State of California
Office of Administrative Law

Inre: NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF REGULATORY
State Water Resources Control Board ACTION
Regulatory Action:

Government Code Section 11353
Title 23, California Code of Regulations

Adopt sections:  3909.2 OAL Matter Number: 2016-0603-04
Amend sections:
Repeal sections:

OAL Matter Type: Regular (S)

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) submitted this action for
review under Government Code section 11353 to adopt section 3909.2 in Title 23 of the
California Code of Regulation regarding amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan
for the North Coast Region (Basin Plan). The amendments establish a Policy for region-
wide implementation of the water quality objectives for temperature and establish action
plans to address temperature impairments in the Mattole, Navarro, and Eel River
watersheds. The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board adopted the Basin
Plan on March 13, 2014 in Resolution No. R1-2014-0006. The State Water Board
approved the Basin Plan on April 8, 2015 in Resolution No. 2015-0020.

OAL approves this regulatory action pursuant to section 11353 of the Government
Code. .

Date: July 18, 2016 Nd N
| “Thanh Huynh ~
Senior Attorney

For: Debra M. Cornez
Director

Original: Thomas Howard
Copy: Bryan McFadin
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B. SUBMISSION OF REGULATIONS (Complete when submitting regulations)
1a. SUBJECT OF REGULATION(S)

Policy and action plans for implementing water temperature objectives

1b. ALL PREVIOUS RELATED OAL REGULATORY ACTION NUMBER(S)
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Fair Political Practices Commission
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Concise Summary of Regulatory Provisions
Title 23. Waters ‘
Division 4. Regional Water Quality Control Boards
Chapter 1. Water Quality Control Plans, Policies, and Guidelines
Article 1. North Coast Region

The following section 3909.2 is to be added to Title 23 of the California Code of
Regula’uons

Section 3909.2 — "Policy for Implementation of the Water Quality Objectives for
Temperature, and Action Plans to Address Temperature Impairments in the
Mattole, Navarro, and Eel River Watersheds.”

~ On March 13, 2014, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
(Regional Water Board) adopted Resolution No. R1-2014-0006 to incorporate a
Policy for Implementation of Water Quality Objectives for Temperature (Policy),

~which a) establishes a policy for region-wide implementation of the water quality
objecttves for temperature and b) action plans to address temperature impairments
in the Mattole, Navarro, and Eel River Watersheds (Action Plans). On April 8,
2015, the State Water Resources Control Board approved the amendment under
Resolution No. 2015-0020.

The Policy describes the approach to implementing the water quality objectives for

temperature, identifies activities that may result in temperature alterations, and
identifies the regulatory tools that the Regional Water Board may use to address
temperature concerns in one cohesive policy. The Policy explicitly identifies the
shade provided by riparian vegetation as a controllable water quality factor, and
directs the implementation of riparian management measures, sediment controls,
and stream flow considerations through programs and permits, as appropriate and
necessary to address and prevent further impairments.

The Action Plans address temperature impairments in the Mattole, Navarro, and
Eel River watersheds. The Action Plans implement the Policy by identifying
specific activities in the watersheds that may affect temperature, and identifies the
regulatory programs and actions the Regional Water Board will implement to
address temperature concerns in the respective watersheds.



