu of septic tank measuring, the septic tank may be pumped annually.

Activated Sludge Systems Monitoring

Influent Monitoring

Monitoring of Activated Sludge System influent shall consist of the following:

: : Type of
Parameter Units Sample ﬁamalmg_Er_egy_ngu
" Daily Flow | Gals/day - Daily
20°C BODS mg/l 24-hr composite Monthly
Total Suspended Solids mgfl - - 24-hr composite Monthly
Effiluent Monitoring

-
3

Monitoring of Activated Sludge systems' effiuent shail consist of the following:

Type of -
Parameter Units s_a_mpJ_ S_DJQILDQ_ELGQ_QM
20°C BODS : mghl 24-hr composite Weekly'
“*Totdl Suspended Solids mgfl - . 24-hr composnte Weekly‘
Nitrate as NO,;-N . mgh Grab >~ . ... Weekly SRR
Total Nitrogen .+ mgh-  Grab . W‘ekly L

Total Coliform MPN/ Grab Weekly
: 100 mi o C .
Effluent sampling shall be coriducted concurrently with influent monitoring. The fotal . '
average daily flow shall be calculated on a monthly basis. Time.of collecztson of grab
samples shall be recorded

If the dlscharge is intenmttent rather than continuous, then on the ﬁrst day of each such
intermittent discharge, the discharger shall manitor and record data for all of the :
parameters listed above, after which the frequencies of analysls given in the schedules -

- shall apply for the duratnon of each such intermittent discharge. In no event shall thé
dtscharger be required fo moaitor and record data more often than twice the ]
frequenoles listed ln the sohedutes. ] : : \ _ ..o
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Aerated Pond Systems Monitoring
Influent Monitoring

Monitoring of Aerated Pond Systems' influent shall consist of the following:

Type of
Parameter Units Sample ﬁamg_ ling_Frequency
Daily Fiow ' Gals/day - Daily
20°C BODS ' mg/l Grab Monthly
Total Suspended Solids  mgfl Grab Monthly
Effluent Monitoring
Monitoring of Aerated Pond System effluent shall consist of the following:
Typé of
Parameter Units ‘Sample .  Sampling Frequency
20°C BOD5 mg/l Grab ~ Weekly'
Total Suspended Solids  mg/l Grab Weekly:
Nifrate as NO;-N mg/l Grab We'-:ekly1 :
Total Nitrogen mgft Grab _ Weekly1
Total Coliform MPN/100ml Grab Weekly

Effluent sampling shall be-conducted concurrently with influent monitoring. The total
average daily flow shall be calculated on a monthly basis. Time of collection of grab
samples shall be recorded. S T '

if the discharge is intermittent rather than continuous; then on the first day of each such -
intermittent discharge, the discharger shall monitor and record data for all of the
parameters listed above, after which the frequencies of analysis given in the schedules
shall apply for the duration of each such intermittent discharge. In no event shall the
discharger be required to monitor and record data more often than twice the
frequencies listed in the schedules. R S

1 For the purpose of this Ordef, a Weekly monitaring frequency will mean thata sample
shall be taken once every eightdays. For example, your first sample is taken on Monday,
the next sample shall be taken on the following Tuesday (elght days fater). Alternate
schedules may be discussed with the appropriate RWQO.B.‘ . _ o



Disposal Moniforing
' Pond/Basin Monitoring

Samples should be representative of the volume and nature of the discharge. Time of
collection of grab samples shall be recorded. Samples shall be collected at a depth of
one foot from each pond/basin opposite the inlet. Samples shall be collected between
0800 and 0900 hours. The following shall constitute UNLINED pond/basin monitoring:

Type of
- Parameter B Units Sample Sampling Frequency
pH : pH Units Grab Monthly
Dissolved Oxygen mg/l Grab Monthly
Nitrate as NO;-N © mgfl Grab Monthly .
Total Nitrogen . mgl - = Grab Monthly
Pond Freeboard feet Measurement Monthly

pH monitoring shall be conducted using field measurement devices, or by grab sample
dellvered to an analytical laboratory. :

The following shall constitute LINED pond/basin monitoring:

ey Type of
Parameter Units Sample Sampling Frequency.
Dissolved Oxygen -mgfl Grab Monthly

Pond Freeboard feet Measurement Monthly
Recreation Vehicle (RV) Waste Monitoring

A'faéiliﬂr»thét accepts waste from R'V; or _othér mobile'waste'systems-éha'll inonit_or thelr
small domestic system effluent for the following. addition'al constituents: :

_ ‘ _ “Type of
Parameter Units S_a_ruglg S.amplmg_ELe.qus.nQ!
Formaldehyde _mght . Gab - e Quarterly .
Zine .+ ‘mgn ‘Grab - Quartetly
Phenol ' mgiti . . . Grab. Quarterly
N as Ammonium’ mg/l Grab Quarterly

- Samples shall be collected from locations within the waste stream where the efﬂuent is
representative of the treatment process. For septlc tanks, this monltoring Is not
. required, uniess a convenlent sampling location, as determined by RWQCB staff, Is
avallable. For'activated sludge systems, this will be-at the efliuent outiet. For
. ponds/basins, this will be at the opposite end of the pondlbasin from the Inlet at aﬂepth
ofonefootﬁomﬂ]esutfaoebfmepond!bas!n. - i
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With the exception of non-RV waste septic tank monitoring (pg. 1), monitoring reports
shall be submitted to the appropriate Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
by the 15th day of the following month. Quarterly reports shall be submitted by
January 15, April 15, July 15, and October 15 of each year. Annual reports shall be
submitted by January 15 of the following year. For non-RV waste septic tank systems
only an Annual report is due by January 15 of the foilowing year.

In reporting the monitoring data, the discharger shall arrange the data in tabular form so
that the date, the constituents, and the concentrations are readily discernible. The data
shall be summarized in such a manner to illustrate clearly whether the discharge
complies with WDRs. ' The highest daily maximum for.the month, monthly and weekly
averages, and removal efficiencies (%) for Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and
Total Suspended Solids should be determined and recorded. For non-RV septic
systems, an average daily flow shall be calculated using the arithmetic mean of the
monthly values obtained throughout the reporting period.

Records of monrtonng information shall include:
a. The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurement(s);
b. The individual(s) who performed the sampling or measuremeni(s);
c. The date(s) analysis were performed,;
d. The mdtv:dual(s) who performed the analysis;
e. The analytical techniques or method used; and
f. The results of such analysis.

If the discharger monitors any pollutant at the locations designated herein more
frequently than is required by this Order, the results of such monitoring shall be
..ve = dncluded in the calculation andreporting of the values requited In the.discharge - . .. & =..n

monitoring report form. Such increased frequency shall be: lndmted onthe dlscharge
momtorrng report form. : .

The discharger shall submit an annual report to the appropriate RWQCB by January 15
of each year. The report shall contain both tabular and graphical summaries of the
- monitoring data obtained during the previous year. In addition, the Discharger shall
. discuss the compliance record and the comective actions taken or planned which may
be needed to bnng the: dlscharge into full compllance with the general WDRs. -

- Some RWQCBs are |mplement|ng e[ectronlc submlttal of monltonng reports if this is of .
interest to you, please contact the appropriate RWQCB for more information. -

: Al reports submitted [} response to these general WORs sha!l comply with the
lgnatory requirements of Standard Provision B.2. -

“The discharger shall Implement the above monitorlng program on the ﬁrst day of the
month foﬁowlng the eftective date ofcoverage under these general WDRs R




ATTACHMENT B

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD (SWRCB)

STANDARD PROVISIONS AND REPORTING FOR
WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS

A. General Provisions

1.

Duty to Mitigate

The discharger shall take all. reasonable steps to minimize or prevent any
discharge in violation of this Qrder which has a reasonable likelihood of
adversely affecting human heaith or the environment, including such
accelerated or additional monitoring as requested by the appropriate
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) or Executwe Officer to
determine the nature and impact of the violation.

Duty to Comply

The discharger must comply with all conditions of these waste discharge
requirements. Violations may result in enforcement actions, including
Regional Board orders or court orders requiring corrective action or imposing
civil monetary. liability, or in modification or revocation of these waste -
discharge requirements by the Regional Board. [California Water Code
(CWC) Sections 13261, 13263 13265, 13268, 13300, 13301, 13304, and
13350] : .

"\l " .O Qw l-.

The dlscharger must notlfy the Executive Officer, in wntmg at Ieast 30 days
in advance of any proposed transfer of this Order’s responsibility and )
coverage to a new discharger. The notice must include a written agreement
between the existing and new discharger containing a specn" ¢ date for the

-transfer of this Order’s responsibility and coverage between the current

dischargerand the new discharger. This agreement shall include an
acknowledgment that the existing dischargér is liable for violations up to the -
transfer date and that the new discharger is liable from the fransfer date on.

[CWC 13267 and 13263]



Where the discharger becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant
facts in a Report of Waste Discharge or submitted incorrect information in a
Report of Waste Discharge or in any report submitted the Regional Board, it
shall promptly submit such facts or information. [CWC 13260 and 13267]

azardous Releases

Except for a discharge which is in compliance with these waste digcharge
requirements, any person who, without regard to intent or negligence,
causes or permits any hazardous substance or sewage to be discharged in
or on any waters of the State, or discharged or deposited where it is, or
probably will be, discharged in or on any waters of the State, shall, as soon
as (a) that person has knowledge of the discharge, (b) notification is
possible, and (c) notification can be provided without substantially impeding
cleanup or other emergency measures, inmediately nofify the Office of
Emergency Services of the discharge in accordance with the spill reporting
provision of the State toxic disaster contingency plan adopted pursuant to.”
Atrticle 3.7 (commencing with Section 8574.7) of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of
Title 2 of the Government Code, and immediately notify the State Board or
the appropriate Regional Board of the discharge. This provision does not
require reporting of any discharge of less than a reportable quantity as
provided for under subdivisions (f) and (g) of Section 13271 of the Water
Code unless the discharger is in violation of a prohibition in the applicable
Water Quality Control Plan {Basin Plan), {CWC 13271(a)}.-. -
In an enforcement action, it shall not be a defense for the discharger that it
would have been necessary to halt or to reduce the permitted activity in
order to maintain compliance with this Order. Upon reduction, loss, or failure
of the treatment facility, the discharger shall, to the extent necessary to
-maintain compliance with this Order, controt production or all dischiarges, or
both, until the facility is restored or an alternative method of treatment is

provided. This provision applies, for example, when the primary source of
power of the treatment facility fails, is reduced, or is lost. [CWC 13263 (f)]




3.

of Heal vironmen

The discharger shall report any noncompiiance that may endanger health or
the environment. Any information shall be provided orally within 24 hours
from the time the discharger becomes aware of the circumstances. A written
submission shall also be provided within five days of the time the discharger
becomes aware of the circumstances. The written submission shall contain
(1) a description of the nonccmphance and its cause, (2) the period of
noncompliance, including exact dates and times; (3) if the noncompliance
has not been corrected, the anticipated time it is expected to continue; and
(4) the steps taken or planned to reduce, eliminate, and prevent
recccurrence of the noncompliance. The appropriate RWQCB Executive
Officer or an authorized representative may waive the written report on a
case-by-case basis if the oral report has been received within 24 hours. The
following shall be included as information that must be reported within 24

hours:

(1)  Any bypass from any portion of the treatment facility.

?2')_ Any discharge of treated or untreated wastewater resulting
from sewer line breaks, obstruction, surcharge or any other

circumstances.

'(3) Any treatment plant upset which causes the effiuent Ilmlta’aon
of this Order to be exceeded.

- [GWC 13263 and 13267]

Supervisors and operators of municipal wastewater treatment plants and
privately owned facilities regutated by the PUC, used in the treatment or

_reclamation of sewage and Industrial waste shall possess a cerfificate of - ‘

. appropriate grade in accordance with Title 23, California Code of
Regulations Sectlon 3680. State Boards may accept experience in lieu of
qualification fraining. ‘In lieu of a properly certified wastewater treatment

‘plant operator, the State Board may approve use of a waste treatment plant
operator of appropriate grade certified by the State Department of Health
Services where reclamation Is involved _




1.

2.

4-

Each plant shall be operated and maintained in accordance with the
operation and maintenance manual prepared by the municipality through the
Clean Water Grant Program. [CWC Title 23, Section 2233(d)]

B. Monitoring and Reporting Requirements
Monitoring and Records (Title 23, (California Code of Regulations (CCR),

Div. 3, Chapter 14.]

a.

Samples and measurements taken for the purpose of monrtonng
shall be representative of the monitored actwrty

Records of monitoring information shall include:

(1)
)

&)

Q)
(®)
©)

The date, exact place, and time of sampling or measurements;

The individual(s) who performed the sampling or
measurements;

The date(s) analyses were performed;
The individuai(s) who performed the analysis;
The analytical techniques or methods used; and

The results of such analyses.

Monitoring results must be conducted according to test procedures

under 40 CFR Part 136.0r, in the case of sludge use or disposal, .

approved under 40 CFR Part 136 unless otherwise specified in-
40 CFR Part 503 or unless other test procedures have been

_specified in this permit.

&gﬂ_ﬁ_tgmﬂe_qu_e_m_enl& [40 CFR 122.41(K)][40 CFR 122. 22]

All applrcatron reports or mformatron to be submitted to the RWQCB
Executlve Officer shall be signed and certified as follows: - o

a.

. 0

@

Fora corporatron by a pnncrpal executive officer or at least
the level of vice president; :

For a partnership or sole proprietorship: by a general partner
or the proprietor respecﬂvely' or _ .
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(3)  For a municipality, State, Federal, or other public agency: by
either a principal executive officer or ranking elected official,
For purposes of this provision, a principal executive officer of a
Federal agency includes: the chief executive officer having
responsibility for the overall operations of a principal
geographic unit of the agency (e.g., Regional Administrators of

- USEPA).,

All reports required by this Order and other information requested by
the RWQCB, or SWRCB shall be signed by a-person described in
paragraph (a) of this provision or by a duly.authorized representative
of that person. A personis a duly authorized representative only if:

(1) The authorization is made in writing by a person described in
paragraph (a) of this provision; .

(2)  The authorization specified either an individual or a position
having responsibiiity for the overall operation of the regulated
facility or activity, such as the position of plant manager,
operator of a well or a well field, superintendent, position of
equivalent responsibility, or an individual or position having

- overall responsibility for environmental matters for the
company (a duly authorized representative may thus be either
a named individual or any individual occupying a named
position) and, : ' )

(8) The written authorization is submitted to the RWQCB e
Executive Officer. .. = : :

If an authorization under paragraph (b) of this provision is no longer

accurate. because a different individual or position has responsibility

. for the overall operation of the facility, a new authorization satisfying.
the requirements of paragraph (b) of this provision must be submitted

to the RWQCB Executive Officer prior to-or together with any reports,

information, or applications, to be signed by an authorized

representative. . . '
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d. Any person signing a document under paragraph (a) or (b} of this
provision shall make the following certification: '

“| certify under penalty of law that this document and all
attachments were prepared under my direction or
supervision in accordance with a system designed to
_assure that qualified personnel properly gather and
evaluate thé information submitted. Based on my inquiry
of the person or persons who manage the system or
those persons directly responsible for gathering the
information, the information submitted is, to the besf of
my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. |
am aware that there are significant penalties for
submitting false information, including the possibility of
fine and imprisonment for knowing violations."

[CWC 13263, 13267, and 13268]

onitor epotts
'T,'g-‘n
a. Monitoring results shall be reported at the intervals specified in the
permit. ‘
b. Monitoring results must be i'epoded on a Discharge Monitoring

Report (DMR) form or forms approved by the RWQCE or SWRCB for
reporting results of monitoring of pollutants and sludge use or
disposal practices. ‘ :

c. Calcuiations for all limitations which: require:averaging of
measurements shall utilize an arithmetic mean unless otherwise
specified in this permit. ' '

The discharger shall file with the apprbpriate RWQCEB a repért of waste -

o discharge at least 120 days before making any material change or proposed

change in the character, location or volume of the discharge.




Compliance Schedules

Reports of compliance or noncompliance with interim and final requirements
contained in any compliance schedule of this permit shall be submitted no
tater than 14 days following each schedule date. If reporting noncompliance,
the report shall include a description of the reason for failure to comply, a
description and schedule of tasks necessary to achieve compliance and an
estimated date for ach|ev1ng full compliance. A final report shall be
submitted within ten working days of achlevmg full compllance documentlng

full compliance.
e li

The discharger shall report all instances of noncompliance not reported
under Provisions (B.3), (B.4), and (B.5) at the time monitoring reports are
submitted. The reports shall contain the information fisted in Provision (B.5).

er ion

When the discharger becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant
facts in a'permit application or submitted incorrect information in a permit
application, or in any report to the RWQCB, the discharger shalf promptly

submit such facts or information.

Any person who knowingly makes any false statement, representation, or-

. certification in any record or other document submitted or required to be
.maintained under this Order, including monitoring reports.orreports of -

“compliance or noncompliance shall be subject toenforcement procedures as.
identified in the Order and/or in these Standard Provisions.

The discharger shat( give advance notice to the RWQCB of any planned

changes in the permitted facility or activity which may result in
noncompliance with pem'ut requirements.




orceme ovisions

The provisions in this enforcement section shall not act as a limitation on the
. statutory or regulatory authority of the appropriate RWQCB or SWRCB.

Any violation of this Order constitutes violation of the California Water Code
and regulations adopted thereunder and is basis for enforcement action,
permit termination, permit revocation and reissuance, denial of an
application for permit reissuance or a combination thereof.

The appropriate RWQCB may impose administrative civil liability, may refer
a discharger to the State Attorney General to seek civil monetary penalties,

may seek injunctive relief, or take other appropriate enforcement action as
provided in the California Water Code or federal law for violation of SWRCB

or RWQCB orders.

It shali not be a defense for a discharger in an enforcement action that ft
would have been necessary to halt or reduce the permitted activity in order

to maintain compliance with the conditions of this Order.
!




STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD
RESOLUTION NO. 97-112

APPROVING A PROGRAMMATIC MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
FOR STATEWIDE GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
FOR DISCHARGES TO LAND BY
SMALL DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

WHEREAS:

L. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) served as lead agency for
preparation of an initial study and preparation of a programmatic mitigated negative
declaration for statewide general waste discharge requirements (WDRs) for discharges to
land by small domestic wastewater treatment systems.

2. The initial study and programmatic mitigated negative declaration were circulated for
public review.- '

3. No comments on the initial study or the programmatic mitigated negative declaration
were received during the public review period. : '

4. 'Th_é SWRCB has considered the initial study and the programmatic mitigated negative
declaration. ' ' , .

Hay . ‘
5. The SWRCB concludes that, if the WDRs are complied with, there is no substantial
evidence that discharges to land from small doméstic systems will have a si gnificant

effect on the environmeant.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB approves 'the programmatic mitigated ncgétive declaration for the project which
will be authorized by adoption of the statewide general WDRs for discharges to land by small
domestic systems. : - .

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is

a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State
. Water Resources Control Board held on November 18, 1997. : S :




ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

1. BACKGROUND
A. Name of Proponent: State Water Resources Control Board, _Bill Hereth
B. Address and Phone Number of Proponent:  Division of Water Ouality, 901 P Street, 2nd Floor

‘Sacramento, CA 94244-212¢ (916) 657-0570

C. Date Checklist Submited:

D. Agency Requiring Checklist:

E.  Name of Proposal, if Ai)plicabie: Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements for discharges
to land from small domestic waste disposal sysrams

1. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

(Explanations are included oa attached shests).

I. LAND USE AND PLANNING.

-Would the proposal:
a.  Conflict with gcnu_:_:g! plan dasigﬁm‘on or zoning? a a ]

b. Conflict with applicable environmental plans or policies o o o
adopeed by agencies with Jurisdiction over the project?
¢. Be incompatible with existing land use a a M
in the victnity? :
. d. Affect sgriculture resontrees or a 0 ™
opertions (2.g., impacts w soils or ' ‘

farmlands or impacts from incompatible
land usés)?
¢. Disrupt or divide the physical arrengement , a a o
" of an estublished community (including 2 low-
lrcome or minority community)?

2. GEOLOGIC PROBLEMS.

Would the proposal result in or expose people to potential impacts involving:

2. Fault rupore?. a o ™
Seismic ground shaklng? 0 - a o
c. Selsmic ground fallure, Including liquefaction? a a o
d.  Seiche, curami, or volcanic karard? o 0 o
¢. Leodstides or miod fows? 0 0 o




Erosion, changes in wpagraphy or unstble
soil conditons from excavation, grading,
ar fill?

g. Subsidence of the land?

h.  Expansive soils?

I Unique geologic or physical fc:mn:s?_
WATER. ‘ g

Would the proposal result in:

E

Changes in absorption rates, drainage
pauzms, or the rate and amount of
surface munoff?

Exposure of people or property to
water related hazards such as fooding?

Discharge into surface water or
other alterarion of surface water
quality (e.g., temperature, dissolved
oxygen, your turbidity)?

Changes in the amount of surface
mriatnymg:?ody? :

Changes in currents or the course
or direetion of surface wager -
movements?

Change in the quantity of ground waters,
cither through direct additions or withdrawals, or

through Interception of 2n aquifer by cuts or
excavatons or through substandal Joss of

ground watet racharge capabilicy?

Alt=red direction or rate of flow
of ground water?

Impacts to ground water qualiny?

Substantial reducdon in the amount of ground water
oderwise available for public watsr supplies?

_ AIR QUALITY.

Would the proposal: ‘ _

©d. _ Creats objecdanabic odors?

Violate any alr quality standard or contribute to
an existing oc projected air quality violztion?
Expose sensidve recepiars w0 poliutants?

Aloer zir movencnt, molsure, or

Scmpecxture, of cause sny change
fo climue?

(]

(1

-2~

o

Il

NO

8]
(4]

8]
M

™
™
o
+
4
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Y

(]

)

)

M.
o




YES
5. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.,
Would the proposal result in impacts to:
1.  Endangered, threatmned oc rars species a
or their habitats (including but oot
limited w plants, fish, insects, animals,
and birds)?
b.  Locally designated species (c.g.. {
beritage trees)?
¢. Locally designated naural 1]
communitics (e.g., cak forest, .
coastal habie, ew.) 7 '
d. Wedand habiec (c.g., marsh, riparian, ]
and vernal pool)? _ :
€. Wildlife dispersal or migration corridocs? ' a
6. HAZARDS.
Would the proposal involve:
2. A risk of accidenal explosion ]
ot release of hirardous
subsances (including, but not limited
w: oil, pesticides, chemicals,
or radiation)? ~
b. P;'.ussil_:lc Interference with an . a
: cmergency respoase plan or
emergency évacuation plan?
¢ The creation of any health hazard a
or potential health hazard?
d.  Exposure of people 0 existing o
sources of potendal hexlith hara=ds? :
e. [Increaszd fire hazard in zreas with .
fiammable boush, grass, or trees? a
7. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.
" Would the proposal result in 2
need for new systems or supplies
or substantial alterations to the
following utilities: -
& . Power oc racurdl gas? . Q-
b. Comnunicadons syseems? 0
€. Local or regional water treacment o
or disaibution facilides?

o
M

NO

™

o

™

M

™

o

o

o

TR

(A

o
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d.  Sewer or septic tanks?
¢ Swrm water drainage?
. Solid waste disposal?

g. Local or regional water supplies?

AESTHETICS.
Would the proposai: > .

a.  Affecta scenic vism or scenic
highway?

b. Have a demonstrable negative
acsthetic effecr?

¢.  Create light or glars?

2 o o -

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE.

1. Does the project have the potendal 1o
degrade the quality of the enviconment,
substantally reduce the habimt of &
fish or wildlife species, cause 2
fish or wildlife poputation o drop below
self-sustaining I€¥els, dhreaten
w0 elirginaee 4 planr or animai communicy,
reduce e mumber or restrice the range
of & rare or endangered plant or animal,
or ctiminace important examples of the
mnjor periods of California histocy
ar peehistory?

b.- Doesdﬁpmjec:hzvemcpomncialm
tchieve short-teom © the disadvanage
or long-tetm envitonmenm! goalsy

¢. Doces the project bave impacts that are

. indivichally limited, bug cumulatively
considerable? (*Cunwfatively .
considerable® means that the incremenal
effects of a project are considerable
when viewed in connsction widh the
effects of past projfects, the effects of
other current profects, and the effects
of probable futire projecrs.)

d. Dées the project have environmental effects
which will cause substantial sdverse effects
on buman beings, either difecdy or ndirecdy?

. e

MAYBE

O [ o o

NO

(1
V]
(1
)

|
™
M

M

™

o
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II. DETERMINATION

{} I find the propased project DOES NOT have 4 significant effect on the eavironument, and the
functional equivalent of a NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED.

{¥}  [find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment there
will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described on the
attached sheet have been added to the project and the functional equivalent of A NEGATIVE

- DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED.

{} [ find the project HAS NO significant effect on the environment, and the functional equivalent of
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required and has been prepared.

s/ g7 L e FT
Walt Pettit Date
Executive Director




NEGATIVE DECLARATION ]
GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDRs)
FOR DISCHARGES TO LAND
FROM SMALL DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

L Project L ocation

These WDRs would be applicable throughout the State of California.

li. Project Description

The proposed project is the discharge to land of wastewater from domestic wastewater
treatment and disposal systems with a maximum average daily flow of 20,000 gallons
or less (small domestic systems). In order to fulfill the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB) has prepared an assessment of the potential impacts associated with the
regulated disposal of wastewater to land from new small domestic systems. The
regulation of waste discharges from existing small domestic systems is exempt from
CEQA because these systems qualify for elther an ongoing project or existing project
exemption. See California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14, Sections 15261 and

15301. A

: s
- The SWRCB has drafted general WDRs for the discharge to land from small domestic
systems. Each Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) has its own waiver
policies and conditions. Any discharger currently under a waiver from the RWQCB
does not need to apply for coverage under these general WDRs. The RWQCBs
generally do not regulate discharges from single family residences. Such discharges

are usually covered under the RWQCB's waiver policy.

Under the Water Code, the SWRCB and RWQCBs may 'ac_lopt general WDRs fora .
category of discharges if the SWRCB or RWQCB finds that certain criteria apply to the .

discharges. These are:

" The discharges are produced by the same or similar operations. -
The discharges involve the same or similar types of waste.
The discharges require the same or similar treatment standards.

N A

‘The discharges are more appropriately regulated under -
general WDRs than individual discharge requirements.
[See California Water Code Section 13263(1)].
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The discharge to land from small domestic systems satisfies all of these criteria:

-1, The discharges are produced by the same or similar operations.

All of the discharges are from smiall domestic systems which are defined as any
domestic wastewater treatment system which discharges a maximum average

daily flow of 20,000 gallons per day or less.
2. The discharges involve the same or similar types of waste.
All waste from these facilities is domestié wastewater.
3.  The discharges require the same or similar treatment standards.

The treatment standards for septic tanks and for activated sludge operations are
similar in nature and require the wastewater to be treated to a point where a

- "nuisance” or "pollution™ is not created.

4, The discharges afe more appropriately regulated under general WDRs than
individual discharge requirements.

w.ig.n . .
The development of general WDRs is proposed in order to provide consistency
throughout the RWQCBs and to save time and resources in the regulation of the
above mentioned discharges. General WDRs can ensure that adequate

protection is given to public health and safety and the enviroriment.

The proposed general WDR contains provisions and requirements that will protéct' the
beneficial uses of the underlying ground waters of the State by setting specifications for
the various types of activities associated with domestic wastewater treatment and

disposal.
. indings

The discharge of waste from small domestic systems poses a potential significant
environmental risk to ground water quality and public health. The general WDRs,
however, contain requirements and provisions which will mitigate these potential risks
to a level of insignificance. Any new facllities would have to meet any applicable criteria
in the appropriate RWQCB's water quality control plan(Basin Plan) for the protection of
beneficial uses, as well as the requirements of this Order. In addition, the size of the

' systems proposed for coverage under the general WDRS will limit the threat to the .
environment due to the small flows (maximum average daily flow of 20,000 gallons per

by
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day or less) associated with these facilities. Also, only domestic wastewater is ailowed
under the general WDRs so that the threat from exotic chemicals or more toxic
-constituents is non-existent.

Based upon the information contained in the Environmental Checklist and this
document, the SWRCB finds that the discharge of waste from small domestic systems
will not result in a significant effect on the environment, provided that the discharger
complies with the terms of this Order. The basis for this conclusion is set forth more

fully below.
Iv. easons for Modified Environmental Checklis

The sections not included in the attached Environmental Checkiist are Population and
Housing, Transportation/Circulation, Energy and Mineral Resources, Noise, Public
Services, and Cultural Resources. The potential impacts of new domestic systems on
these subjects depends upon site-specific considerations, which are unknown at this
time. Any discussion by the SWRCB on these topics would, therefore, be speculative

and conceptual.

V. Q'[scuss-iog of Envi;g_nmen_tal Evaluation

.

The discussion below is keyed to the CEQA Environmental Checklist (attached).

3.h._lmpacts to Ground Water Qual

The discharge of small volumes of domestic wastewater to land for disposal by leach
field, ponding, or other appropriate disposal method could have a limited impact on

-ground water in the area surrounding the disposal acfivity. Domestic wastewater = =~ ™

usually confains nitrates and salts. Subsurface, spray lrrigation, and percolation pond
disposal are the disposal methods most likely to affect water quality in the ground e
water. Under inappropriate conditions, each of these disposal methods has the
potential to pass nitrate and salt to the ground water. The proposed general WDRs
though will mitigate this potential impact because the discharger will be required to

comply with the following provisions:

A2 - The treatment and disposal of wastes at the facility shall not cause
' poliution, contaniination, or nuisance as defined in CWC . '
" Section 13050.
A7 - -Discharge of waste classified as “hazardous" or “designated”,as

defined In CCR, Title 23, Chapter 15, Section 2521 (ay and
Section 2522 (a), [...], to any part of the wastewater disposal,

- system Is prohibited. ’ S
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B.1.c. The siting, design, construction, operation, maintenance and
monitoring of all small domestic systems must comply with all of
the applicable provisions of the RWQCB's Basin Plan.

B.5.b. No part of the disposal system(s) shall extend to a depth where
waste may pollute ground water.

C.1.a. The discharge shall not pollute ground or surface waters.

C.1.b. The discharger'shall not adversely affect beneficial uses or cause
an exceedance of any applicable Basin Plan water quality
objectives for ground or surface waters.

The minimum acceptable separation of the discharge point from ground water is
specified in each RWQCB's Basin Plan.

The above provisions will mitigate the potential impact of any discharge covered under
the proposed general WDRs on ground water quality. Other factors which will have a
mitigating effect are the low flow rates (maximum average daily flow of 20,000 gallons
per day or less) and the ability of the soil to filterftreat the wastewater.

i jectionabl

The discharge of domestic wastewater to land disposal has the pofential to create
objectionable odors. The following provisions of the proposed general WDRs will

mitigate this potential impact:

A2 The treatment and disposal of wastes at the facility shall not cause
pollution, contamination, or nuisance as defined in Section 13050
of CWC Section 13050.

B.1.a.. Odors of sewage origin shall not be perceivable beyond the l:n'uts i

of the mdwidual facility.

B.1.b. - The s:tmg. design, construction, gperation, maintenance and
monitoring of all small domestic treatment systems must be
consistent with all of the applicable RWQCB's policies, procedures,

. criteria, guidelines, conditions; and provisions as prescribed in the

applicable RWQCB's Basin Plan.

B.5.a. - The subsurface wastewdater disposal system shall be maintained so
that at no time will sewage be pemitted to surface at.any location.
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Also, dischargers must comply with any applicable provisions governing odors in the
RWQCB's Basin Plan, for example, a minimum dissolved oxygen requirement in ponds.
No odors of sewage origin will be perceivable from subsurface disposal if the discharger
complies with Provision B.4.a of the proposed WDRs.

6.c. Creation bfAnv Heafth Hazard or Potential Health Hazard

The discharge of domestic wastewater to land for disposal has some potential to create
health hazards due to ﬁathogens, fecal coliform, and the potential for vector formation.
This potential comes mainly from surface disposal techniques. The health hazard of
subsurface disposal is minimal, especially if all Basin Plan prohibitions and provisions
are complied with. With regard to surface disposal, the potential for a health hazard
can be minimized through compliance with the following provisions of the proposed

general WDRs. -

AT Discharge of waste classified as "hazardous" or “designated",[...],
to any part of the wastewater disposal system is prohibited.

B.1.b. The siting, design, construction, operation, maintenance and
monitoring of all small domestic treatment systems must be
“consistent with all of the applicable RWQCB's policies, procedures,
- criteria, guidelines, conditions, and provisions as prescribed in the

applicable RWQCB's Basin Plan.

B.6.c. Public contact with undisinfected wastewater shall be precluded
' through such means as fences, signs, and other acceptable
alternatives. '
. D.1.b. The discharger shall ensure that all site orieratjng personnel are

familiar with the content of this Order and shall-maintain a copyof ... -
this Order at the site.

" D.le. The appropriate RWQCB Executive Officer and the Director of the
County Environmental Health Department or equivalent agency
shall be notified immediately of any failure of the wastewater
containment facilities. Such failure shall be promptly corrected in

-, accordance with the requirements of this Order. ,
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D.1.s. ’ Adequate measures shall be taken to assure that unauthorized

persons are.effectively excluded from contact with the wastewater
disposal facility(ies).

Compliance with these provisions will effectively minimize or eliminate the p'otentf_al for
a health related hazard.

VI.  Compliance

The discharger must ensure compliance with land-use zoning and other land-use

regulations for the project. The SWRCB does not have jurisdiction over land-use
issues. | ‘

VII. Preparer:

Bill Hereth :
Water Resources Control Engineer
(916) 657-0570

- SWRCB, Program Support Unit

s
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