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Notification to Traditional, Smali MS4s on szhmm&mw
NPDES Permit for Storm Water Discharges

introduction

As Executive Officer of the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Region (Water
Board), | am writing to notify you of the Waler Board's revised process for enruling traditional,

Water Board staff will evaluate your SWMP for compliance with the General Parmit requirements,
including the Maximurn Extent Practicable standard, and as appropriate will approve the SWMP
and envoll you in the General Permit. f requesiad, Water Board staff will schadude a pubiic heering
before the Central Coast Water Board for consideration of an individual SWMP.

The Water Board's revised enroliment process is a fundameantal shilt from the way we have
reviewed and approved SWMPs to date. The revised enrcliment process eliminales the mulliple
SWMP reviewedit iterations and negotiations that characlerized owr previous approach. For
SWMPs that do not meet the schadule and content described here for General Permit compliance,
staff will draft specific resolutions or individual permils for Water Board consideration that will
protect waler quality, beneficial uses, and the biclogical and physical integrity of watersheds.,

Enroliment Process and Schedule

Water Board staff grouped the 24 remaining un-ervolled traditional MS4s inlo eight enroliment
cycles (Table 1). Each cycls spans a period of 33 1o 38 weeks and concludes, on the projected
date, mwumw«wmmmaummm
General Permit.

mmwmummmmmwmww
Board staff and the MS4 (Table 2). The precise timing and duration of each phase is subject o
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change; Water Board staff will develop specific schedules at the commencement of each
enrollment cycle.

Table 1: Enroliment Cycles for Attachment 1 and 2 MS4s

Cycle|  MS4Group Group Membars | start Datefor | Exseutive | Board Swate
Enroiiment Cycle | OTCer SWHIP| = roval !
1 |Sania Marisiompoc | Santa Maria Jan. 22, 2008 July 28, 2008 | Sept. 5, 2008
Lompoc San Luis
_ ___Obispo
2 |Coastal Santa Barbara | Goleta Jun. 20,2008 | Septlember2, | Oct. 17, 2008
County Carpinteria 2008 Santa Barbara
Sants Barbera
UC Santa Barbara _ _
3 |Santa Cruz Mountsains | Santa Cruz County [ Mid February 2008| Oclober 20, | Dec. 5, 2008
and Coast Capitola 2008 San Luls
Soquel Obispo
Aplos
Ben Lomond
Boulder Creek
Live Qak
Felton
Coralitos
Watsonwille
Chty of Santa Cruz
Scotls Valley
UC Santa Cruz
4 |Coastal San Luis Arroyo Grande Mid Apri 2008 | Janusry 2000 | 20001 |
Obispo County Grover Beach Quarter
Pismo Beach San Luis
Oceano Obispo
Morro Bay
Baywood —-Los Oscs |
5 |Upper Selinas King City Early June 2008 | Februery 2000| 2000—1° |
Tempielon Quarter
Alsscadero _ ; v Salinas
6 |City of San i uis Obispo| Clty of San Luis Eorly Septamber | April 2000 2009 —2°
Obispo 2008 Quarter
San Luls
7 {Upper Pajaro Giroy Early Noveraher | August 2008 m—%"
San Martin 2008 Quarter
Santa Clara Watsorwille
8 |SentaYnez Busliiton Mid Novamber | August2000 | 2000 -3° |
Solvang 2008 Querter
Vandenberg AFB San Luls
Obispo

1. Board approval only required if a hearing is requested by stakeholder
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Table 2: Phases of MS4 Enrolkment Cycle

Phase |: Water Board Staff Assessment of Water Quality Challenges
Water Board staff:
Assess available water qualty information
Accept input from stakeholders on water quality conditions 3-4
Prepare and transmit to MS4 staff a statement of current knowledge of water
quality challenges that must be addressed by SWMP
Phase H: Water Board Staff SWMP Review
Water Board staff:
Review SWMP and “red-lines” text 3-4
Send red-lined SWMP and letter explaining requirements to MS4
Phase li: MS4 SWMP Redvraft _
MS4 staff re-draft SWMP and post for Public Review . I 6
Phase [V: Water Board Staff Final Review and Posting of SWNP
Water Board staff review SWMP _ 2-4
WMMMEWNWGMWbMW 8
Water Board staff respond wmmmmm 3-4
Phase V: mm&_glo_nm
Wader Board staft prepare Staff Report with recommendation and resolution for 2
SWMP approval
Water Board Staff:
Post Staff Report with Board Agenda for Public Review
Respond to additional public comment 8
Prepares Presentation for Hearing

{__Conduct intemal review up 1o Board Meeting

Communication

Clear and opsn communication between Water Board staff, MS4 staff, and staieholders is vital to
the success of this enroliment process. Also, the Phase i Genersl Permit requires public
participation as a component of developing and implementing successful stormwater management
programs for MS4s. To comply with the General Permit, you must verify that you have achieved
broad and timely distribution of announcements of scoping meetings, draft stormwealer program
documents, and local agency actions on stormwater program activilies when you submit your
SWMP for Waler Board staff review.

Water Board stafl are commitied 1o enswring that the enroliment process proceeds with opan
communication. Staff will employ a list-serve (email notification) for nolifying all interested parties
of important milestones In sach enroliment cycle. Water Board staff will also maintain an MS4
enroliment tracking webpage where staff will post relevant documents and indicale the status of
each MS4 in the enroliment process. Additionally, an individual Water Board staff person will be
assigned to each enroliment cycle. We request that you also identlfy an individual to serve as
point of contact representing your MS4 with whom we will communicate dusing the enroliment
process. You must identify your paint of contact when Waler Board staff contact you to initiate

your ensoliment cydle.

Yotal 33t038
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Central Coast Water Board Expected SWMP Content

The federal Clean Watar Act (CWA) provides thet National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits for MS4s must require municipalities to reduce poliutants in their stormwater
discharges to the mmmm)(mAmxaxB». The California Water
Boards have established the meaning and application of this mmmmmm
stormwater permits (the MEP standard is the same for Phase | and Phase il municipalities)'.
Water Board implements the General Permit fo be consistent with thathtmyCorﬂthlan
(Basin Pian) to ensure protection of water quality, beneficial uses, and the blological and physical
integrity of watersheds according to the issues in the Regions.

Your SWMP must include an amay of Bast Management Praclices (BMPs), inchuding the six
Minimum Control Measures listed in the General Permit, to achieve the following conditions:

. Maximize infiltration of clean stormwater, and minimize runoff volume and rate

. Hmmmmmmmm

. Minimize pollutant loading; and

wmammmmmwuumamwmmmmd
control standards for hydromodification. For SWMP adoption, staff will recommend to the Waler
Mmmmwmmmummmmm
acceptabie control standards for

. Fumwmmwmmmmw“mmma
less than five percent (5%) of fotal project area.

« For new and redevelopment projecis that create and/or replace 5,000 squarse feet or more
of impervious surface, the post-construction runoff hydrographs shall match within one
percent (1%) the pre-construction® runoff hydrographs, for a range of svenis with retum
periods from 1-year to 10-years.

e For projects whose disturbed project area excesds two acres, preserve the
drainage density (miles of streem length per square mile of watershed) for all drainage
areas serving a first order stream’ or larger, and ensure that post-project time of
mhwammwmdm

These interim requirements must be implamented for all applicable projects subject to your
discretionary approvals within six (6) months of your enwoliment in the Phase Il permit.  Your
Mwmmmammwamm
J WMhmmmmmmmMm
redevelopment.

! Several stormwater permits adopted by different Regional Boards have been legally challenged. AR have
been upheid by the State Waier Resources Control Board and the courts. The Waler Boards have broad
authority to reguiate stormwater and land use activitiss thet resull in discharges to welers of the State.
Urbanization is one the most impartant jand use activities affecting waler quality, beneficial uses, and the
mmwmdmhnwmm

Effective impervious Area is that partion of the impervicus ares that drains directly fo a receiving surface
waterbody via a hardened stonn drain conveyancs without first draining to & pervious area. hdmm
impervious surfaces tributary (0 pervicus areas are not considerad Effective Impervious Area.

% Pre-construction condition is defined as undeveloped soll type and vegetation.

4 A first order stream is defined as a stream with no tributaries.

California Environmental Protection Agency
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o Numeric criteria for stream stability required to protect downstream beneficial uses and
prevent physical changes to downsiream stream channels that would adversely affect the
physical structure, biclogic condition, and water qualily of streams. )

» Specific applicabllity criteria, land disturbance acreage thresholds, and examptions.

» Performance criteria for control BMPs and an inspection program o ensure proper long
term functioning over.

‘. Edummmuimuwhbmmdswmhmmmm
impact Development.

You must include an effective strategy fo control hydromodification, or Water Board staff will
mmmmwmmmmhmmmwgmmmm
you in the Phase i permit.

p2e el “ daa
Ywmmmmmmmmmmmmma
minimum 30-foot buffer zone for riparian areas and wetlands®. The buffer zone is a protective area
that is undisturbed to the maximum exient practicable. Your SWMP must include consideration
and prioritization of local conditions, such as habitat degradation, waler quality, and land
management practices, mapﬂymmmmﬁmmth
riparian areas and wetiands.

You must include an effective strategy to adopt and implement protection of riperian areas,
wetlands, and their buffer zones, or Waler Board steff will recommend to the Water Board
requirements in the resalution approving your SWMP and envolling you in the Phase Il permit.

szwupmmmmmwmwwummmmmmm
including volume- and/or flow-based treatment criteria. Your SWMP must inchiie consideration
and prioritization of local condiions, such as existing pollutant loading, water quality, 303(d) listed
impaired waters, poliutants of concem, habitat degradation, and lend management practices, and
apply more stringent control mesasures where necessary 1o minimize polutant loading.

You must include an effective strategy o reduce poliutant loading, or Water Board siaff will
recommend to the Water Board requirements in the resolution approving your SWMP and enroling
you in the Phase Hl permit.

impect
goal of Post Construction Storm Water Management to achieve an Effeciive impervious Area of no
more than three to ten percent (3 — 10%) of watershed area within your juriadiction, depending on
local conditions.

mmmwm“mmammmmmm
impact Development. These terms are relgted and their meanings overlap. These requirements
are necessary to ensure protaction of water quality, beneficial uses, and the biological and physical
integrity of watersheds and aquetic habitat. You can reference information on hydromodification
controls and Low impact Development principles on the Ceniral Coast Waler Board’s website:

® The Central Coast Water Quality Conirol Plan (Basin Pian) requires protection of riparian and welland
habitat and their buffer zones (Basin Plan, Section V.G. 4).
California Envirenmental Pretection Agency
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mMEPhaMWWMMMMnM
management knowledge increases, MS4 managers must conlinually assess and modify their
programs to incorporats improvernenis in conirol measures and BMPs to achieve MEP. Therefore,
your SWMP should contain a detalled plan for evaluating iis effectiveness and progress toward
complying with the General Permit.  Your SWMP must also explain how you will communicate
evaluation results with stakeholders. Your evaluation plan should include quaniifiable measures
for evaluating the effectiveness of the program and be based on the following objectives:
* Assess compiiance with requirements of the General Permit , including:
. Inspection Programs
. Construction Site Controls
. Elimination of uniawful discharges
. New development and redevelopment requirements
o Verify that BMPs are being implementad (e.g., all new appiicable developments meet
hydromadification control requirements described above and as further described in your
SWMP);

. MNWMNWMMWMWW
paliutants of concem in stormwater discharges;

e Characterize watersheds and siormweler discharges;

* [dentify sources of poliutants; and

« Evaluate long-term trends in receiving water quality.

Conclusion

Please become familiar with the schedule for the enroliment cycle for your MS4, and the steps in
the envoliment process. When Walter Board staff contact you to initiate your anroliment cycle,
please provide us with contact information for the individual that will be represeniing your MS4.

Please begin updating or preparing your SWMP to includs the following as explained in this letter:
Hydromodification controls for new and redevelopment;
mdmmwmmwmm

i
|
|

Your SWMP must be specific and must inchude: well-defined BMPs and other actions that you will
implement, schedules, measurable gosis, and measures to determine the effectivensss of your
program. if your SWMP is not comprehensive or lacks specificity, | will not approve it, and Water
Board staff will draft a resolution or an individual permit for consideration by the Water Board at a
hearing.

| am clarifying the Water Board’s revised snroliment process and SWMP content and requirements
to speed up approval of SWMPs for MS4s in the Central Coast Region that will protect water
quality, beneficial uses, and the bioiogical and physical integrity of watersheds. | am aiso
commilting staff ime 0 regulate MS4s and provide technical and financial assistance fo

California Environmenial Protection Agency
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The Proposition 84 Storm Water Grant Program funds may be usaed to provide maiching grants to
locat public agencies for the reduction and prevention of stonmwater poliution of rivers, lakes, and
streams. A (otal of approximately $82 million will be available for matching grants. A scoping
meeting t0 answer questions and 10 solicit input will be heid at our office in San Luis Obispo on
Monday, March 3, 2008, from 1:00 —- 4:00 PM. For more information on the Proposition 84 Storm
Water Grant Program and workshops, visit the State Water Board's website at

http:/mww.waterboards.ca.govifunding/prop84.htmil.

I anticipate you will have questions about this leiter and the expected contant of your SWMP,
Please contact us. Our lead staff for this envoliment process is Dominic Roques,

droquesfwaterboards.ca.gov or at (805) 542-4780.

Sincerely,

G

Roger W. Briggs
Executive Officer

W:Storm WaterWunicipahPhass it MS4WS4 Exvoliment Siratagies\MS4 Nolificalion L ir\PhassiiNolifications2-12-08.doc

California Environmental Protection Agescy
3 Recyoled Puper




