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Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 

MINUTES 
April 11-12, 2018 

Regular Meeting 

City of Barstow, City Council Chambers 
220 E. Mountain View Street 

Barstow, CA 92311 

Board Members Participating Board Members Absent 
Don Jardine, Vice Chair, Markleeville 
Kimberly Cox, Helendale 

Keith Dyas, Rosamond 
Amy Horne, Truckee 
Eric Sandel, Truckee 

Peter C. Pumphrey, Chair, Bishop 

Legal Counsel 

Elizabeth Beryt, Office of Chief Counsel, State Water Resources Control Board 

Regional Board Staff Participating 

Patty Z. Kouyoumdjian, Executive Officer Scott Ferguson, Sup. WRCE 
Doug Smith, Assistant Executive Officer Patrice Copeland, Sup. Engineering Geologist 
Chris Avalos, Engineering Geologist Alicia Borchmann, Scientific Aid 
Shelly Barker, Engineering Geologist Tom Browne, WRCE 
Jehiel Cass, Sr. WRCE Lisa Dernbach, Sr. Engineering Geologist 
Anne Holden, Engineering Geologist Amanda Lopez, Engineering Geologist 
Tiffany Steinert, Engineering Geologist Bruce Warden, Environmental Scientist 
Jan Zimmerman, Sr. Engineering Geologist Kathy Otermat, Executive Assistant 

REGULAR MEETING: Wednesday. April 11, 2018- 7:00 p.m. 

Call to Order and Introductions 

Vice-Chair Jardine called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on April 11, 2018, and 
introduced Board Members. Board Chair Pete Pumphrey was absent. Ms. Patty Z. 
Kouyoumdjian, Executive Officer, introduced Legal Counsel and Water Board Staff. 

1. Public Forum

None.
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2. Minutes

Motion: Moved by Member Dyas, seconded by Member Cox, to approve the January 2018
Minutes as presented. Vice-Chair called for a Roll Call Vote and the motion carried per the
following votes:

The motion carried per for the following votes:
Member Cox aye 
Member Dyas aye 
Member Horne aye 
Vice-Chair Jardine aye 
Member Sandel abstain 

Chair Pumphrey absent 

 

3. Status Report on Cleanup Activities Concerning Chromium Contamination from
Pacific Gas and Electric Company's (PG&E) Hinkley Compressor Station.

The Water Board heard reports from Water Board staff, PG&E representatives, and the
Independent Review Panel (IRP) Manager on actions taken during the past year and
planned for this year such as cleanup and remediation efforts, the chromium background
study, and community outreach efforts. Patrice Copeland, Supervising Engineering
Geologist, introduced the speakers. No formal action was taken.

Mr. Kevin Sullivan, representing PG&E, introduced his team and presented highlights of
2017 and a look ahead to 2018.

Board Comments:

• Member Horne asked how the amount of water to apply is determined and what
sensors are used. Dr. lain Baker, from PG&E, replied that he looks at a number of
factors including looking at the water station and weather station located adjacent
the Agricultural Treatment Unit (ATU). They evaluate what the evaporation rates are
against what the crop needs are based on their cycle. Sometimes in combination
with soil moisture meters they figure out exactly how much water the plant needs
are at any given time.

• Member Cox asked to confirm if they are pumping 2,000 gal.Ions per day. Mr.
Sullivan corrected that it is actually 2,000 gallons per minute. Member Cox asked if
they monitor the water levels to see if there is a decline. Mr. Sullivan stated they are
seeing gradually declining levels in the Hinkley basin area 4 to 5 feet in the last five
years. Member Cox made the point that if the water table is diminishing there will be
environmental consequences so that needs to be evaluated at some point. Member
Cox asked if the Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) addressed the water levels for
native plant species. Mr. Sullivan stated he didn't think so because most of the
water levels here are beyond the biological zone, but would check into it.

Dr. Ian Webster, Independent Review Panel (IRP) Manager of Project Navigator, introduced 
key players and presented an overview of last year's activities of the IRP and services they 
provide to the Community of Hinkley. 

Board Comments: 

• Member Horne emphasized how important the work of Project Navigator is helping
with the back-and-forth translation and they have made a huge difference in helping
us all towards a solution. She feels it is a model that should be employed with
lengthy technical clean-up situations because it works so well. Member Horne asked
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REGULAR MEETING: Thursday. April 12. 2018 - 8:30 a.m. 

Call to Order and Introductions 

Vice-Chair Jardine called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. on April 12, 2018, and 
introduced Board Members. Board Chair Pete Pumphrey was absent. Ms. Patty Z. 
Kouyoumdjian, Executive Officer, introduced Legal Counsel and Water Board staff. 

6. Closed Session

The Board adjourned to Closed Session to discuss litigation at 8:37 a.m. The Board 
members returned and resumed the meeting at 9:37 a.m. with no report. Vice-Chair Jardine 
announced that Board Member Cox left the meeting.

7. Public Forum

None

8. Considering Approval of Local Agency Management Program (LAMP) for the City of 
California City

Mr. Jehiel Cass, Sr. WRCE, presented and made a recommendation to the Board to adopt a 
resolution approving the California City LAMP.

Board Comments:

• Member Dyas commented on how the City and staff have worked together and this 
LAMP is consistent with the Region's other approved LAMPs.

• Member Horne asked for clarification if the well that could be affected first would be 
well #3 because that is in the hatched area. Mr. Cass concurred that well #3 would be 
more immediately affected. A closer analysis would have to be done to see which well 
is most impacted but well #3 does have the higher development of septics uphill.

• Member Horne asked if with the adoption of this LAMP, would well #3 be monitored or 
do we need addition monitoring to see if well #3 is being affected. Mr. Cass replied 
that all City wells are monitored because they are municipal wells and that data is 
provided to the Division of Drinking Water. In the five-year assessment reports, the 
City would assemble data from all available sources including that data. 

Mr. Gerald Helt, Helt Engineering, contract city engineer for California City, presented the 
City of California City LAMP. 

Board Comments: 

• Member Horne asked if the location of cannabis grows would more likely be in the
first city or the second city. Mr. Helt replied that so far the potential areas are
throughout the city but currently the ones closest to being in development are in the
first city and they are being sewered. A couple of the pro.posed projects may be
using a grinder pump system as opposed to a septic system.

Motion: Moved by Member Dyas, seconded by Member Sandel to approve the City of 
California City LAMP. Vice-Chair called for a Roll Call Vote and the motion carried per the 
following votes: 

The motion carried per for the following votes: 
Member Dyas aye 
Member Horne aye 
Vice-Chair Jardine aye 
Member Sandel aye 
Chair Pumphrey absent 
Member Cox absent 
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