CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
LAHONTAN REGION

LATE ADDITION
ITEM NO. 5

MEETING OF FEBRUARY 14, 2013
VARIOUS LOCATIONS
(VIA TELECONFERENCE)

UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE — LAKE TAHOE BASIN MANAGEMENT
UNIT (LTBMU), UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER REACH FIVE (SUNSET STABLES)
RESTORATION PROJECT, EXEMPTION TO WASTE DISCHARGE
PROHIBITIONS CONTAINED IN THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN
FOR THE LAHONTAN REGION, EL DORADO COUNTY

El Dorado County

The following are late additions to Item No. 5:
1) POWER POINT PRESENTATION FOR ITEM 5
2) ENCLOSURE 4: Response to Comments
3) ENCLOSURE 5: Letter to the Board from LTBMU

4) ENCLOSURE 6: Power Point Presentation from LTBMU

ENCLOSURE DESCRIPTION BATES NO.

4 Response to Comments 5-47

5 LTBMU's letter to the Board 5-57

6 LTBMU’s Power Point Presentation to the 5-61
Board

7 Proposal for additional post-project turbidity 5-69
monitoring associated with the UTR Reach
5 Restoration Project







ENCLOSURE 4
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Scribe, Laurie@Waterboards

From: Scribe, Laurie@Waterboards

Sent: Monday, February 04, 2013 3:13 PM

To: Hydroman (hydroman455@aol.com)

Cc: Cushman, Douglas@Waterboards; Smith, Doug@Waterboards
Subject: Response to Comments - UTR Reach 5 Restoration Project
Attachments: Wigart Response 2-4-2013.pdf

February 4, 2013

Mr. Wigart,

The Regional Water Quality Control Board received your comment letter regarding the draft Resolution for the United
States Forest Service-Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, Upper Truckee River Reach Five Restoration Project. Please
find the attached response to your comments.

If you would like to receive a paper copy of the attachment, please provide a mailing address. If you have any additional
questions or concerns please contact me at Lscribe @waterboards.ca.gov or (530) 542-5465.

Laurie Scribe

Environmental Scientist

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd.

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Lscribe@waterboards.ca.gov
(530) 542-5465
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United States Forest Lake Tahoe Basin 35 College Drive

QS DA Department of Service Management Unit South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
@ Agriculture (530) 543-2600
(530) 543-0956 TTY

File Code: 1630/2600
Date: February 5, 2013

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Dear Chairman Jardine and Members of the Lahontan Regional Water Quality control Board:

I’m asking for your consideration and permit issuance for the Upper Truckee River Reach 5
Restoration and Utility Relocation Project.

The Upper Truckee River Project has been planned in coordination with members from the
Upper Truckee River Watershed Advisory Group since 2006, in the context of the larger
restoration effort occurring in the watershed from Meyers to the river’s mouth at Lake Tahoe.
The Reach 5 Restoration project is proposed by the USFS Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
(LTBMU) and the California Tahoe Conservancy (CTC), who share ownership in the project
area. Participating agreements between the CTC and LTBMU have been established for project
planning and environmental analysis, and to identify the LTBMU as the agency responsible for
implementing the Reach 5 project. LTBMU participation in the planning, development, design
and implementation of the project was made possible by several Southern Nevada Public Land
Management Act grants, totaling $5,550,000. Approximately $4 million dollars are remaining
for implementation of the Reach 5 project and this money is designated exclusively for this use.

A high level of public and private coordination has gone into the analysis, review, and design of
the Upper Truckee Reach 5 project beginning in 2006. This includes input from an established
technical advisory group (TAG) consisting of a multi-disciplinary group of professionals from
the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, CTC, CA State Parks, City of South Lake Tahoe, US
Army Corps of Engineers, CA Watershed Network, South Tahoe Public Utility District,
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, CA Department of General Services and CA
Department of Fish and Game.

In addition, the Draft NEPA/CEQA/TRPA environmental document was circulated for public
review and comment on April 22, 2011; receiving four public comments during the draft phase.
Public input was incorporated and considered in finalizing the environmental analysis with the
final document released in February of 2012. The NEPA Finding of No Significant Impact and
Decision Notice were signed on March 20, 2012, and the CEQA Notice of Determination was
filed on March 21, 2012.

In working with our partners and regulatory agencies, it is particularly worth noting that, under
the Environmental Improvement Program, restoration of the Upper Truckee River system has
been a primary focus to achieve established goals for reducing sediment from stream channel

B G
Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Redgpidg Faper W



erosion to Lake Tahoe. From the Lake Tahoe TMDL Implementation Plan, the Upper Truckee
River is currently estimated at 60 percent of total fine sediment loading from stream channels in
the Tahoe basin. Public involvement and scientific evaluation concludes that “no action” is
simply not feasible when so much is at stake in achieving improved clarity for Lake Tahoe.

Sincerely,

NANCY J. GIBSON
Forest Supervisor
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Upper Truckee River Reach 5 Restoration and
Utility Relocation Project
USDA Forest Service, LTBMU

and

California Tahoe Conservancy
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Upper Truckee
River Watershed
Advisory Group
Projects

Upper Truckee River Restoration Projects

Upper Truckee River
Middle Reaches 18 2
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CA Tahoe Conservancy ¥ % Airport Reach
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Relationship to TMDL and EIP

The Lake Tahoe TMDL Implementation Plan emphasizes stream
channel restoration in the Upper Truckee river to meet load reduction
targets from stream channel erosion to achieve the Clarity standard.

TMDL Plan also recognizes the significant broader ecosystem and
habitat benefits from stream channel restoration.

Is listed on the current 5 year list of priority EIP projects (#948)

and is expected to contribute to multiple TRPA Threshold benetfits
Water quality
Soil conservation
Vegetation preservation
Wildlife
Fisheries
Recreation




Project Goals and Objectives

Restore properly functioning channel and floodplain
configuration based on application of geomorphic principles

Decrease pollutant loading by reducing bank erosion , and
increasing frequency, duration, and extent of overbank flows onto
the floodplain.

Increase groundwater levels to increase duration and extent of
plant available groundwater - improving riparian and wet meadow
vegetation condition, and associated terrestrial habitat.

Improve aquatic habitat as measured by increased depth of pools
during base flow conditions and percent shade.




Alternatives Evaluated, but not selected

Restore existing channel in place

Full channel reconstruction without constraints from
existing utility infrastructure

Partial channel reconstruction, partial restoration of
channel in place

Extensive documentation of the comprehensive alternatives evaluation

and design process is available on the LTBMU public website at:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/ltbmu/UpperTruckeeRestoration




Upper Truckee River Reach 5 Restoration Project Activities

q D Project Boundary
New Channel Alignment

Temporary Access Road
|:] Tree Removal Area
Staging Area
Floodplain Grading Area

Upland Dewatering Basin |

| |:| Property Boundary

—
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Proposal for additional post-project turbidity monitoring associated with the UTR Reach 5 Restoration
project:

Plan A:

Leave the housing for the continuous turbidity probes at the upstream and downstream monitoring
sites in place over winter. Remove the probes from their housing at the end of the final construction
season, as currently planned. In mid-April to early May (depending on flow conditions) the year
following construction, reinstall the probes into their housing. Collect turbidity samples at 15 minute
intervals and download the data weekly for up to 1 month during the spring runoff/snowmelt season to
capture the peak flow conditions(>350 cfs) that spring.

Note: Reinstalling the probes during winter months is not feasible due to safety concerns. Therefore,
this approach will capture high flows during spring snowmelt months, but not the less likely rain on
snow event that could occur in the middle of winter.

Plan B:

If the housing for either of the continuous probes is damaged or lost during the preceding winter
months and associated high flows during that time period, grab samples would be collected at the same
location as the probes were located. In this case, grab samples would be collected upstream and/or
downstream of project activities twice a day, on weekdays only, for 1 week during sustained flows of
350 cfs or greater. If flow conditions, or visual observations in the Reach 5 project area suggest that
additional grab sample turbidity monitoring is warranted, this time period would be extended to a 2"
week of weekday, twice per day grab sample monitoring.
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