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Overview 

California’s Groundwater

Current Groundwater Conditions

Update on Groundwater Related Drought Efforts
• Household Water Supply Shortage Reporting
• Drinking Water Well Principles and Strategies



3

of California’s water supply comes from
groundwater

about
In an average year,

almost
In dry years,

04 % 06 % 58 %
of Californians
rely on groundwater

California’s Groundwater
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Long Term Trends in Water Use
(2002-2016)

Annual Water Use by Source

Annual Groundwater Use by Sector

High 58%

Avg. 41%

California’s Groundwater (Bulletin 118)
https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/bulletin-118

https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/bulletin-118


Data available on CNRA Open Data: https://data.cnra.ca.gov/

California’s Groundwater Infrastructure

DWR’s Well Completion Reports: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Completion-Reports

Production Wells Completion Reports
(1977 to Present)

~305k

Drinking Water Well Completion Reports
(1977 to Present)

~255k

Irrigation Wells Completion Reports
(1977 to Present)

~50k

https://data.cnra.ca.gov/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Completion-Reports


Data available on CNRA Open Data: https://data.cnra.ca.gov/

California’s Groundwater Infrastructure

DWR’s Well Completion Reports: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Completion-Reports

Drinking Water Well Completion Reports
(1977 to Present)

https://data.cnra.ca.gov/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Completion-Reports


Active Groundwater Level Network Long-term Groundwater Level Trends
(20 years – 1998 to 2018)

Statewide Subsidence Data 
(June 2015 - Oct. 2020)

Data available on CNRA Open Data: https://data.cnra.ca.gov/

SGMA Data Viewer:  https://sgma.water.ca.gov/webgis/?appid=SGMADataViewer#currentconditions

Groundwater Conditions

California’s Groundwater (Bulletin 118): https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/bulletin-118

2015 2020

https://data.cnra.ca.gov/
https://sgma.water.ca.gov/webgis/?appid=SGMADataViewer#currentconditions
https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/bulletin-118


Well Owners and Agencies 
Can Report Water Supply 
Shortages

• Available in English and 
Spanish

Statewide Summary 
Information

• Map
• Table

Webpage: https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/

Household Water Supply Shortage Reporting

Data available on CNRA Open Data: https://data.cnra.ca.gov/

https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/
https://data.cnra.ca.gov/


Previous
Years

2,730
Last 
Year

160
Last 

Month

54

https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/report/publicpage

Reported

Household Shortages Reported

https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/report/publicpage


Reported

https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/report/publicpage

Top 5 Counties Reported Resolved
1. Tulare County 1400 1326
2. Madera County 371 1
3. San Luis Obispo County 270 44
4. Mariposa County 126 0
5. Fresno County 96 56

Challenges
 Voluntary Reporting & Under Reporting
 Varying Levels of County Involvement
 Variable Local Follow-Up

Considerations
 Incentivize Local Reporting of Dry Wells
 Increase County Involvement & Coordination
 Continue to Prepare & Provide Assistance in 

Vulnerable Areas

Household Shortages Reported

https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/report/publicpage


Executive Order Item 11:

Next Steps: 
• DWR has started coordination with SWRCB staff to develop principles and strategies 
• Click here to register for June 29 or June 30 Listening Sessions

To ensure the potential impacts of drought on communities are anticipated and 
proactively addressed, the Department of Water Resources, in coordination with 
the Water Board, shall develop groundwater management principles and 
strategies to monitor, analyze, and minimize impacts to drinking water wells.

Public Draft 
Concept Workshop

July

Draft Released for 
Public Comment 

Period & Webinar

Aug 

Public
Listening Sessions

June

Final 
Principles & 
Strategies
Released

Sept

Additional 
Follow-on Guidance 

& Funding

2022 

Questions?
Contact: 

Dept of Water Resources
sgmps@water.ca.gov

April 21 Executive Drought Proclamation

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/4.21.21-Drought-Proclamation.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/15628873390024975
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2206729048443325453
mailto:sgmps@water.ca.gov


Data:
• Continue improving access to groundwater information and coordination between agencies

• SGMA Data Viewer, CNRA Open Data, State Board Information Systems

Drought: 
• Governor’s April Drought Executive Order Item 11 – Drinking Water Principles
• Enhancing and maintaining DWR’s Dry Well Reporting System and increasing outreach
• Enhanced subsidence data collecting and reporting

Programs & Assistance:
• Continue SGMA & SAFER Implementation

Funding:
• Existing - $180m in SGMA related groundwater grants to date (Prop 1 & 68)
• Proposed - $1 billion for groundwater management & SGMA related efforts
• Additional funding proposed in May Revise will also benefit drought & groundwater management

Next Steps
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