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Gary Black
Black Ranch Farming

Gary Black 4/7/2023
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Proposals  by April 15, 2024
ust be implemented during the entirety of the irrigation

season (including  approval), unless the  withdraws

o

o

o

roundwater wells that irrigate less than 30 acres
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Evan Senf

Rod owse  

I select a coordinating entity  

Crystal Robinson
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✔



5

Upload Well Information



Best Management Practice  

 

Please describe the metering for all groundwater wells . 
ill in the box below attach a document or spreadsheet with this 

information.
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Black Ranch Farming, LLC irrigates fields using ground water via wheel lines. Up to 218
acres are irrigated using ground water. A flow meter will be installed for a majority of 2024
to verify volume used. If a flow meter is not installed, daily irrigation of fields will be
maintained manually with an irrigation log per field similar to 2022. For a majority of the
2024 irrigation season, either a flow meter and/or moisture meter(s) will be used to verify
compliance. Given Black Ranch Farming will use one well in 2024 (Well #1), total volume
f d f i i i b l d i fl ll #1 f ll fi ld

A flow meter has been ordered with intended delivery in early May. Any irrigation prior to
receiving and installing a flow meter will be accounted for in daily logs and can be back
calculated using the data gained from the flow meter related to irrigation amount applied
previously. Similarly, moisture meters could be installed to support and verify cessation
compliance if a flow meter is not installed. A flow meter on Well #1 will measure all use of
groundwater used on all fields in 2024.

Upload Attachment

✔



Provide the  of irrigate  acreage under your
proposal for a Best Management Practice  LCS:

a 

se of a low-energy precision application (LEPA) system on all
irrigated acreage

se soil moisture sensors to inform irrigation timing, 
records available for inspection by

the oordinating ntity, if applicable, and/or State Water Board.
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Upload Map(s)



A Graduated Cessation Schedule LCS may be approved if the  
provides evidence that irrigated acreage is reduced compared to standard practice on 
the property (e.g., practice in a similar unregulated year). If applicable, please take 
crop rotation and number of alfalfa cuttings into account. Under this LCS 
type, the  must select one of two potential irrigation schedule .

  
rovide the  of irrigated acreage  under your proposal for

a Graduated Cessation Schedule LCS:

irrigation schedule you certify to 

By the dates below, pumping to irrigate the following percentages of
irrigated acres shall cease:

15% by July 15,
50% by August 15, and
90% by August 31, with a maximum of 8 inches of water to be applied
to the remaining 10% of irrigated acres during the remain er of the
irrigation season. This 10 can be on 

 By the dates below, pumping to irrigate the following percentages of 
irrigated acres shall cease: 

20% by July 20,
50% by August 20, and
95% by September 5, with a maximum of 6 inches of water to be
applied to the remaining 5% of irrigated acres during the remain er of
the irrigation season. 

Please e  map s  field s
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218 acres

✔

Black Ranch Farming, LLC will use a graduated groundwater cessation schedule,
Option 2 to comply with the emergency regulation. Reduction in groundwater use
will be achieved using crop type selection and cessation of irrigation. This will
result in reduced use of ground water especially during late season. An estimated
2.5 irrigation rotations will be eliminated over standard practice resulting from
staged early cessation. Further, minimum of 5 acres will be fallowed in 2024 (see
Black Ranch Farming LLC, excel table and map for cessation approach and fields
selected for staged cessation). Wheel line Irrigation sets will be reduced from
11.0 hours to 10 hours.

Upload Map(s)

Upload Attachment



 

 

A net groundwater pumping reduction of 30% throughout
the irrigation season (April 1 – October 31) and a monthly reduction of 30%
between July 1 through October 31.

A net groundwater pumping reduction of 15%
through the irrigation season (March 1 – November 1) and a monthly reduction
of 15% between June 1 through September 30.
The relevant water use reduction shall be based on a comparison to a baseline
irrigation season ( 2020, 2021, 2022, or 2023).

33 inches per year for alfalfa,
14 inches per year for grain, or
30 inches per year for pasture

Please provide the  of irrigated acreage  under your
proposal for a Percent Reduction LCS.

If you are proposing a Percent Reduction LCS, the
following files to the State Water Board and your oordinating ntity.

th  reduc  groundwater pumping and how 
oordinating ntity can verify those

actions.

A spreadsheet with monthly pumping volumes for  baseline
year and current year. Use one row per irrigation method per field.

Map(s) with each field labelled.
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Upload Attachment

Upload Baseline Pumping

Upload Map(s)



ist the , if each property is 
owned or lease , and  If a 
field is on multiple parcels, that contains the majority of the field. 
Alternatively, you may also electronically submit a document or spreadsheet with this 
information.
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#1

#2

#3

#4

#5

#6

#7

#8

#9

#10

#11

#12

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Leased

Upload Attachment

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Grad. Cessation - 2

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated

Adjudicated



 LCS may require the  to additional 
information, such as , spreadsheets, maps, or other .
State Water Board staff req  submit as Microsoft Word 
(.docx, .doc) or Adobe PDF (.pdf) files hese file formats are easiest for staff to 
work with s o review and revise, if needed. For the same reasons, staff 
requ  that ts submit spreadsheets Microsoft Excel files (.xlsx, .xls). 

Submitting documents in other formats, such as photographs of narratives or 
narratives via traditional mail  lengthen the review . If you need 
assistance, please contact your oordinating ntity or State Water 
Board staff 

Kevin DeLano
Phone: (916) 319-0631
Email: Kevin.DeLano@waterboards.ca.gov
Shahab Araghinejad
Phone: 916 319-0975
Email: shahab.araghinejad@waterboards.ca.gov
Division of Water Rights – Scott-Shasta Phone Line and Email
Phone: 916 327-3113
Email: ScottShastaDrought@waterboards.ca.gov
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Submit



Black Ranch Farminng  - Early Cessation Farming Proposal - Option 2 

Black Ranch Farming 2024 Acreage 24' Crop July 20 cessation acres August 31 Cessation Septmeber 5 cessation
Field #1 17 Grain 17
Field #1A 16 Alfalfa 16
Field #2 14 Alfalfa 14
Field #3 11 Alfalfa 11
Field #4 22 Alfalfa 4 18
Field #5 20 Alfalfa 20
Field #6 26 Alfalfa 6 20
Field #7 25 Grain 25
Field #8 20 Alfalfa 20
Field #9 27 Alfalfa 7 20
Field #10 6 Alfalfa 6
Field #11 9 cover crop 9
Field #12 5 Fallow 5
Acres Sub-total 218 47 63 108
Percent of acres 21.56% 50.46% 100.00%
* 5% of the acerage can be irrigated after Sept 5th (on 218 acres, this equates to 6" of water applied to 10.9 acres or 5.5 af)  












