LOS MOLINOS MUTUAL WATER COMPANY

25162 Josephine Street, P.O. Box 211, Los Molinos, CA  96055
Telephone (530) 384-2737 * Fax (530) 384-9835
November 3, 2021
Ms. Sobeck and Mr. Ekdahl – this letter is in response to the below notice and to advise you that, as watermaster and the primary water user on Mill Creek, Los Molinos Mutual Water Company believes that the reported low measurement on the MCH gauge is due to malfunctioning equipment.  The upper gauge (MLM) has been reading at consistently above 125 cfs.  Prior to yesterday, there were very limited diversions for stock watering purposes of approximately 1-3 cfs.  Beginning November 1, 2021 out of an abundance of caution and in response to the questionable gauge data, all diversions from Mill Creek were ceased.  Thus, beginning yesterday, the MCH gauge was reading full natural flow without any off stream diversions.

On November 1, 2021, we alerted the California Department of Water Resources of our belief that the MCH gauge is malfunctioning.  We are advised by DWR that they are sending technicians on, November 2, 2021 to assess the gauge.  In addition, due to the large discrepancy between the two gauges we contacted USGS regarding the calibration of the upper gauge (MLM) but as of yet have not heard back.
 Los Molinos Mutual Water Company will provide a further update following DWR’s assessment of the MCH gauge.  In the interim, if you have any questions, please contact me at (530) 384-2737 or by reply email. 
Bill Hardwick

General Manager

Los Molinos Mutual Water Company
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    This is a message from the State Water Resources Control Board.
To: All Water Right Holders and Claimants in the Mill Creek Watershed
On October 31, 2021, flow at the Department of Water Resources’ Mill Creek below HWY 99 gauge (California Data Exchange Center (CDEC) Station ID: MCH) fell below 50 cubic feet per second (cfs). Water right holders and claimants in the Mill Creek watershed are required to cease or reduce diversions, in order of water right priority, to maintain 50 cfs minimum instream flow in Mill Creek through the Sacramento Valley floor stream reach.
As described in the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Curtailment Order WR-2021-0089-DWR (Order) issued on October 11, 2021, water right holders and claimants in the Mill Creek watershed are subject to curtailment pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 23, sections 876.5 through 879.2, and are required to immediately cease or reduce their diversions to ensure the drought minimum flows specified in section 876.5 subdivision (c) are satisfied through June 30, 2022, or until the Deputy Director of the Division of Water Rights suspends the curtailment orders. Compliance with the drought emergency minimum flows in Mill Creek required under section 876.5, subdivision (c)(1) will be assessed by the State Water Board based on the Department Water Resources’ Mill Creek below Hwy 99 gauge reporting (CDEC Station ID: MCH).
Water right holders or claimants who violate the Order may be subject to administrative fines, a cease and desist order, or prosecution in court. The State Water Board has enforcement discretion and decisions related to enforcement and associated penalties are based on the specific circumstances of the violation. Fines may be up to $1,000 per day of violation and up to $2,500 for each acre-foot diverted or used in excess of a valid water right. (Wat. Code, §§ 1052, 1055, 1846.) 
If you have questions related to this message, you may send an email to State Water Board staff at: DWR-MillDeerDrought@waterboards.ca.gov.
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