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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

PUBLIC NOTICE:
PROPOSED PETROLEUM UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK CASE CLOSURE

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 3 August through 2 October 2026 (60 days)

ANDERSON BARNGROVER RANCH; 14290 E. COMSTOCK ROAD, LINDEN, SAN
JOAQUIN COUNTY; LUST CASE #392009, GLOBAL ID #T10000020864

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) is
asking for public comments on the proposed closure of the Anderson Barngrover Ranch
leaking underground storage tank (tank) case. The tank was located at 14290 E. Comstock
Road in Linden, CA. A map showing the property and the current remaining diesel fuel
contamination in groundwater is attached as Figure 1.

The property is currently a working walnut orchard. On the west side of the property, there is
an old walnut processing area that is no longer in use. It includes a walnut hulling building, a
walnut drying building, and a small office. In November 2022, the property owner removed a
1,000-gallon diesel tank that had been located between the three buildings. Prior to removal,
the tank had not been filled for almost 30 years. Between 2022 and 2025, the property owner
collected soil and groundwater samples from 13 borings, installed four groundwater
monitoring wells, and sampled three nearby residential and irrigation wells to find out how far
the diesel contamination had spread.

Central Valley Water Board staff has concluded that the remaining diesel fuel in the ground
does not threaten human health, the environment, or normal use of the property. Central
Valley Water Board staff’'s only concern is the possible future installation of new water supply
wells near the location of the removed diesel fuel tank. However, to address this, the property
owner and the owner of the two properties to the west, are currently in the process of filing
land use covenants with the County that will restrict anyone from installing a well within 500
feet of the removed diesel tank location unless it draws water from at least 232 feet deep.
The documents will also restrict usage of the existing irrigation well on the property for non-
potable (non-drinking) purposes only.

The remaining diesel in groundwater is expected to naturally break down within a reasonable
amount of time. Because the risk is low and covenants restrict shallow groundwater wells,
Central Valley Water Board staff recommends closing the case under California’s Low-Threat
UST Case Closure Policy. Central Valley Water Board staff will consider public comments
before closing the case.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

You can obtain additional information on the State Water Resources Control Board’s
GeoTracker website (https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/). Please contact Alan M.
Buehler with the Central Valley Water Board if you have any comments or questions about
this Public Notice or about the environmental cleanup activities at Anderson Barngrover
Ranch:

Alan M. Buehler

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

(916) 464-4615

alan.buehler@waterboards.ca.gov

Language Services

This notice is available in English. To request the translation of a written document or

interpretation services, please use one of the following options:

e Request Language Services online.

e Call the Office of Public Engagement, Equity, and Tribal Affairs at (916) 341-5254.

e Email the Office of Public Engagement, Equity, and Tribal Affairs at
Contact@waterboards.ca.gov.

Notice to the Hearing Impaired

TDD users can obtain information about the Site by using the California State Relay Service
(800) 735-2929 to reach the Public Participation Specialist. Ask them to contact the Central
Valley Water Board at (916) 464-3291 regarding the Public Notice for the proposed UST case
closure of Anderson Barngrover Ranch.

ATTACHMENTS

Figure 1: Site Map which shows the current remaining diesel fuel contamination in
groundwater.
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FIGURE 1

SITE MAP
Anderson Barngrover Ranch
14290 E. Comstock Rd, Linden
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