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Dennis Lampson
Mono County Health Dept.
PO Box 476

Bridgeport, CA 93517

Dear Mr. Lampson:

PROPOSED DELEGATION TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF ADDITIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF REGIONAL BOARD

SEPTIC SYSTEM CRITERIA ' _ .

The Regional Board has expressed its desire to delegate approvals for all domestic
septic system discharges (including alternative systems and exemptions from the
criteria) to local governments. This delegation would not change the Board’s existing -
septic system prohibitions, or septic system location and density criteria, and local
governments would be responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable
Regional Board regulations. The Regional Board would still retain responsibility for

reviewing discharges of industrial waste to septic systems.

The regulation of septic systems in Mono County is based on County regulations and
siting and density criteria contained in the Water Quality Control Plan Jor the
Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) (excerpts enclosed). Through a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), the County issues septic tank permits on behalf of the
Regional Board. However, the Regional Board has retained authority to approve of
alternative systems and exemptions to the basic criteria. Since this procedure was
implemented in 1988, it is evident to me that County staff have successfully and
skillfully implemented the program. '

I am therefore delegating additional authority to Mono County and am proposing to
revise our MOU such that it would delegate complete authority for approvals of
individual domestic waste disposal systems to Mono County. The following describes
what I intend to delegate immediately to Mono County, and what 1 plan to delegate in
the near future once we revise our MOU with you. '

Delegation -- Exemptions for Alternative Svstems

Pursuant to the conditions in the section titled “Permitting Authority” on page 4.4 - 20
of the Basin Plan, I am immediately delegating authority to Mono County to approve
of alternative systems. My expectation is that the County will use the “Criteria for

~ Alternative Systems” on page 4.4 - 19 and 20 of the Basin Plan.
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Proposed Delegation -- Exemptions to Density and Siting Criteria

Pursuant to Sections 3 and 4 in the section titled “/mplementation of Criteria for
Individual Waste Disposal Systems” on page 4.4 - 18 of the Basin Plan, I am
prepared to delegate authority in the near future to Mono County to approve of
exemptions to the siting criteria and, in many circumstances, the density criteria. We
are drafting a revised MOU to implement this delegation. You should expect to
receive the draft of the revised MOU by February 17, 1998. This new MOU would
replace the existing MOU with Mono County. The basis for such delegation would be
the commitment from you that Mono County would use the Basin Plan criteria in
evaluating exemption requests.

Please contact me at (530) 542-5412 if you have any comments or questions on this
matter.

Sincerely,

oo Yo

HAROLD J. SINGER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Enclosures

cc: Regional Board Members w/enclosures
Mono County Planning Dept.
Mammoth Lakes Planning Dept.

dmt:typing‘mailed septicco.doc

Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality of California‘s water resources, and
ensure their proper allocation and efficient use for the benefii of present and future generations.



SEPTIC TANK GUIDELINES

Memorandum of Understanding
_ -Between the
California Water Quality Control Board
Lahontan Region
cand
Mono County

This Memorandum of Understanding is entefed into by and between the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region
(hereinafter Board), and Mono Coﬂnty (hereinafter County). Its purpose is
to expedite'the overall review process for proposed devé]opments and to
provide a clear operating policy between the Board and the County on the
implementation of the Board's guide]inés for wa#tewater disposé1'from Tand

. developments.

Section 13260 of the California Water Code requires any&person discharging
waste or proposing to discharge waste that may affect wafers of the State,
except to a community sewer system, to file a report of waste discharge with
the regiona].bdard of that region. Imp1ehehtation of this code section has

included requlation of individual waste systems wherever warranted.

In 1973 and again in 1974, the Board adopted guidelines to (1) establish the
conditions under which waivérs.of the filing requi;ement would be in the
public interest {pursuant to Ca]ifornia Water Code Section 13269); (2)
estab]ish minimum criteria for the use of individual systems; and (3)
.prevent poliution or nﬁisance caused by the discharges from leaching or

percolation systems.
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On January 14, 1988, the Regional Board adopted revisions to the "Guidelines
for Waste Disposal From Land Developments.” In conjunction with these
revisions, the Regional Board also adopted the "Regional Board Guidelines
for Implementation of Criteria for Individual Waste Disposal Systems."

These implementation guidelines 1ist general and specific provisions in
considering exemptions to the maximum density criteria (2 EDUs per acre) for

individual waste disposal systems in both new and existing Tand developments.

This requirement also applies to domestic wastewater discharges from new
commercial and industrial development with wastewater discharge volumes
exceeding two EDU per acre density (500 gal/day/acre based on 250
gal/day/EDU). On June 16, 1988, the State Water Resources Control Board
approved the revisions. For purposes of this Memorandum of Understanding
gross acreage is that area which encompasses the entire net lot area plus

any underlying fee title within the adjacent right-of-ways, if any.

Inasmuch as the County has incorporated into its review criteria the
"Minimum Criteria for Subsurface Discharge of Sewage" contained in the
Board’s guidelines, and has consistently applied these criteria in its
review of proposed developments, it is not against the public interest for
the Board to reduce its oversight work by eliminating redundant review of

proposed projects. _Jf

It is agreed that:

I. The County is authorized to issue construction permits for
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. _ projects that utilize individual subsurface disposal systems without

Regional Board approval under the following conditions:

A. All of the Following:

1.

2.

The on-site soil characteristics comply with the established
"Minimum Criteria for Individual'waste Disposal Systems as
adopted- by Resolution 6-88-15‘;'andj

The discharge is composed of domestic wastewatéf only; and

B. One of the Following:

1.

The development consists of single-family residences or
multiple-family residences,'the density does not exceed two
equivalent dwelling units (EDU) per acre (500 gallons/acre/
day wastewater flow), or |

The development consists_6n1y of a single-family home on an
individual lot which has'a minimum net area of 15,000 square
feet; or |

The déve]opment is non-residential or of mixed occupancy and
the wastewater discharge does not exceed 500 gallons/acre/day
as determined using Table I-2 and I-3 in the Uniform PTumbing
Code and occupant loads as'determined by Table 33A in the
Uniform Building Code; or

The project is in a class that.has_been designated exempt
from Regional Board review in writ;ng under signature of the
Regional Board Executive Officer:féf

The project/deve]opﬁent has been gkanted an exemption by the
Board and complies with the County’s standards for use

of septic tank wastewater disposal systems.
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II.

I11.

Iv.

The County shall not issue construction permits without Regional Board

approval for the following projects:

A.

Projects that involve domestic wastewater discharge from
commercial or industrial development in excess of 500
gallon/acre/day as determined by the Board; or

Projects that will have industrial wastewater discharges; or
Projects that exceed the two EDU/acre density requirement for
septic tank use (except in exempted areas); or

Projects that do not comply with the County’s standards for

use of septic tank wastewater disposal systems; or

Projects located within existing waste discharge prohibition areas
{unless in areas exempted in I.B. above); or

Projects utilizing package wastewater treatment plants with on-
site disposal; or

Projects that consist of a single-family home on individual lots

that were created out of a subdivision after June 16, 1988 when

the lot has a net area of less than 15,000 square feet.

The County, at its discretion, may defer consideration of

projects, based on water quality impacts, to the Board for any projects

even if it appears that compliance with Section I. of this Memorandum

of Understanding has been achieved. :jf

The County, at its discretion, may require the formation of a

public entity (as defined in the State of California Government Code
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V1.

VII.

Section 53090 et seq.) to maintain septic systems in residential

developments of one hundred (100) iots or more.

The Board may review permits issued by the County at its
discretion. Copies of permits will be made available upon request for

review in County offices.

The Board, upon reviewing permits issued by the County, may
require proposals be submitted and/or waste discharge requirements
{permits) be obtained for all other types of waste discharges such as

stormwater runoff and-so]id'waste leachate.

The County, on its own initiative or at the request of an
applicant and upon providing the information specified in the
implementation guidelines, may apply for individual, large scale, or

area-wide exemptions.

VIII.The applicant, for projects found in compliance with the Board’s

IX.

guidelines, will be notified of acceptance by issuance of a County

building permit or by issuance of a Board clearance 1étter.

The County shall maintain a record bf all documents submitted and
_ : >
reviewed under this Memorandum of Understanding. This record shall be

kept as a note on the construction permit for each project.

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective immediately after
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execution of this agreement and shall remain in full force until

terminated by a prior thirty (30) day written notice by either party.

XI. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended as mutually agreed to

by the County and the Regional Board.

XII. A1l notices and communications under this Memorandum of Understanding

shall be addressed to the following:

Chairman - " 0. R. Butterfield
Mono County Board of Supervisors *  (cayifornia Regional Water Quality
P. 0. Box 715

. Control Board, Lahontan Region
Bridgeport, CA 93517 P.0. Box 9428

South Lake Tahoe, CA 95731-2428

This Memorandum of Understanding is executed on the date of the most recent

signature below, by the following authorized representatives of the parties.

(o mtt

0. R. Butterfield /
OF Executive Officer

Coufity Representati
Title - CHAIRMAN OF THE
SUPERVISORS

Date January 24, 1989 Date /"-S ! fﬁ
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¢ 'STKIE OF CAUFORNIA S :

" CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY' CONTROL BOARD—
LAHONTAN REGION | |

o 2 LAKE TAHOE: BOULEVARD
: BOX 9428 ;
“SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, CALIFORNIA 957312428
(916) 544-3481

March 11, 1991

Tim Alpers, Chairman L
Mono County Board of Supervisors
P.0: Box 715 S .

. Bridgeport, CA 93517

Dear Mr. Alpers: o |
AMENDED SEPTIC SYSTEM MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

_ It .has come ‘to our attention that an error was made in the original wording
- of the above-referenced Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the :
- Regional Board and Mono County. Item II. G. of the MOU -should have-had the
word "before" .rather than "after" so that the MOU would accurately reflect
" the intentions of the Regional Board. Pursuant to item XI of the MOU, we
o propose that this change be made with the mutual agreement of both parties.
. -+ If you concur, please substitute the enclosed page containing this
: ~ correction with the corresponding page in your copy of the agreement.

" Also, please have one of the enclosed forms signed and returned to this
office within 60 days of receipt. We thank you for your prompt attention to
this matter. If you have any questions or comments, please contact David
‘Himebaugh. or Dr. Ranjit Gill. - o :
Sincére1y,

et a_jl,,_-

* HAROLD J. SINGER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Enclosure |
cc:  septic system mailing list

L_ sh
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The County shall not issue construction permits without Regional Board

approval for the fo]]owxng proaects

" A

-

Projects that involve domest1c wastewater d1scharge from

commercial or 1ndustr1a1 development in excess of 500

ga11on/acre/day as- determ1ned by the Board; or '

- PrOJects that will have industrial wastewater d1scharges, or

Projects that exceed the two EDU/acre density requirement - for

septic tank use (except in_exempted areas); or

;Projects that do not comply with the County's standards'for use

of septic tank uastewater disposal systems§ or |
Projects located within exiSting‘waste dtSchafge prohibition
areas such as the Eagle Lake Baﬁin or Cady Springs areas; or
Projects utilizing package wastewater treatment-b1ants with on-

site disposal; or

_PrOJects that consist of a S1ngle -family home on 1nd1v3dua1 1ots

that were created out of a subd1v151on before June 16, 1988 when

the 1ot has a net area of iess than 15,000 square-feet.

The County, at its discretion, may defer consideration of projects,

 based on water quality impacts, tofthe Board for any projects even if

it appeers that compliance with Sectibn.l. of this-Memorandum of

Iv.

Understanding has'been achieved.

The County, at its d1scret1on may requ1re the format1on of a

'_pub11c entity (as def1ned in the State of Ca11forn1a Government Code




" The amendment of Item II. G., changing the word "after" to "before” in the

Septic System Memorandum of Understanding with the Lahontan Regional Water

‘Quality Control Board is executed on the date of the Tast signature below,

”-j1by~the following authorized representatives of the parties.

Harold J. %inger
Executive Officer

Lol

o | o M 1,199
fate R ' Date







