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State of California 
California Rrgional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region 

RESOLt:TION 1'00. 2003-012 
August 7, 2003 

Amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan ft>r the Los Angeles Region to 
Incorporate a Total Maximum Daily Load for Bacteria at Marina del Rey Harbor 
1\lother:s' Beach and Back Ba;ins. 

\VHEREAS, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angclc~ 
Region, finds that: 

l. The Fc<knll Clc~n W~tcr Act (CWA) requires the Cah!Orma Rcgwnal Water Quahty Conn·ol 
Board, l.o., Angle< Regwn (Regtonal Iloord) to develop water quahty obj~cllvc,, which are 
sufficient to protect kncf!Cwl mcs for ca~h watcT body found witlun tis 1eg1on. 

2. A consml d~crcc between the C.S. EnHronmcnlal Prot<·ction Agency (lJSEPA), Heal the 
Bay, Inc_ and BayKeeper. Inc \\·as apfli'O\'ed on March 22, 19~9. Th!S col!rt order directs the 
U SCI' A to complete "I otal J\.lax1mum Dally Load> (fMDLs) for all lmpatred water>; wtthnl 1.'\ 
years. A sch~Julc wa> c&tablishcJ in the con-;cnt Mcree for 1hc completion of the first 29 
TMDL< wtthin 7 years, indudmg completion of a 'J MOl. to reduce b<~etcria at Manna del 
Rey Hmbor :\I otherS Beach and Back Ba>Jm by March 22, 2003. rhe remamtng TMDJ.s 
wlll be scheduled by Regional Boarrl ;taff within the 13-ycar pcnml. 

3. fhc clements of a 'J'MDL arc de>mbnl in 40 CFR 130.2 and 130.7 and sect ton 303(d) of the 
CWA, as well as in USE!' A guidance documents (Report No_ EPA/440/4-911001 l- A TMDL 
'·'de lined as the _,urn oft he tndivtdual wa.<te lnnd allocat,uns fur pomt >ourcc; and load 
allocation> for nonpoint sources and natural background ( 40 CI'R 130 .2) Regulatwns further 
stipulate that TMD!.s mmt be set at levels necessary to a(tam and maintain the applicable 
naiTlltive and numenc water quallly standards "i1h seasonal vanattons and a margin of :;atCty 
that tahs inTo acc·o<mt any lad of knowledge concc-mmg the rdatl(}nship between effiuem 
II mttations and water quality ( 40 CFR 130.7( c)( I))_ ·n,e regulations m 40 CFR 130.7 alw 
state that 'l MDLs shall take into account critical conditions for ,;tream tlow, loadmg and 
'Water quahty p~rarnctc-rs. 

4. Th" numcnc targc·ts m lht> lMDL arc not water quality objectives and do not create new 
hoses for enforcement agamst discharger< apatt ti'om the waccr q uahty objecnves they 
tramlatc. 'Jhe targets merely cstnbhsh the bases through which load allocations (LA;) and 
waste load allocation< (WLA.<) are calculated_ WLA;; arc only ~'llforced for a discharger>' 
own dt>chargcs, and then only in the context of its Natmnal Pollutant DJSchargc Eliminalion 
System (NPDES) pcnnn, whtch must he con<i<tent with the a>Scnnptions and requirements of 
the WLA. l'he Regtonal Board w11l develop permit reqmremmts through a subsequent 
pcm11l ;~chon that will ;dlow ;~ll mtcrcslcd persons, mcluding but notlimllCd to munic1p;~l 
sto1m water dischargers, to prov1de comments on how the WI A w1ll be trambted mto permLt 
rcquircmcn!o. 
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5. Upon e.<tahlishmcnt ofTMDLs by the State or US.EPA, the State is required to incorporate 
the !MDL< along with appropriate implementation measure.< into the State Water Quality 
Managc'Tilcnt Plan (40 CFR 130.6(c)(l), 130.7). TI1is Water Quahty Control Plan for the Los 
Angele.< Rcg"m (Ba>in Plan), and appllcable olatcwide plans, S~TYe as tl1e State Water 
Quality Mmwgement Plans govcmmg the watersheds under the Jlll'i.<Uietmn of the Regional 
Board_ 

6_ Marina Jel Rcy Harbor opens 1nto Santa Monica Bay and tS located sonth of Venice, north of 
l'laya del Rey, and approxm1ately 15 mile> muthwcst of downtown Los Angel e.< The ,\:Imina 
del Rey watershed is approxtmately 2.9 ><juare m1k< and mcludes the Oty of Los Angeles, 
Culvn City and unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County_ The proposed TMDL 
addresseo documented bactenologieal walc'r quahty lmraimK'llts at Mother>' Beach and Back 
Baoim (BasuJ.< D, E. aml FJ of Manna del Rey Horbor. 

7 The Regoonal Board'; goal in e.<tahlishing th~ Mmina del Rey Harbor Mothers' Beach and 
Back Basins Bacteria Th!DL is to reduce the mk of illness assoc1ated with SW!mnung in 
marine v,ater' contamimtOO with human sewage and other sources of bacteria_ Local ami 
nat•onal C"JliJcmiologJcal 'tudies compel the conclusJOil th~tthere ts a caus~l relationship 
between ad"""' health effects, such as gaotrocnterins, and recrcationol water quahty, as 
mca;urcd by hactena mdieator densities. 

8. Regional lloard staiTha vc prepared a deta1 led technical document thm analyzes ami describes 
the -;pectfic necessity and rationale for the development of lhi; l'MDI. The technical 
document eontkd "Total Maximum Da1ly I -nmb to Reduce llactcriullndJcator Den>1lws at 
.'vlarina Jd Rey !!arhor Mothers' Beach and llack !lasJn>" is an mtegral part of this Regional 
Board action and v,as revtewed, con<Jdercd, and accepted hy the Regional Hoard bdore 
acting. Further, the !echn1~al document prov1des the ddailed factual basi" and analys"; 
<upportmg the problem statement, numeric targets (mterpretation of the numcne v,atcr 
qlmltty objedl ve, used to calculate the load allocations), source analysis, linkage analysis, 
waste loud a!locanons (for point ;ourccs), load allocalton (for nonpom t sources), margm of 
safety. and 'easomol '"nations and cntical ~onditions ofth" TMDL. 

4. On August 7. 2003, pnor to the Board's a~tion on thi' resolu\mn, public heanng> were 
comlucted on the TMDL for BadcTia at /\Ianna del Rcy llarhor MothcTS' lleach and Back 
!lastn<;_ ?\'oucc of the hearmg tf>r the Manna del Rey Harbor Mother.<" Bc;~eh and Back 
Basins Bacteria TMDL was published m accordance Mth the rc<juirements of Water Code 
Sechon 13244. I "hi.< noltce was publi;heJ in the Los Angcle; '! 1me.< on June 4, 2003 

I 0. I he public has had rca>onablc oppOltunity to partiCipate m rev1c"' of the ametJ<lmcnt to the 
!lasm Plan. A draft ot tl1e ThiDL for bacteria at Manna del Rey Harbor Mothers' !leach and 
Back Ba.<in< wa> relca;ed for publtc comment on June~. 2003; a Not1CC of Heonng and 
'\'ot1ce of F11ing were published <md circulated 45 day; precedtng Board actmn: Regional 
Board staff responded lo oral and wntten conm1ents recci,cd from the public; and the 
Reg1onal Board held a ruhllc hcanng on August 7, 2003 to con.>ider adopnon of the TMDL 

ll . In amc-ndmg the Basm Pbn, the Regional lloard considered the foe lor~ 'et forth m >ections 
IJ240 and 13242 of the CalttOrnia Water Code. 

12. 1 he amendment is comJ>Ic-n! w1th the State Anti<legradatJon Policy (State Board Resolunon 
No_ (,~·16). 1n that the changes to \\Utcr quality obJective> (i) con<Jder maxnnum henefit> to 
the p~ople of the &talc, (i1) will not unre.,onably affect present and anticipated beneficial us~ 
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of waters, and ( i11) w1ll not result in water quality less than that prescribed in policies 
LJk.Cw!Sc, the mnendment is consistent with the federal Antidcgndanon Po hey ( 40 CFR 
lll.l2). 

]_)_ The basin planning process ha.< heen certified '" funct10nally equivalent to the C'al1 forma 
.O,nvironrnental Quality Act rcqmrcmcnts for preparing environmental documents (l'ublJc 
Rewurces Ct>dc, Section 21000 et ;;eq.} an(l ao such, the required environmental 
documentation and CEQA envtronrncntal checkli.<t have been prepared. A CEQA Scoping 
hearmg was conducted on May 6, 2003 at the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, 320 W. 4'" Street, Los Angeles, CA 900 IJ. A notice of the CEQA Scoping hearing 
w"' sent to interested parties Jnoluding cihco and lor count1es WJth junsd1ction m or burd~Ting 
the Marina del Rcy watershed_ 

14_ The propo>cd amendment re,ults in no potcntml for ad;·ersc effect (de mmimi" finding), 
enher mdiv1dually or cumulatively, on wJidlifc. 

15 The regula(ory action meets the "Necessny" >l<mdard of the Admini;trative Procedun:o Act, 
GovcTIJment Code, Sect1on 1 1353, Subdivision (h). 

16. !'he llasm Plan ame-ndment incorporatmg a TMDL for bacteria at Marina del Rey Harbor 
Mothers' Beach and Back Baoms must be suhm1tted for review and appruval by the State 
Water Rcoources Conh·ol Board (State Roard), the State Ofticc uf Admini.<tmtJvc Law 
(OAL), and tl1e USEPA. The Basin Plan amendment will become etTccllvc upon approval by 
OAL am\ USEI'A_ A Not tee orikc!Smn will be filed_ 

t7. If dunng its approval proceos the SWJ<CH or OAL determines that mmor, nun-oubsmnt1ve 
correctwns to the bnguage of the ameJtdment arc needed for clanty or consistency, the 
f',ccutnc Officer may make .<uch change>, and shall inform the Hoard of any ouch changes. 

THERF.FORE, be it resolved that pursuant to sections 13240 and 13242 of the 
Water Code, the Regional Board hereby amends the Basin Plan as follows: 

1. Pursuant to Sections 13240 and 13242 of the Cnhfomia Water Code, tlle Regwn"l ll<>anl, 
atler consi,kTing the entire record, mcluJing oral testimony at the hearing, hereby adopts the 
amc"Julments to Chapter 7 of the Water Quahty Control Pbn for the Lu> Angeles Region, as 
set fot1h in Allachment A hereto, 10 incorporate the elements uf the Mann~ del Rey Harbor 
Moth<:ro' Beach al\d Back Ba>ms Bacteria TMDL 

2. The Exccunve Ofticer JS dir<:ctcd to forward copies of the Hasm Plan amendment to the Stale 
Board m accordance with the reqULremcn!s of section 13245 of the Califom1a Water Code 

3 The Rcgwnal Board requests that the Stale Board apprO'" the Ba.<ill Pbn amendment in 
accordance w1th the reqmrements of scctmm 13245 and 13246 of the Cahfomia Water Code 
anJ fonvard Jt to OAL and the USEI'A_ 

4_ lfdunng ito approval proce." the State Board 01 OAJ, determines that rumor, non-suhstan!i,·c 
com:ctions to the language of the amendmel\t arc needed for clan!y or con<Js\ency, the 
ExecU!Jve Or!icer may make <uch changes, and shall on form the Board of any such changes. 
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5. The Execut1ve Officer is authorized to sign a Cerhficate off'ee Exemption. 

1, De1mis A. Dtckerson, Executive Officer. do hereby certify that the fme_going " a full, true, and 
correct copy of a resolut1on adopted by the California Regiom•l Water Quahty Control Board. Los 
Angeles Regoon, on August 7. 2003 

Dennis A D1cker~o<.m 

Jix,culi'c Officer 


