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CONCISE SUMMARY OF REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

TITLE 23. Waters 
Division 4. Regional Water Quality Control Boards 

Chapter 1. Water Quality Control Plans, Policies, and Guidelines 
Article 4. Los Angeles Region 

§ 3939.10, "Total Maximum Daily Load for Chloride in the Upper Santa Clara River." 

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted 
under Resolution Nos. 02-018 in October 2002, 03-008 on July 10, 2003, 04- 004 on 
May 6, 2004, and revised under Resolution No. 06-016 on August 3, 2006 a Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for Chloride in the Upper Santa Clara River. The TMDL 
specifies concentration-based targets for chloride, which must be fully attained 11 years 
after the effective date of the TMDL. The reduction in the final compliance date resulted 
from the Regional Board re evaluation of the implementation schedule 12 months after 
the effective date of the TMDL as vvas scheduled. This re evaluation V\lill also occur 6 
years after the effective date of the TMDL if necessary. The TMDL allocated interim 
V\'asteloads for chloride to the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County's 
(Districts') Saugus and Valencia 'A1ater Reclamation Plants. It requires the Districts to 
conduct special studies to evaluate the appropriate threshold for the protection of 
sensitive agricultural supply use and Endangered Species Protection, determine the 
interaction betvveen surface \Vater and groundvvater as it may affect the loading of 
chloride and its linkage to surface water quality, determine Site Specific Objectives for 
Chloride for Sensitive Agriculture, develop an Anti Degradation Analysis for Revision of 
G-htefide Objective by Site Specific Objectives, and develop a pre planning report on 
conceptual compliance measures to meet different hypothetical final-wasteload 
allocations. The August 6, 2006 revisions to the implementation plan for the TMDL affio 
added tasks to begin the planning process to construct appropriate treatment facilities to 
meet the TMDL. Subsequent TMDL tasks, such as development of site-specific 
objectives (SSOs), development of the antidegradation analysis, development of a pre­
planning report on conceptual measures to meet different hypothetical final waste load 
allocations, and preparation and consideration of a Basin Plan Amendment to revise the 
chloride objective by the Regional Board, remain in place in this amendment. 

On December 11, 2008 the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 08-012, which 
modified the regulatory provisions of the Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles 
Region (Basin Plan) by: (1) adopting SSOs for chloride in the upper Santa Clara River 
(USCR), and (2) revising the USCR chloride TMDL to include waste load allocations for 
the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles County (SCVSD) Saugus and 
Valencia Water Reclamation Plants for chloride and interim waste load allocations for 
sulfate and total dissolved solids (TDS). 

The chloride SSOs are based on the results of special studies and an antidegradation 
analysis, as required by the original TMDL. The revised USCR chloride TMDL sets 
numeric targets, conditional waste load allocations, and an implementation plan based 



on the chloride SSOs. The SSOs and revised TMDL allow for implementation of an 
alternative water resources management (AWRM) program. 

The TMDL provides a ten-year schedule and interim waste load allocations for chloride, 
as well as interim waste load allocations for sulfate and TDS, to attain compliance with 
the conditional SSOs and waste load allocations for chloride that support the AWRM 
program. The conditional SSOs and waste load allocations apply and supersede the 
regional water quality objectives only when chloride load reductions and/or chloride 
export projects are operated. The implementation and monitoring plan includes surface 
water and groundwater monitoring for chloride, TDS, and sulfate. 


