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Existing Beneficial Uses in the Salton Sea
Beneficial Use Description

Human Health

Water Contact Recreation (REC I)
recreational activities involving body contact 
with water, where ingestion of water is 
reasonably possible

Non-contact Water Recreation (REC 
II)

recreational activities involving proximity to 
water, but not normally involving contact with 
water where ingestion of water is reasonably 
possible

Wildlife

Warm Aquatic Habitat (WARM)

uses of water that support warm water
ecosystems including, but not limited to, 

preservation or enhancement of aquatic 
habitats, vegetation, fish, or wildlife, including 
invertebrates

Wildlife Habitat (WILD)

uses of water that support terrestrial 
ecosystems including, but not limited to, the 
preservation and enhancement of aquatic 
habitats, vegetation, wildlife (e.g., mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates), or 
wildlife water and food sources

Preservation of Rare, Endangered, or 
Threatened Species (RARE)

uses of water that supports habitats 
necessary, at least in part, for the survival 
and successful maintenance of plant or 
animal species established under state and 
federal law as rare, threatened or 
endangered

Aquaculture (AQUA)

uses of water for aquaculture or mariculture 
operations including, but not limited to, 
propagation, cultivation, maintenance, or 
harvesting of aquatic plants and animals for 
human consumption or bait purposes.
Other

Industrial Service Supply (IND)

Uses of water for industrial activities that do 
not depend primarily on water quality 
including, but not limited to, mining, cooling 
water supply, hydraulic conveyance, gravel 
washing, fire protection, and oil well 
repressurization.
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Potential Beneficial Uses of the Constructed Habitats
Beneficial Use Description

Human Health

Water Contact Recreation (REC I)
recreational activities involving body contact 
with water, where ingestion of water is 
reasonably possible

Non-contact Water Recreation (REC 
II)

recreational activities involving proximity to 
water, but not normally involving contact with 
water where ingestion of water is reasonably 
possible

Wildlife

Inland Saline Aquatic Habitat (SAL)

uses of water that support inland saline water 
ecosystems including, but not limited to, 
preservation and enhancement of aquatic 
saline habitats, vegetation, fish, and wildlife, 
including invertibrates

Wildlife Habitat (WILD)

uses of water that support terrestrial 
ecosystems including, but not limited to, the 
preservation and enhancement of aquatic 
habitats, vegetation, wildlife (e.g., mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates), or 
wildlife water and food sources

Preservation of Rare, Endangered, or 
Threatened Species (RARE)

uses of water that supports habitats 
necessary, at least in part, for the survival 
and successful maintenance of plant or 
animal species established under state and 
federal law as rare, threatened or 
endangered
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CEQA Environmental Factors
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CEQA Checklist

Project Title:
Beneficial Use Designations for the Salton Sea Constructed Aquatic Habitats 

Lead Agency Name and Address: 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region
73-720 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 100
Palm Desert, CA 92260

Lead Agency Contact Person:
Hajer Dawoody
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region
73-720 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 100
Palm Desert, CA 92260
760-313-1293
hajer.dawoody@waterboards.ca.gov

Project Description:
Designating beneficial uses for the aquatic habitats that are being constructed around 
the perimeter of the Salton Sea

Project Location:
Salton Sea watershed in Riverside County and Imperial County, California.

The CEQA checklist for each of the environmental factors is included in the following 
pages.
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