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• Routine monitoring captured 
impacts: Heal the Bay monitors 
six sites in the Lower LA River 
watershed every summer. 

• Limited testing scope: 
Monitoring tracks recreational 
water quality, not fire-related 
contaminants. 

• Post-fire water quality changed: 
Turbidity and bacteria spiked 
during the fire; both recovered 
after the fire, but bacteria levels 
remain unsafe for contact. 

• Precautionary warnings issued: 
Heal the Bay advises avoiding 
contact with water in the Lower 
LA River watershed. 

• Monitoring continues: Weekly 
sampling and collaboration with 
community partners will 
continue.



• Fire-related contamination affected the entire 
downstream LA River, not just the immediate 
spill area. 

• Heal the Bay monitoring documented 
elevated bacteria levels throughout the 
river on June 24-25. 

• City of Long Beach monitoring indicates 
impacts extended to the coastline during 
this time. 

• Reports documented fish kills in the 
Dominguez Gap Wetlands on June 23.

• Recommendations
• The assessment of impact and any 

recovery actions must addresses impacts 
to all downstream communities, not only 
the City of Los Angeles. 

• Require timely public notification for 
emergency spills and water quality 
incidents to all communities downstream 
of the incident. 

Water Connects Us All

Emergency response should protect the 
communities and ecosystems most 
immediately affected while ensuring 

downstream communities, wildlife, and 
coastal waters are also protected.
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