SEPTIC TANK GUIDELINES
Memorandum of Understanding -

Between the
Californiz Regional Water Quality Control Board, tahontan Region
and the
County of San Bernardino

This Memorandum of Understanding is entered into by and between the Californiz
Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (hereinafter Board), and
the County of San Bernardino (hereinafter County). Its purpose is to expedite
the overal]l review process for proposed developments and to provide a clear
operating poelicy between the Board and the County on the implementation of the
Board’s guidelines for wastewater disposal from land developments.

Sectjon 13260 of the California Water Code requires any person discharging waste
or proposing to discharge waste that may affect waters of the State, except to 2

_community sewer system, to file a report of waste discharge with the regional

board of that region. Implementation of this code section has included regulation
of the individual waste systems wherever warranted.

In 1973 znd again in 1974, the Board adopted guidelines 1o {1) establish the
conditions under which waivers of the filing reguirement would be in the public
interest (pursuant to California Water Code Sectjon 1326%9); (2) estzblish
minimum criteria for the use of individual systems; and (3) preveni pollution or
nuisance caused by the discharges from leaching or percolation systems.

On January 14, 1988, the Regional Board adopted revisions to the "Guidelines for

- Waste Disposal From Land Developments.” In conjunction with these revisions,

the Regionatl Board zlso zdopted the "Regional Board Guidelines for implementztion
guidelines list.general and specific provisions in considering exemptions to the

- maximum density criteriz (2 EDUs per acre) for individuzl wastie disposal shstems
in both new and existing land developments.

This requiremeni also applies io domestic wastewater discharges from naw
commercizl and industrial development with wastewater discharge volumes exceeding
two EDU per acre density (500 gel/day/acre based on 250 gal/day/EDU). On June
16, 1988, the State Water Resources Control Board epproved the revisions. For
purposes of this Memorandum of Understanding gross acreage is that arez which
encompasses the entire net lot area plus any underlying fee title within the
adjacent right-of-ways, if any.

Inzsmuch 25 the County has incorporated into its review criteria the "Hinimum

Criteriz for Subsurface Discharge of Sewage” contained in the Board’'s guidelines,

and hes consistently zpplied these criteria in its review of proposed
developments, it is not agezinst the public interest for the Bozrd to reduce 3is
oversight work by eliminating redundant review of proposed projects.
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It is agreed that:

1. The County is authorized to issue construction permits for projects that
' utilize individual subsurface disposal systems without Regional Board
approval under the following conditions:

A. A1l of the Following:

1. The on-site soil characteristics comply with the estiablished
"Minimum Criteria for Individual Waste Disposal Systems as
adopted by Resolution 6-8B-15; and :

2. The discharge is composed of domestic wastewater only; and
B. One of the Following:
1.  The development consists of single-family residences or multiple-
family residences, the density does not exceed two gquivalent

dwelling units (EDU) per acre (500 gallons/acre/day waslewater. -
flow); or '

2. The development consists of a single-Tamily home on an individuzl
lot which has 2 minimum zrea of 15,000 square feei; or

3. The development is non-residential or of mixed occupancy znd
the wastewater discharge does not exceed 500 gallons/acre/Gzy
as determined using Table 1-2 and I1-3 in-the .Uniform Piumbing
Code and occupant loads 25 determined by Table 33A in tihe
Uniform Building Code; or N

4

4. The project is in & class thet has been designated exempi Trom
Regional Board review in writing under signzture of the Regionzl
Board Executive Officer; or

5. The project/development hzs been granted an exemption by ibe
Board and complies with the County’s standards for use of
septic tank wastewater disposal systems.

I1. The County shall not issue construction permits without Regionel Board
approval for the following projectis:

A. Projects that involve domestic wzstewater discharge from commercizl
or industrial development in excess of 500 gallog/acre/dey as
determined by the Board; or

[
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B. Projects that will have industrial wastewater discharges; or

C. Projects that exceed the two EDU/acre density requirement for septic
tank use (except in exempied areas); or

D. Projects that do not comply with the County’s standards for use of
septic tank wastewater disposal systems; or

E. Projects located within existing waste discharge prohibition areas
(unless in areas exempted in 1.B. above); or

F. Projects utilizing package wastewater treatment plants with on-sit%”f};i~)
d1§posa];_or | kmffdefcgiﬁinfgt?féﬁ‘*;°“

G. Projeﬁtﬁ that consist of a single-family pDme on individual lots
that were created out of a subdivision ZFter August 17, 1987, when
the 1ot has a net area of less that 15,000 square feetf. .

. I111. The County, at its discretion, may defer consideration of projects, based

) on water quality impacts, to the Board for any projects even if it

' appeéars that compliance with Section 1. of this Memorandum of Understanding
has been achieved.

1¥. The County, at its discrefion, may require the formation of = pub1ic
entity {(as defined in the State of California Government Lode Section
53090 et seq.) to maintain septic systems in residential deve1opmen;s of

one hundred (100) lots or more.

V. _The Board mey review permits issued by the County at its
discretion. Copies of permits will be made available upon request for

review in County offices.

Vi. The Board, upon reviewing permits issued by the County, may require
proposals be submitted and/or waste discharge requirements (permits) be
obtained for all other types of waste discharges such as stormwaier
runoff and solid waste leachate. '

VII. The County, on its own initiative or at the request of an applicani end
upon providing the information specified in the imptementation gujdelines,
may apply for individual, large scale, Or area-wide exemptions.

Fn
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YI11. The applicant, for projects found in compliance with the Board's
guidelines, will be notified of acceptance by issuance of a County
building permit or by issuance of a Board clearance letter.

1X. The County shall maintain a record of 211 documents submitied and _
reviewed under this Memorandum of Understanding. This record shall be
kept as a note on the construction permit for each project.

X. This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective immediately after
expcution of this agreement and chall remain in full force until :
terminated by a prior thirty (30) day written notice by either party.

Xl. This Hemorandum of Understanding may be amended as mutually agreed to by
the County and the Regional Board.

XI1. All notices and communications under this Memorandum of Understanding
shall be addressed to: -

Robert S. Dodds, Interim Executive Officer
“ . California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahonian Region
}) 15428 Civic Drive, Suite 100
! Victorville, CA §2392-2494

and/of

Paul Ryan, Director
San Bernzrdino County, Depariment of Environmentzl Health Services
385 North Arrowhead, Second Floor
San Bernardino, CA 82415

This Memorandum of Understanding is executed on the date of the most recept
signature below, by the following uthorized representziiyes of the parties.

Paul Ryan, Dﬁrecit MAR 5 1980 Robert S. Dodds
San‘Bernardin ounty #90-228 Interim Executive Officer
Environmental Health Services C. R. W. Q. C. B., Lahontan Region

7

Daty/Z,w_,__;, Zs~ /PO Date  Juac. &7, /757



¥> The amendment of Item@ G., changing the word "after“; "before® {n-the

- Septic System Memoran of Understanding with the Lahontan Regional Water
Quality Control Board is executed on the date of the last signature belaw,
by the following authorized representatives of the parties.

Foiot) () Derngen.

Harold J. Sthger -
Executive Officer

(Tl 11,169

Date Date
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hgree. 90-228

}3 FROM: PAUL F..RYAN, Director
' Department of Environmental Health Services

SUBJECT: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) WITE TEE CALIFORNIA
WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD, LAHONTAN REGIONR

RECOMMENDATION: Accept and approve Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between the California Reglonal Water Quality Control
Board, Lahontan Region (Board) and the San Bernardino County
Department of Environmental Health Services (DEHS), and authorize
Director of DEHS to sign Memorandum of Understanding which
would provide a clear operating policy between the Board and
the DEHS on the implementation of the Board’s guidelines. for
wastewater disposal from land developments.

BACKGROUND: The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is
to expedite the overall review process for proposed deévelopments
and to clarify existing - operating policy and conditions of
approval between the Board and the County DEHS for implementation
of the Board’s guidellnes on wastewater dlsposal from land
developments. The MOU revises the size of project which must
be referred to Lahontan for additional permits.

) REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION: Board of Supervisors approval is .
"g .o reguired on contracts and agreements.

REVIEW BY OTHERB: This MOU has been reviewed by Susan Nash,
Deputy County Counsel on January 9, 1990; by Robert Bivens,
Affirmative Action Officer on January 10, 1820; by Risk
Hanagement; and Board of Supervisors First and Second District
staff.,

FISCAL IHPACT: HNo fiscal impact to the County. Existing DS
revenues from developer fees provide funding for DEHS To review
and condition proposed projects. This MOU revises techhlcal
procedures of approvals utilized by DEHS and wlll not result in
& workload change. :

PRESENTER: Pamella V. Bennett

cc: EBS~Paul Ryan vw/agreement Action ot the Board of Supervisors

n;ras;gr w/agreement ' RESMTRT -NO 90_223
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Purchesing-Contract Compliange o C&g\;’\y Efq,;g B'\}AHDNO
Planning .

Risk Hanzgement ’ : MDTlDT\_,.:C&?}ﬂ :"J KTJﬁAve Absent
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Rev. 10/8)
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1 coniracy hasy More thsn one peyment &7 reLeIpy,

Project Nam complere 1he folipwing:

uBY doncerning Septic
Tank cuidellnes

Paymaniy Exvimate:

Approaimsis AMouns Eachi

Contracior: California Regional Water Quality Control poard, Lahontan Reglon

Birth Date Federal ID No. or Social Security No.
Robert 5. Dodds, Water Quality Control Board

Contractor's Representative:

Address: 15428 Civic Drive, Suite 100 615/241-6583

Victorville, CA g2394-2357
Nature of Contract:  (Briefly describe the peneral 1erms of the contract.}

The Memorandum of Understanding is between the california Regioneal
Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region and the San Bernard%no
County Department of Environmental Health Services, to expedite
the overall review process for proposed develgpments and to
provide a clear operating policy between +he Regional Bqardland
ine County DEHS on the implementation . of the Board’s guidelines
£or waste water disposal from l1and developments. ™ S

Phone:

~
{ ; zach this transmirial 1o all contracts not prepared on the Siandard Contract” form.}
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