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“Amendment te the Water Quality Conirel Plan for the Los Angeles Region
To Incorporate a Septic System Prohibition in the Oxnard Forebay™

Seplic Sysrems

The California Waler Code, Chapter 4, Article 5, sets forth criteria for repulating individual
disposal systems {1.¢, residential septic tanks). Frioe 10 the 19505, the Regionat Board placed
cerlain Lypes of septic tank systems under individual WDRs. In the 19505, the Repional Board
delepated local health or public works departments jurisdiction 10 permnit and regulate septic tank
disposal systems, typically for single-family dwellings. However, the Regional Board could
exereise Jurisdictuion over multiple-dwelling units, some non-domestic sepric tank systems, and
large developments 17 certain problem arcas, as well as mn any sitvation where septic systems are
creating or have the polentizl 10 create a water quality problem.

On August 12, 1999, the Regional Board amended the Rasin Plan o include a prohibition em
septic systems in the Oxnard Forehay (Figure 4-2a), pursuant to Scenien 13280 of the California
Water Code. The prohibition applies to both future and existing septic systems in the Oxnard
Forebay. As of Avgust B2, J999 new septic systems in the Cnard Forchay were prohibited. By
Januvary 1, 2008, discharges from existing septic svsterns meest cease. Thas aciion was taken
view gl

# The conclusion that discharges of wastewaters from residential and cornmercial facilities 1o
proundwater underfying the Uxnard borebay do not meet water quahity objectives spenified
i the Dasin Plan, and are jmpaining, the present and future beneficiel nses of underlying
resourees of pround water. -

v

The need to ensure iomg-term protection of ground water underlying boih the Oxnard
Forebay and the Oxnard Plain. Alternalives to replace these supplies of loca! water, urto
treat the water before beneficial use, would be costly and would violate the requirement to
protect the water for beneficial uses.

The prohibition is not intended to prevent repairs to existing septic systems in the Oxnard
Forebay prior to January 1, 2008, provided that the purpose of such cepairs s not to increase
capacity,

An exemption to this prohibition or a time extension of the effective date of the prohibition may
be yranted in the event the Regional Board determines that such an exemption or extension is in
the best interast of water guality, in accordance with Water Code Section 13241 and the
correction of waler quality problems associated with the wastewater discharges from septic
systems m the Oxnard Forebay.

Individual disposal systems that dispose of domestic wastewater that are located on lot sizes
equal to or greater than five acres are nol subject to this prohibition.

L

In other areas, where ground water constitutes an important source of drink ing water, the
Repionzl Board has adopled general WDERs (Order 21-94) for certain private residential
subsurface sewage disposal sysiems. A lot with a size less than | acre is nist eligible for these
generat WDRs: for those lots between one and less than five acres in size, 1he General WDRs
require cither a hydrogeologic study or mitigation measures. WDRs are not reguired for ot sizes
greater than five acres,



FIGURE 4-2a
OXNARD FOREBAY
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